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INTRODUCTION 


Over seventy years have passed now since the Lord saw fit to re¬ 
store the original Pentecostal experience and doctrine on a large 
scale» One may then well wonder why Pentecostals have never in all 
this time produced a serious doctrinal commentary on so important 
a book as the Acts of the Apostles! Do our Bible Colleges actually 
have a serious analysis course on the book of Acts? If they do.it 
might be asked 9 what is the textbook which they use? Is it written 
by a Oneness Pentecostal?. 


Acts is the book of beginnings. It is the book of Genesis as far 
as church history is concerned. In Matt.16i18.the church is still 
future« Jesus said/'Upon this rock I will build my church/' The 
word n church” is used many times in the New Testament but only 2x 
does it appear before the book of Acts, (in Matt.18*17 and 16s18) 

It is true the kingdom of heaven is preached and all men press- 
ed. into it (Luke 16*16) 9 but the kingdom does not come with power 
until the day of Pentecost•(Mark 9s1) Jesus said 9 "There are some 
standing here who shall not taste death until they see the king¬ 
dom ot bod coming with power/' This cannot refer to John alone who 
sa^r the coming of Christ on Patmos. There are more than one who 
wi-.i see this event. The only powerful coming event in the life¬ 
time of the disciples took place on the day of Pentecost. 

Baptism in Jesus* name begins on the day of Pentecost. Those 
who received. John's baptism must be rebaptized. Of course it is 
reaiizecl that some deny this was water baptism in Acts 19s 5 but 
this will be dealt with when the time comes. 

5 7 The baptism of the Holy Ghost begins in the book of Acts.John 

7iJ8p39 says literally /'The Holy Ghost was not yet." Jesus spoke 
or rivers of living water flowing out of the believer. Probably 
we s J?£H ld add the words "available to all men" to vs.39 so as to 
r2 e „ Holy Gdost was not yet availble to all".Jesus insisted 
tna^ if he didn t go away the Holy Ghost would not come.(John 16s 
*) * 



The Rabbis believed that the Lord would not give the Spirit to 
men until the Messiah came. This probably explains the statement 
n 3 dl ? c }pl es la Acts 19*2. They certainly had heard that 

Goa naa a Spirit, but they had not heard that the Spirit was be- 
ing given out freely to all men who would receive it. 


The book of Acts has the beginning of the fulfillment of the 
greau commission. In fact Acts Is 8 has an outline of the book.It 
says ye snail bo my witnesses in Jerusalem and in Judea and in th( 
U ?5S rr ?° St p ? rts of tho earth® Chapters 1-7 are mainly concerned 
with .Jerusalem, Chapter 8 covers Samaria and the rest of the book 
begins to move toward the uttermost parts of the earth. 


Ik. 
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Introduction 


The Great Commission 

Since the background to understanding Acts is necessary in any 
commentary f it will be necessary to study the last words of Christ 
after His rossurection in all four gospels* 

Twice it was told to disciples that they should go to 
Galileo to hear important words from Jesus, The angel told the wo¬ 
men at the tomb that Jesus was going befo re them to Galilee (28s7) 
‘Mils indicated that they too were in on this meeting. Later Jesus 
Himself tiet them and bade them convey this message to the disciples 
also, "Go announce to my„diselples that they go into Galilee and 
there they shall see me©"(v.lQ) 


Verse 16 tells us that the disciples went to this meeting. It 
omits their unbelief 0 An actual e personal appearance of Jesus was 
necessary to get them to this meeting. This scene takes place on a 
mountain top 0 

After explaining that He now has unlimited authority, He says, 

•'Go therefore and teach (or "make disciples of") all nations,bap¬ 
tizing them into the name of the . Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghosto teaching them to keep all things which I commanded you." 

These words are very much like the Lord 8 s statement in the Oli¬ 
vet discourse cMto 24s14 says,"And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the inhabited world for a witness of all the na- 
tw-m .3 and then shall the end corned' Well has the end come yet?Obvi- 
oun ly not o This then is proof that the final words of Jesus are 
addressed to many more than just the eleven disciples. They are a- 
ddressed to all of us too* 



They were to baptise them "into the n ame "(not "names")«,„.The 
Greek in this passage is different from "in the name" in Acts 2 j38. 
Bauer 6 s toxicon says this means"tne cne who is baptized becomes the 
possession of and come under the protection of the CHE whose name 
he bearsoro"(p 0 c75) (Greeks bnctisontes eis to enema) The Greek for 
xn tne name" (epi to ononati' in Acts 2s38 is translated by Bauer 
be baptised o o e while naming the name", (p* 576) 

^The fact that no one was baptised in the book of Acts with this 
tracn ttonal 9 long formula suggests that the Lord was not giving the 


r. « 

f! 


formula her 


all 


Many of us forget sometimes that teaching as well as preaching 
xs associated with the great commission. Some are only interested 
>n_open air eyangtlUctio campaigns 0 These alone cannot fulfill the 
great ca:.mussion 0 wit;.’.out teaching the job is left undone,. 






Introduction Commentary on Acts -3 

(great commission) 

He ends the commission by saying,"And behold I 9 m going to be 
with you all the <l-: x .ya until the end of the age, M (v,20) "Even" Is 
not in the Greek tenfco Of course the ago has not ended .This in- 
ifcv • dleateo that the Lord wan talking to more than just the eleven. 

His words were directed to believers of all ages In which the gos¬ 
pel would be preachedoThe '"you” here refers to all believers in 
all ages 0 r 

"With” is the Greek word "meta" and is defined by Bauer as "to 
help coneone 0 stand by" 0 (po510) Mark 16% 20 furnishes further ideas 
about this helpo In Acts 10o23 we read that Christ did miracles be¬ 
cause r, God was with (rneta) Him*" In Acts 11s 21 the hand of the Lord 
was with the church at Antioch and they grew in number 0 Paul uses 
the word to describe the things which God did "with them" on the 
first missionary journey,, (Acts 14s 27& 15s 4) "With" is used in the 
sense of protection in Acts 18s10. 

The fact that Christ will be with them to the end of the age is 
of special interest when compared with passages in John about the 
coming of the Comforter.(see John 14s16-18) 

Mar k. 16s7 records the same direction to go to Galilee. Verse 
11 tells us that the disciples did not believe this report by the 
women. It goes on to tell of Christ # s appearance to two disciples 
in "another form”..(v. 12).These also did not believe, 

Finally Christ appeared to the eleven and reproved them for their 
unbelief.(v,14) This was presumably in Jerusalem. If they had went 
to Galilee the Lord would not have had to reprove them for not be- 

1ieving. 

"And He said to them (the eleven) Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature." (v,15) Here again we must 
remember the word3 of Christ in.Ma3^LJL4Al4 "And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the inhabited world for a witness 
to all the nations and then shall the end come." Therefore the 
/ words of Christ in Mark 16s15 and the following verses arc for all 
believers all throughout the gospel age right up to the writing of 
this book. 

Verse 16 says "He that believes and is baptized shall be saved, 
and he that believes not shall be damned."How different is our 
Lord 6 s attitude toward water baptism than that of much of the rel~ 
igious world today i The general trend is rather,"He that be'lieveth 
and is saved ? we will baptize on Easter Sunday," 

Whatever one*s view towards water baptism, he will certainly ac¬ 
knowledge that verse 16 is a condition lasting throughout the gos¬ 
pel age 0 He will also acknowledge that the preaching in verse 15 
is to last throughout the gospel era. Therefore it is surprising 
that, some have tried to make verses 17 on to refer only to the 
apostolic age! 



introduction (C?roat emission) Commentary on Acts -4 

shall cnr.t^out°’ : o l v) t ,^ ,I 'V;lh.^ a ^' < ' K / 1 tbem cllat believe in my name they 
/ rc>ic v-o lyiv- U't-U- ?l ,oak Wlth new tongues." Mote 

(«. -;o r .,., i r . ar "-- - n thio verso because no one boliev- 
ao r. roi ... . a ' t " 00 ® thin 3 8 but believers will do them 

' fnll^artor s^ns-T” belleve «* believers will not 

fcr to recorded ^iGns"r; tho Bi bio S'n'f that E ^ns"re- 

/ today. However , lcl ? P f coursG follow believers 

J ally his fori ceil v d\« G - • Up',, i 1 " y J f 3eod here » No signs arc actu- 
wocld require, t.nrpow- • bd,,!; 0 , ?- X - Cieic cases as Howard's theory 
ever drink* n<* a "dp-Wi*>“ < <vi‘r rt tL” 0 e3:an Ple in the Bible of anyone 
vers in l ho'roor^T rrn l M f f e rather things which bolie- 
nient" is «’uch'i-hn~ t'i" r l '."?? i'OlS5»Actuolly Mr.Howard's "argu- 
L 18 cuctl bbac to state it is to answer it* b 

mertioned e jn h v-r^ a fd'w| lieVe? °P vloU8l y th ®y arc the same who are 

u» bapCizin 8 •» to contin- 

w:ow this? Answers it 5 s ’’self evident- C fhP f 0t thl8 . information to 
not:, understand the Bible though it ar ? stiU ^ny who do 

need to be pursuaLd to ohev ^wn. ton still 


for baptism? Xho^'p^sagefdW^ot'nl"^^ 3 2<38 >-»^> need 
be! i evinp- banti 1 S . 0t not nocd t0 say preaching, 

would be°an insult to our thG 6 ° SpGl This 

men who arcTVorne^ for . ™i racle s« There arc still 

There ii ohu demons (this will not be left unchallenp- 

are stilVsmkes ^ 2800 ^nguages .Theil 

worn t-n pnnhio.,,-, *-u uc . things.Since men knew these things 

<*-^SKasTtS a°, .”«•««? to swtO^cM 

sickness 9 etc, was to continue ? if rht» ? r since men knew that 
°nly bo found in a t*ny fraction of tho? 8 f i'® re to T ass awa y and 

-jL.omatiL.aLly misleading the people# 

1 imited°are°addin^ °? Wha ? G ^ d has ^ un- 

would 

ewry on whom an apostle has laid hands"? llve in the first cen ” 
Moreover clear evidence has been cited that the last words of 
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Introduction (Mark 16,Lk 24) Commentary on Acts 

Jesus in direct discourse made after the ressurrection were meant 
for all believers throughout the gospel age. Otherwise why didn’t 
the end come when the apostles carried out the great commission?? 
Why did they die before the end of the age when Jesus said He 
would be with them and stand by to help until the end of the age? 

The truth is we apply verse 16 because we understand it and dis- 
gard verse 17 because it is foreign to us. The fact that miracles 
do not happens is not so much because faith is established but be¬ 
cause unbelief reigns as Elmer Miller has pointed out. 

Even noted church of Christ debater G.K.Wallace can see that the 
great commission "is the final commission. His commission is to last 
to the end of the world. As long as the world shall last, this com¬ 
mission will stand and this commission is the one which we are to 
preach." (G.K.Wallace. Denominational Dogmas .NashvilleaGosnel Adv, 
1956,p.143).Yet the same man will take conditions which are to take 
place while the great commission is being carried out and that are 
connected to it by an "and",and sever them from the rest of the 
text. 

What God has joined to the great commission by an "and" let no 
man put asunder! Let no man put limits on what God has left un¬ 
bounded, lest he himself be bound and cast into outer darkness!!! 
Those whose preaching is without the signs mentioned in the great 
commission are not preaching the same commission Jesus gave and 
their converts are not the kind of believers Jesus was talking a- 
bout. Church of Christ V.E.Howard is right in recognizing that all 
these signs were to follow throughout the gospel age. The context 
demands it. 

Some would object and have objected by saying,"Well why don’t 
you get you some snakes?" "And furthermore",they say,"in order to 
establish your proposition you must drink a jar of deadly poisin!" 
This of course we should be doing if the Bible really teaches it. 

Actually the Holy Spirit made a distinction between the kind of 
action to be used in drinking, deadly things and handling snakes. 
There is a different method to be used in these actions than the 
other signs mentioned. The drinking of deadly things is phrased as 
a third class condition in Greek, This means that the Lord did not 
assume that they actually would drink a deadly thing but that it 
was a possibility that they MIGHT on accident drink something like 
this. No one did in the recorded Bible, Someone did pick up a snake 
,,,§ c: ciden£.(see Acts 28s4) No where does it say that this was a 
part of the worship service. The snake handling clause is not in 
the aorist tense but it is joined to the "drinking" clause by a 
very strong connector "and" (kai). Since the future tense "drink" 
is joined to aorist "take up" by this Strong connective(kai) it is 
clear that an aorist type function: is demanded for the verb "take 
up". Therefore the "taking up” was never intended to be habitual 
or customary but only in accidental cases and the Lord made that 
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as plain as He could possibly make it to Kis Greek speaking audience. 
?heacSonof "takingV' ^"drinking is clearly Irmrted. 

further limited by the absence of parallels to thi- in t omlse 
Acts. The book of Acts shows how the apostles applied t - 

book of Mark It- 

ffS &f^S*!3Ka£- !-i, 

everywhere Bauer's lexicon allows ixi ^ "Fvcrvwhere they" preach- 
Moreover loose word order in Greek allows hverywncre tncy pi 

ed the Lord worked with them*,«*» U»auer pP»^ j 


Others may cite 001.1*23 as evidence that the gospel preach¬ 
ed to every creature in Paul°$ day.First it must ^ an 

verb "preach” in this passage may reter to future time. It is 
aorist participle and may be translated the gospel... ~ ^ 

preached to every creature" More likely is that " e 8pel 
word for "every" probably should be tra^nslated “^ r # colS?.il~lton 
was preached to each person regardle^ of his rac ? 8 in col.li 

Turner Grammar says that when the Greek is the way it i # 

?3 it means "every in the sense of any? not. every - - . - 

but any you please,"(p.l99) Thus "the gospel was pruned to any 
body under heaven" who wanted to listen regarcles 
was Jew or gentile u (Col. 1 s 23) 

Some have suggested that since the word was confirmod^in^daya 

it cannot be confirmed twice by us. Tne Lets c ^ ,y ta we tr v 

confirmed to persons, to others, to others of its truth, 

to confirm to word we are trying to convince ot^ i g trut:h « nIf 

Thayer defines the Greek word bebaio-o as to P r hinR pn d 

miracle fighting preachers can confirm the word oy preaching cju 

debates then God can confirm it by miracles« 

Hoses worked miracles to confirm that there was no God besides^ 
Jehovah. (Deut.4.35) Six hundred years later Elijah worked a 
to confirm the same truth to the people of his day.U King- 

Lukg.Luke adds the information that there was a larger company 
with - the eleven.Luke 24.9 says that the woman told their expou 
at the tomb tjo"the eleven and all the rest. It |° b |^ au g; x fUse 
details about) the rebuke of the tw° ° n the r ‘ foun d"the 

men returned'to Jerusalem. There Luke 24.33 says they^tou 
eleven anc) those with £bem gathered toget . ^ hac j seen 

told that the Lord had appeared to Simon. Tnen the h 

the Lord on the road began to tell their experiences. Jhile tncy 
were talking verse 35 tells us that the Lord appeared in tncir 
\midst. Anything Christ said therefore wa ? greeted not si . Y 
\ the eleven but to the eleven sad those with them (\.3 ;• 


Introd,(Grt,Coram,in Luke) Commentary on Acts -7 

Luke tells us later that 120 people were with the eleven,(Acts 
1:15) 

Christ told the eleven and those with them that the reason for 
His death and ressurrection wass’that so "repentence and (some Gr, 
texts have "for") remiss ion of s'ids should be preached in His name 
beginning at Jerusalem,"(24s47) The remission of sins was later 
explained by Acts 2:38 to be baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, 
This baptism will follow true repentance. 


The preaching is to begin at Jerusalem and extend to all the 
nations.(v.47) This has probably not even been fullfilled in our 
own day much less in the apostles, 

Luke 24:48 says/'You are witnesses of these things."In so speak 
ing He addressed not only the eleven and those with them but also 
the entire church in every age up till now. Only the entire church 
as a whole would witness the preaching of the gospel to all the 
nations. This is important in understanding the next verse. 

Luke 24:49, Jesus told the eleven and those with them and the 
entire church in all ages: "Behold I am sending the promise of my 
Father upon you.You (the entire group who would witness the preach 
ing of the gospel to all nations; wait in the city until you be 
endured with power from on high," The Lord did not say wiat in 
Jerusalem because He was giving directions to men of all ages,He 
left the name of the city out. 

In ancient times the word "city" included also the land around 
it,(Bauer p.592) Bauer allows the translation "city-state". In 
other words "Don*t leave the locality where the gospel came to you 
until you are clothed with power,The fact that the Lord left the 
name of the city out shows that He is addressing the church of all 
ages, 

John . John 20:19 tells of Jesus coming through the locked doors 
They were very fearful. He -showed them His hands and feet as in 
Luke 24:38,39, In fact both these are the same accounts. It is not 
likely that the Lord would have to prove to them repeatedly that 
it was He, Therefore the disciples mentioned in verse 19 are the 
same group as in Luke 24:33, They were the eleven and those with 
them (Acts 1:15), 

Jesus said to the eleven and those with them/'As the Father 
hath send me even so send I you,"(John 20:22) Then He breathed on 
them, lie did not breath on some differently from others as though 
there were different measures of the Holy Ghost as some teach. 

They would all receive it the same way. 

In breathing on them He was trying to tell them that the Holy 




P/tu-kr r 
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Introd,(Grt,Comm,in John) Commentary on Acts -8 

tried tfmake c£rfst?,°h S 8t ‘ Xt iS unf °rtunate that men have 
- co maKG Christ s breathe a separate person from Kimf' 

As He breathed on them He said,"Receive ve rho 

oe/ whnmcin aid, 7 7ho ? Soeverffs sins ye rem it they shall be remit ted* arid 
whomsoever s sins ye retain they shall be retained " Thn 

people for'the Remiss ion of sins ^Actf 2 ^ 38 )- 




;/6 


,±^i°‘iL 8 ^_ on P P erson was absent."Thomas one of the twelve 

gatherefpossibg^efe^rlnfto KattAiis^ ^ * he h eleven 

ssrav.reflRa. 

»*»« ^=2£S5£5=55- 
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-r I . J ' /'e^'t'Ss-l dq <p repf i; ! <- >, c . e 

3,o:ii~, m««. r-fo Ac/ }3 • <i 

h<-i A I? S' r 

•'. - • V 'V- / ' ■>-/!. 

Aci i &,/e • - / f . . r 

At/ ,71 //£ -* 


• ‘ 4s; v # 

■ \ - f) fy 

' * . > fi V* ~ V * • 

#tT:a ; *• * -AK * •* * • »•* /, V; 








Chapter 1 


Commentary on Acts 


Title and., the Mature of the Book 

The boolc is called!Acts of the Apostles. The words "apostles"is 
not found in the codex Siniaticus. This has led some to rename the 
book more properly Acts of the Holy Ghost. If re-naming is in°rdcr 
one should, however, follow the author and name tt: Acts of Jesus 
Christ. Luke told Theophilus that his gospel was all that Jesus 
beean to do and teach. Therefore . the book of Acts is a_ continua- 
tion of the Acts and teaching of Jesus Christ! This as v/ell as 
Matt. 28s20 illustrate how Jesus would return to the church ta.ough 
His Spirit, (see my comments an John 14-16 In my Commentary Qfi ^ 
John . 

Luke describes Christ*s earthly life until the day which He was 
taken up.Before He was taken up, He gave commandment, to the apo¬ 
stles through the Holy Ghost. The words "t hrou g h 3 oly _. eho .- S t 
remind us of verses such as St.John 5>19 and 7>16,17. They teac 
that Jesus as man could do nothing of that 

trine came from Sod.(See note on Acts 10 <38.) Thus we may be sure 
that the apostles did not follow the whims and theories of a mere 
human teacher but were guided by heaven above in founding 
church. 

This book describes the carrying out of Christ f s instructions. 

The title "Acts of the Apostles" leads us to expect a little more 
than what the book actually contains. Actually the book gives us a 
history of two apostles* Peter and Paul* .And:indeed the litres o 
these men are not covered in every detail. hen ^mes to the 

fore the narrative about Peter is quickly dropped. Then tne story 
about: rail"* 1 b- dropped at a very suspensful part. 

It is possible that Luke may have put out an edition of Acts for 
the purpose of stirring up some good public relations for Paul right 
before his trial with Nero. Then again Acts is not finished and it 
is fitting that it end abruptly. Me in the twentieth century are 
writing our own chapters in the history of the church. 

Last Words of Christ (vss 3-8) 

We know from elsewhere that Christ presented Himself to more- 
than just the apostles. From X Cor.l5i6 we know that He Pf 0 ®®**” 
Himself to over 500 brethren. From Luke 24*33 we know that Christ 
discussed things and promised the Holy Ghost to the Apostles cvticl 
those with them. How many of the 500 were there it does not saj■ 

The fifteenth verse in Acts one tells us that one hundred and twen¬ 
ty actually obeyed and went to Jerusalem, 


We know some of the subjects summarized in Acts Ii3 by the king¬ 
dom of God" from Luke 24s44ff. He told them about OT messianic pro¬ 
phecy. He opened their understanding sp that they could understa.vi 
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the Scriptures* he told them of the' reason for His death mi the 
work which He had for them. 

The words of verSjlr four suggests that Christ was eating togeth¬ 
er with them. This » described in Luke 24s33,39, but in the forty 
days He may have eaten with them many times,The charge not to de¬ 
part from Jerusalem seems to refer to Luke 24;49. 

Some have taught that the Holy Ghost is a promise not a command, 
but here m Acts 1*4 we read that Christ commanded them to wait for 
the promise. The words of Christ in John 20*22 arc in the second 
person plural imperative. Every school boy knows that an inpera t^vo 
is a command.John 20*22 "Receive ye the Holy Ghost". 

Note that the Command not to depart from Jerusalem is not in 
direct discourse. All believers do not have to journey to Jerusal¬ 
em^ receive the Spirit. But as soon as this detail is mentioned 
Luice goes back to .direct discourse, Note also that in Luke 24s 49 'I 

the name of the city was left out when direct discourse was used, 

Wote_ also that the word "tarry" in this verse is also in the imp- { 

erative in Greek. They were commanded to stay until they were cloth- ' 

ed with power from on high. This command was given to the eleven and I 
those with them, ““ ; - 

Obviously the reason why Luke shifts back into direct discourse 
is because these words about the promise were for believers of all 
ages up to the coning of Christ, 


. reminds them of John's promise that Jesus would baptize then 

in the Holy Ghost. This is__found in Matt.3* 11. John said, M I indeed 
baptize with water*.. *He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and witn fire 0 " 1-e left off addressing the pharisees and was add- 
ressing his faithful,loyal congregation whom he had baptized.Note 
that he did not baptize the pharisees. V/ho were those people who Tr 

were promised the baptism of the Holy Ghost? “ * > Sj. < 

l. . * 


Mattes 5 sa y "Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 5’ A 
round about Jordon went out to him and were getting baptized by 
him in the Jordan," (vHf) Luke 3:10 says John made this Holy Ghost ^ 3 
promise to al^ a "All" of course is limited by the fact that thev , $ 
would have had to have been bapitizod by him", fv 


H * 

o 

"5 H 

c ^ 


Ail the poeple of Jerusalem, Judea and around Jordan who were « 2 
baptized of John were promised the Holy Ghost baptism in Matt 3*5- ^ 
11. Some have suggested that because the words "and fire” are added! V 
some would be baptized with fires of hell and some would receive - I 
the ^oly jnost.i.o.the 12 apostles. But this would require John to <S 5 
say qr fire'. Fire refers to the purifying of the Spirit .Hal. 3; 2 * ? 
says Christ is like a refiners fire and like a fullers soao„Isa 0 4j 3 

J says the daughters of Zion will be cleansed by the Spirit and bv 
bur ning » N — u “ s: J 
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Cl 




The Lord turns their thoughts away from a natural 
reign by the power of the Holy Shost in men's hearts and 


kingdom to the 
;ut 

■ng- 


live: 


Set 

TU,'s 

OS/f> 
y-r 


note that He does not say that there will never be a literal 1- 
dom as some teach. It will come in the course of God’s orcohetio 
program. There will then be a/literal, future restoration of the 
kingdom to Israel.(see v,6) j 

BUT YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER 1/HEN THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES UPON YOU AMD 
AS A RESULT YOU SHALL BE WITNESSES OF ME IN JERUSALEM AMD IP ALT 
JUDEA AND SAMARIA AMD UNTG THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH .v.s’ 

This verse ji3£®®pU^an^outline of the book of Acts. This book is 
a treatise akhut the progressive spreading of the oospel first at 
Jerusa Chapters 1y/) then in Judea and Samaria"(8-12) and then 
towarct®’ the uttermost parts of the earth. 

Promise of power includes far more than the 12 apostles,The 
^uttermost parts of the earth were not then known.The farthest parts 
/ are in the United States , Austral la, etc/IhossHtflare 

S nesse ? there are entitled to this promise. There was a soecial 

(ch 10) r a£d f?na?C USalera(ch 2 \ Tf in Samaria < C!h S > and in Joppa 

5 :s“o n '5 e t h“ v ss s „rjs.“ nl “ d st *“’ are d ~“ • fi " ai *”»- 

i-h^ h ^ faCt thab t i lis boolc encis so a bruptly with Paul in jail and 
see theTvenyMnf 1 / 7 ^finished c:ries ou t against those who would 
thl rest- Xf £ Lt ? aS a ®P ecial dispensation marked off from 
I of y e Sosoei age. ,1e today are writing our own chapters 

to a modern day continuation of the book of acts. 

THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST TO HEAVEN ( vss 9- 14) 

„I h T ls Ptoftse of power was apparently the very last thing which 

verv wh ld t0 V lera> Th ? words of W e an 8 e ls still sneak to a 

Iround and 50 t lme looking up that they cannot look 

oeohe are " -need and the work which needs to be doneSSuch 

If rhevh!> r he 5 venly mm ded the y can be of no earthly good"Si 

thev h wL?d hi ZaV t d ° n J, he m ° unt waiting for the Lord to comeback 

h ‘ It been “Hf the man Jesus talked about who buried a 
talent under the ground.(Matt 25?15ff.) 

^ cWR oilv a r dr ^? ed bhem a ? "Men,Galileans” .Some have curi- 

n fr ° n tnLS that only the twelve apostles from Gali- 

.ee //ere tnere and no women or any other non-Galileans were there 
The same logic would have us believe that Peteronlvprlachedthe" 

lnd P neon?e m ?rrf nd r JUdeana (s ? e 2l I4) and thus excludedTheLomen 
fli tUS/ f ?P . otller coun tries who were there. Such arguments if 
iollowed to their natural conclusion would demand only men be in 
tne church because Jesus said "except a KAN be born again?.;?./ 

Some would have us believe that the doctrine of the second com- 


‘via t- 

'*Me 
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ing of Christ should cause us not to make any long range plans but 
simply to await Christ's return in a very passive manner. These 
two angels were send from the very throne room of heaven to refute 
such an attitude; 

Some again would have us believe that there will be no literal 
bodily return of Christa The Jehovah's witnesses have taught this 
for years® Some who referred to themselves as Pentecostal have 
borrowed this doctrine and began to teach that the second coming 
of Christ is fullfilled in some type of latter rain revival. If 
they were really Pentecostal however they would hear the words of 
the angels in verse 11; 

They said,"Jesus*, i .shall come again IN THE SAME VJAY AS you saw 
Him going into heaven," (see Bauer's Lexicon p.835 on troops ) The 
going away of Christ was bodily, literal,physical,and visible.And 
so will the coning of Christ be according-to v.11.(see also Zech. 
12s10 where the Jews will actually see Christ's wounds)The reader 
should check the 14th chapter of Zechariah for various details of 
what will happen when Christ comes back to the mount of 01ives.lt 
is of passing interest to note that Zech 14s3,4 tells us that the 
one who returns to the mount of Clives will be Jehovah who is one 
and His name one.(14s 9?Acts Is 12) •. 

' CwVfih? * r <‘- ; n 

RETURF TO JERUSALEM (vss. 12-14) " ; f 

t 

Jho were the "they" who returned. Ys,13 says,jcamo uo into 
the upper room where Peter and John,etc. ,7 . • .were abiding. "There- 
fore we co ne lude tim.t~,t,hls .group...whi ch....co ntains. ' others i n add - 

ition.to., the ... twelve» Verse 13 names the eleven and marks them off 
as a special group wthin those who reutrned from seeing Jesus. 

7erse L4 tells us that this group was"continuing in prayer with 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with His brothers. "The words 
which express the continuing in Greek are the strongest possible 
for expressing continuation. This was not- ist a special meeting. 
This group continued together until the day of Pentecost. 

This verse actually is a direct parallel to Luke 24i53.Luke 247 
22,23 states,"These also returened to Jerusalem with great joy and 
were C0NSTANTL.Y (Bauer 17&) in the temple blessing (some MSS read 
"praising and blessing") God." This group we know“from Luke 24s33 
were not Just the Steven or the twelve. They were"the eleven and 
those with them." 

If the brethren of Jesus are a distinct group and were not am¬ 
ong those at Pentecost who received the Holy Ghost then we have 
an apostle, a writer of the Bible (Gal.1j19,James Is 1,Jude 1)who 
did not receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. This would even 
tend to cast some doubt on the status of these books in our can¬ 
on. 

The fact that Hary and. her sons were marked as permanent 
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members of the Pentecostal group makes an Interesting comment &v tr 
on such- doctrines as the immaculate conception of Mary and her 
perpetual virginity# Why did she have other sons in addition to 
J esus (hark o).lf she was immaculate why did she have to receive 
the Holy Ghost as well as the others# Why did she not lay hands" 
on the others^ so that they could receive the Holy Spirit# are 
we not told that the apostles prayed to Kary to prevail upon Jesus 
Spe ? C * ‘" ls P rornise op tbe Holy Spirit baptism? Why are we told 
than they?^ OSt ^ 0S Were Mary if she is so much more important 


Indeed why have those who stress veneration to Mary been so 
slow to follow her example and receive the Holy Ghost as she did? 

THE CHOOSING OF MATTHIAS (vss 15-26) 

Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren and said,'Then,bre¬ 
thren.... Some have inferred women were not there. However it was 
customary in those days to address public meetings in this wav, 

possible reason for this is that the man represented his entire 
xamity. 


Some have felt that Peter overstepped himself here and was in 
error in doing what he did. Those who contend in this way are in 
fact condemning what the Bible leaves uncondemned. They are add¬ 
ing to the word of Godfl Usually they do this in order to make 

twelfth apostle. They are thus working from the false 
artificial assumption that there is a set number of apostles. 


Paul himself, whom they seek to defend, actually refuted 


y - , r - * "■ s *VA jf u V-4U* JU t;U C ill- iS ' 

by speaking of the 12 as a group distinct from himself. In so do¬ 
ing he recognized the validity of Matthias 1 apostleship. The set? 
number suffers further from the fact the James the Lord's brother 
was an apo stle according to Paul in Gal.Is 19. 

^ wo ]f?- d nob b f given 12 verses to describe something done by: 
the apostles oi the uord which was out of line unless there were- 
at least some condemnation of the event in the immediate context;. 

When Peter said the Scripture must needs by fulfilled, he was 
speaking from those things Jesus had told him. The Lord had open- 
ed their understanding to the book of Psalms wherein he claims to 
find passages applying to Judas. How did he/know they appliednto 
Jua a s ? According to Luke 24.44ff.he had just finished a coursl in 
the boo.c of Psalms from the great master teacher. 

S ™ e se en in Peter's account of Judas* death a contract!c- 

S gospel account which states that he went out and hang- 

hc ! tua } 1 7 Peter d oes not say his bursting open was the 
cauoc of his death out merely describes this? How would he fall 
neaalong in a field. Presumable as he was thrown or fell into a 
mass grave for burying of the poor.(see Matt,27*8). Others have 
reconciled the two accounts by presuming that Judas hanged himse? 


■r 
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at the same time as the earth quakes connected with Christ *s 
death* The earth opened causing Judas to fall over some pres 
on the property thus leading to the double account» 


Cne thing is certain if the event was as pulbie as Peter implies 
he could not have been giving wrong Information* If the event was 
so well known that the field received it 9 s name because oi it,it 
is not likely that a false story about his_death by .hanging could 
have originatedo Variant accounts occur onl;/ when, fact are not: 
well'known or are unattainable * 

Peter is not speaking as an uninspired man as he has knowledge 
of the Scripture to back him up* He proves by the Bible that Ju¬ 
das needs a replactnent• (v. 2 Oj Apparently there are only two who 
were qualified* These were chosen by vote(v*23) 

At first the lot casting seems to be capricious and by chance* 
Actually the ancients had methods of - determining whether or not 
God. rejected both of the choices * The Lord did not .answ er 3aui by 
Urim or .Thunira a ecu to I San AT hoy did. not simply force the hand . 
of God to choose between two men neither of which God might in¬ 
tend to be apostles ft Urim. and T hum in wore a form of lots as most 
Bible dictionaries w5.ll indicate*Thu fact that aver prayer they 
did receive an answer indicates that God was in o:i the choosing 
of b atthins * 

A further question which arises is whether the casting oi lots 
is the way in "which officers today should he selected* Various ^ 
things point toward a n no" answer* (l)Ilo one was ever selected, in 
this way after the church was born on. the day of Pentecost*(2)In 
the mouth of two or three witnesses every word is established 0 
This is an isolated instance* The receiving of the Holy Ghost has 
made men more capable of finding God *s will without such means• 


Some have though that if lots 
politics i etc* But. there would be 
would have more chance for eorrup 
given, by hundreds of Holy Ghost f 
not lead by lots today we are lee 
the OT men needed externa?, intern 
have a much more Intimate contact 
need lots in • addi t ion to the lea.;? 
affront to the Holy Ghost as we 'li¬ 
ar e hot in touch with God enough 
among them,then they are rot quad 
mit to the reader that the minist 
today is well qualified and on a 
century A.D* Thus we do not pick 
ministers of the CHURCH were neve 
actually born 


were used there would be less 
more a Lots cast by one or two 
t? on to slip in than would votes 
UJed ministers»?Moreover we arc 
d directly by the Holy Ghost • In 
effete guidance but today we 
with the Lord. To say that we 
log of the Holy Ghost is An 
as the ministry. If ministers 
t.o pick those who are qualified 
ifled for the ministry. I sub- 
ry of the Pentecostal church, 
par with the ministry in the 1st 
our ministers in a, way in which 
x selected after the church was 
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CHAPTER THO 

■THE RECEPTION OF THE HOLY GHOST (vss 1-4) 

"THEY were all gathered together in the same place..."Once again 
v/c ask, "Who were THEY# ?" Some have attempted to say the 11 since 
noun is the "eleven apostles" in li2C. Thus th^y presume a pronoun 
always agrees with the n earest antecedent.This is a rule which 
has- never existed in any languagel 

Try this in _Acts_ .Bj.Jj5 "THEY were baptized in Jesus name" .The 
nearest masculine plural noun is the "Apostles" in 8;14. This then 
would lead us to believe that the apostles went down to Samaria 
and got re-baptized by Phillip. Take also I John 3a 2 says,"//hen 
he shall appear" speaking of Christ. The nearest mascyline, sing¬ 
ular noun is"the Father" in verse one.Therefore our friends have 
conceded the issue that Jesus Christ is the Father with this rule.! 

Actually a pronoun refers back to the nearest POSSIBLE antece¬ 
dent.The nearest possible is the 120 in 1*15. The promise of power 
was given to the "eleven AND those with them"(read Luke 24?33,49) 
The promise of power was made to all those whom John baptized.(see 
Matt 3*6-11) 

Imagine the surprise and shock that all these Y/ould find to see 
that the Lord had no intention of making good his promise to them 
but that only the eleven were receiving the Holy Ghost SiS 

According to verse two a mighty rushing wind and tongues like 
as of fire came down on them. Some have tried to say that if 
people today received the Holy Ghost they would have to receive 
it in this way. Thus they betray their ignorance of hermeneutics. 

In the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be establish¬ 
ed; There were many things which took place when people received 
the Holy Ghost but the one common element was that they spoke in 
tongues. Note the following table outlining various things which 
oecured* 

Acts 2 ,• 1 Acts 10*45 Acts 19:5 

wind,fire magnified God prophesied 

SPOKE IN TONGUES SPOKE IN TONGUES SPOKE IN TONGUES 

The wind, the fire, the magnifying of God, the prophecying are 
not common elements. There is only one element which became a 
pattern and is established as such by three witnesses and that is 
SPEAKING IN TONGUES Hit 


Verse four says they were all "filled with the Holy Ghost". 
Some have suggested that there are different kind of fillings of 
the Holy Ghost.They teach that there is a miraculous and a non- 
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miraculous lilling, One might then ask,How can you get anv more 
into a vessal after it is filled. How can it hold anymore?????? 
.^jw can there be measures# There are no such thing a s> measures, 
portions or various kinds of fillings taught anywhere in the oa- 
ges of God's i Jord. 

^3? 34,"God does not give the Spirit by mea¬ 
sure,,'(The words "unto Him" are in ‘H-t;alios and thus absent from 
the uree.c tert^) Each and every time someone received the Holy 
oiv.rit or was FILLED with the Holy Spirit something miraculous 
too-; place 3 .‘dote the following table? 


Na me... of per son f i 11.ed 


miraculous effects 


’Jhen filled 


John the baptist 


Elizabeth 

Zechariah 

Jesus 

Stephen 


Phillip 


comes in spirit and power of Luke Is 15 
£1ij ah „rairacu1ous propheeies 
(I;att,3s10,11‘Luke Is16ff.) 



jo miraculous prophecy 


P miraculous prophecy 

?|Jin’i ra c • m ini s t ry 

many signs and wonders 
(Acts 6) 

many signs and wonders 
(Acts 8) 


Luke 1s 41 
Luke 1s 6 7 
Luke (: s1 
Acts 6;5 


Acts 6s Iff, 


Thus we can see that each and every time Luke or any other 
writer speaks or a 'filling", he means a hIRACULOUS filling :l 
there is only one other writer who uses the term "filled with 
the Spirit” and that is Paul(in Eph,5;18)~ 

Some have sought to show that Paul was teaching a non-mlraeu- 

if 1 , 11 ! 1 ®- b > y . a P ea l 1 >fJS to a similar passage in Col.(3s lS)whic* 
so..,,,. Let tne .lord of Christ: dwell in you, 080 " They see in this 
proof that tne Spirit dwells in us through the Jord. Of course 
anyone who nas ever read Ephsians and Colossians knows that they 
ate not exactly identical hut only similar in some details,They 
c.?;o not.,like the synoptic gospels, identical occurences of the 
some speaches of Paul. Thus they cannot be appealed to as a 
parallel passage. 

In. public; debate I challenged a leading exponent of this view 
to^prove that they were parallel passages like those of the syn¬ 
optic -gospels. He declined to do this or ever mention this as an 
argument again.There is simply no "such animal" as a passage that 
teach a non-miraculous filling. 

Each time men were filled with the Holy Ghost in the Bible,God 
made some miraculous sign to be done through the person being 
filled., Luke would have thought the idea of a non-miraculous in¬ 
filling as strange indeed. 
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REACTION OF THE CR07D(vss 5-12) Some have inferred that the apostles 
were preaching t:o the crowd in tongues . This is not the case. The 
pr eaching starts in vs .,14 ,Thi.s wa s a miraculous si gn which drew 
the_cr.ot7d so that Peter ~could preach to them and so that His preach? 
ing could have more force behind it* As sign of course was not 
absolutely essential because Peter had enough Scripture to sub¬ 
stantiate what he said then. 


The dispersal of the Jews had gone far and wide. There is evi¬ 
dence even from archeology that Jews were spread throughout the 
worldo The one thing which drew them together were the national 
feasts which man}/ tried to get back to Jerusalem in order to cele¬ 
brate, This dispersal of the Jews though seemingly cruel was get¬ 
ting the werId ready for the reception of the gospel. The words 
’’from every nation under heaven” of course are an exaggeration 
for effect as is Rom 1:8. 


The people listed about 15 languages or localities. Verses 5 
and 6 imply an even greater number of languages were spoken than 
whichever section of the crowd was being quoted in verses 10-12, 
Verses five and sir imply that almost all the known languages of 
the world were being spoken ac that time, Thig of course would 
not be possible if the Apostles only were speaking. They were on¬ 
ly 12 men* 

Some have suggested that the fact that the speakers arc call¬ 
ed "Galileans” in verse 7 proves they had to be the apostles. It 
must be pointed out that this was only one section of the crowd 
which said this. This is an uninspired opinion. It was based on 
only the part of the band which whoever said that heard,At any 
rate no body can prove that the 120 were not all Galileans,Christ 
did not have a very groat following from Jerusalem.lt was the 
' center of Eis opposition so most of the 120 were probably Galil- 
• eans. 

Seme have thought that it is pointless to prove all the 120 
spoke in. tongues because what they did has no implication for 
believers today and what God does through them. However, if it 
is admitted (and it is by some) by our opponents that the 120 did, 
then it is established that, this is the pattern for the New Test¬ 
ament church. If everyone received i.t p then is part of our stand¬ 
ard and guide which our opponents admit is the only rule of faith 
and practice and claim for the New Testament the distinction of 
being our only standard for worship 0 

As today the audience had mixed reaction. Some asked "Jhat 
meanoth this?" Others mocked and said they were drunk,(ys ,.l2) 
Would to God that all would approach this experience today with 
the query,”.7hat is this all about?". Instead many want to classi¬ 
fy it before they have even the most elementary,basic understand<• 
ing about it, Or they will accept some one elses conclusions 
without even trying to hear Pentecostals state their own case :ll 
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IMTRODUCT101 T TO PETER'S SERM0N(verses 14-21) 

Peter stood up with the elven 0 (v,14) Since the "eleven" must, be 
mentioned here as a special group, they are obviously a special, 
distinct group within the 120„ Otherwise we would simply be told 
that Peter stood up with the others * These were the leaders of the 
early group and are thus mentioned here. The statement in no way 
implies that the only ones who received the Holy Ghost wore the 
eleven. 


Peter’s address was a stereotyped formal one and in no way. 
would limit the audience to men o nly . Some feel that because it 
states that"these men are not drunk” it rules out women in the 
group,Cv.15) The reason they feel this way is that they desire to 
exclude the 120 from those who received the Holy Ghost.Actually 
there were women in the apostolic grpup(£ - * 14) as well as in Peter 1 
audience at Pentecost, t*'"'[? * ft .■ 1'f, & • T. ■ %*} If. e ^ * 


Peter said,"This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel*. 
(v,17)Some have sought to contradict Peter’s words and flagrantly 
deny that Peter’s quotation of Joel does not refer to the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. They state that "pouring" could not refer to 
baptism. This of course is to deny the very usage of the Greek 
word for baptism. The word is used of "flooding,enguifment in debts 
covering by waves,etc. A root word for "baptize" is used to de¬ 
scribe Nebuchadnezzar who was "wet" (bapto) with the dew of heaven. 
(Greek translation,of Daniel 4:33). All of these actions are more 
or less consistent with the idea of pouring. A flood cannot come 
without the pouring of rain, A "pouring" can indeed be a baptism 
if enough of the water or Holy Ghost is poured out to completely 
immerse the subject. 


In the next few paragraphs we shall analyze the quotation from 
the prophet Joel to which Peter made reference.(Joel 2:28-31) Any¬ 
one who seeks to establish that this is not a miraculous measure, 
of the Holy Spirit baptism has the burden of proof squarely on his 
shoulders to establish that it is not. An artificial theory that 
no one but the apostles received it could never be sufficient.The 
fact that many of those* associated with' the alleged "so-called" 
churches of Christ have sought to say that this does not refer to 
the Holy Ghost bant ism is very clear proof that many of them rec:- 
nognize full well the clear proof that whatever those verses are 
referring to continues throughout the ITT era and is indeed for 
b elieve rs today . 

In developing comments on Joel 2:28ff.the clear import shall be 
emphasized that they tell us of an experience freely availabe to 
believers today. The following are some phrases from Peter’s words? 


IN THE LAST DAYS..«*These words always describe conditions which 
extend THROUGHOUT the last days, consider a verse such as Isaiah 
2:2 "In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s house shall bo 
ENDURING nof"(or the Hebrew might read "shall be in an establish- 
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od state") Arc wo to believe that the mountain (if it be t 
church as so-called churches of Christ affirm) endured only 
the first hundred years of the last days or is it: yet ondur 
Take the verso,Lure 17? 26. It states,"As it was in the days 
Noah thus shall it bo in the days of the Son of man ..They wr¬ 
ing and drinking, marrying, giving in marriage until thechy 
entered into the ari,,,," Are we to believe that eating and 
ing were only for the the first few years of the anostlie a 
wo to believe that marriage was for the days of the apostle 


during 
. 0 
1 ng i 

of 

re eat- 
Noc.h 
drink- 
go?Are r 
s oniv.# 


Actually modern day miracle fighters must: say this to be consi¬ 
stent, Row can one go to I Corinthians and say that certain prin¬ 
ciples regulating marriage are binding and continue for believers 
tcuay( ICor. 7) while regulations concerning gifts of the Spirit in 
chapters 12-1A ceased ;ll 


Many more examples could be given to sustain what should have 
been obvious without examples, but: wo will list only one more •Con¬ 
sider II Tim.3s'1-5. No are told " in the la st days difficult times 
shall bo present (only in 1 AD????).,.men shall bo lovers of them¬ 
selves, lovers of money (in 1 AD only?)...having a form of godli¬ 
ness but d enyinn the power thereof." In public debate with author 
and radio speaker Ray Ferris the author affirmed that the Holy 
Spirit was for believers today. Ho presented this line of argument:. 
Ho stated that ho wondered who it was that would be denying the 
power tonight. Mr.Ferris stated that ho did not have time to deal 
with this(in one full hour of speaking!)but that there was an ans¬ 
wer to it and anyone who came to him in private would be told 
what it was.Presumably this minister who claimed ho was working 
with the Church of Christ spent many a Bible study after the de¬ 
bate straightening his folks out on this point:!:: 


I //ILL POUR CUT 11 ? SPIRIT. .. .Church of Christ (so called) James 
Tuten has preserved for us the following quotation from the great 
Hebrew scholar Theodore Laetsch. Laotseh comments on the Hebrew 
tense cf the word pour in Joel 2:28 and says,"Imperfect of progres¬ 
sive duration denotes the ever-presen t outpouring on generati on 
after generatio n."(from Laetsch*Co m me ntary on the M inor Prophets 
in loco.as quoted by Jimmy Tuten in Class M o tes on the Holy Spirit 
p.14. This point was used in two separate debates with ministers 
who said they represented the Churches of Christ.(once where hr. 
Tuten himself was moderator) Ho reply wha ts oev er was made;: ; In 
the last debate Tuten and company had almost a full year to study 
out an answer to the point yet once again silence reigned supreme: 


The idea was that if the outpouring had been only temporary 
the imperfect tonee would not have boon used. The ebrow language 
had a prophetic perfect which would have described, the kind of 
language our friends who think they represent the Churches of 
Christ would like to find in Joel 2s23, 
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the words '•uDon aii , f?^h” ? S men y° nec ^ have claimed that 
sentativcs r flesh " £ efer to the twelve apostles as reore- 

fews and Cornelius as a representative of the 

iffia?r'-2iVinds l ^fnes£"^r% S ° me P^illty « ^ 

u Klnas 01 flesh .But of course he failed to say this 




■ , _•.-« -v ■■■■ • 

I yn ‘ ~ 

■?• ' /•"•si - f '’ . - -Vd-/ ’ f/ ■ .»• V-.t;: ' 


the"end ofALL LVTt, ? or instance w ^en Gen 6.1'2,13 says 

. Isa.40t 5°6 saysT"ALL rlkTlS me “ 24 P®^ 10 ” When 

people are »rac^???? ? « . 5 S ff ass » does this mean twenty four 
rlnout of fSSirif! 1 aSlCed : Chls of Mr ” Ferris but once again he 

sav^unon^v^in® • l ; nte fP r etcrs have said that because Joel 2 ,28 

; as 

that only menVT ?eaching S that P states 

1 iy m ® n ^ i *e.the 12 apostles) receive Joel's experience. 

T ’ v s ?s es 19 and 20 which really drive home the point rhar 

(whic'h ^°&oef 2"lu ri8ht .,^ to y the i end J oTt^eTerte^O 

ed to darknit= hZ% 12 IV sa ys. Ihen(next)...thesun shall be turn¬ 
ed to darkness before the great day of the Lord comes." 

sbs-iE^i; u 11 - 

a .f^ Thu f u Peter an( ^ J oel are saying that the next event in time* 
after the outpourings of the Holy Spirit is^S turSim tn >^ 

coming S of Christ W (24?29 M 301 th tha £ thiS wU1 take P la ce at the 
till thecoK Chris?? 5 J the outpowixvgs will C 6«ti«ue 

Uoe^m^eaTto^ay Heb ^ w t0 see this. If Peter 

Citing thi?' ,? then had no business whatsoever in 

ting this part of Joe-1 *s prophecy.lt had nothing att all to do 
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t?ith the outpourings of the Holy Spirit. He misapplied the passage 
unless he was trying to warn his audience that the coming of Christ 
would immediately follow the cessation of the Holy Spirit out¬ 
pourings. 


Compare how Jesus preached at Nazareth in Luke 4.He was quoting 
from Isaiah 61 si and listing a series of topics. But he broke off 
and did not finish the verse* He left out the words the"day of 
vengenee of our God" because it did not ’immediately follow his 
ministry* 


MAIN BODY OF PETER 1 SERMON (vss 22-36) 
Christ's life and death (vss.22-23) 


Christ was "approved of God kmong voa obv miracles,signs p &wonders 
which God did through Him in your midst"(v*22) Some have laid the 
stress on the word "approved"* Jesus.they says,is already approved 
by miracles. Are we unbelievers so as to seek additional proof 
beyond that given in the Bible* According to this theory the 
apostles should never have worked any miraloes to give proof to 
men of the fact of the living Christ/2 But note Acts 4:33 tells 
us that some time later that the apostles were still giving wit¬ 
ness by signs and wonders of the ressurrection of Christ. If 
Acts 2:22 is supposed to refute miracles being wrought as witnesi?;•: 
to Christ then Acts 2:22 refutes Acts 4:33, I called this to my 
friends attention in our debate but he did not have sufficient 
time to answer it. 


(On the thought of the words "through Him" indicating that 
Christ is a separate person from God see note on Acts 10:38 and 
also the author*s commentary on John verses 5:19,14:10,etc.) 

—' Actually Peter laid stress on the words "in your midst" and 
"among you". The tford is confirmed to others, to other beings# 

(see Markl6:20) It is confirmed to people. He still have people, 
others, other beings to which the word needs confirming and 
hence we still need miracles. Peter did not mean Christ was 
approved by these miracles to every man, women and child who 
would ever live on the earth otherwise all the miracles in the 
book of Acts and elsewhere in the NT would be illegal and 
fraudulent 2 2 2 

"This one was delivered up by the determined counsel and forO' 
knowledge of God.,." Christ's death was not accident. It was in 
the eternal decrees of God. It was God's plan of redemption for - a 
lost anddyitig race. God gave His Son but the Son given was also 
the everlasting Fater,(Isa,9:6) This verse of course is referring 
to the human nature of Christ as the lamb slain before the fcunda> 
Cion of the world(Rev.13:8) There is nothing that teaches of an 
eternal council of the members of the Trinity, It is the councJ.l 
of one person and one person alone which decides the fate of Jest ’ 





Commentary on Acts 


-22 


r'h. 

r 


:,cts 2?22-3Q^ 


The ressurrection and exaltation of Christ * (vs 3 .24-36) Pot ex- 
states the fact of the ressurrection in verse 24,What he states 
he first proves by the Bible,Amir.is not needed to validate 
Christ's ressurrection. There are reliable witnesses and there 
is prrof from the Bible. Thus when our friends say that miracles 
are not. needed because we nave the written word, the reply is 
that the}/ were not needed then i ooaus they could prove Christ 
was the messiah by the Bible then .. 


Some may say, "Doesn't that prove two persons? One raised His 
Son from the dead," 7/hat they forget is to at Jesus said, "I will 
raise (my body) from the dead, "(John 2.o 19-22) The ressurrection. 
refers to the ressurrection of Christas body, Jesus as God did 
not die. 


Peter quotes Ts. 1 to prove the ressurrection. David distin¬ 
guishes between himself and Christ. He says,"Thou wilt not leave 
my soul in Hades., 0 «" David's soul was presumably taken to hea¬ 
ven after the ressurrection of Christ. But he adds,"not wilt thou 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption." This is very different 
from an indestruotable soul not bing left in Hades which will 
one day deliver up all the dead in it.(Rev.20s11-15) This part 
of the verse had to refer to Christ and could not possibly re¬ 
fer to David, 

Peter further develops this theme by referring to Ps« 132:11 
where it was prophesied that the "fruit of his (David's) loins 
"would sit on his throne. Some teach, such as the Jehovah's wit¬ 
nesses that as far as Christ's human nature is concerned He is 
dead as a door nail. Pastor Russel taught that Christ's body 
probably dissolved into gases. This would make God's words to 
David about the fruit of his loins just a joke, according to 
Jehovah's witnesses the fruit of “David's loins is no more. Thus 
they confess that they are not after all Jehovah's witnesses or 
they would teach what Jehovah taught about the human nature of 
JesusS 


The exlatation of ChristCvss 33-35) Verse 33 says Christ was 
exalted by the right hand of God« Any exaltation refers to the 
human nature of Christ and not to His Divinity, If Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit are equal one cannot exalt the other any higher, 
Jesus Himself said a teacher could not rise above his master .-.As 
God Jesus is "Lori of all" (Acts 10? 36) but as a man in the .flea 
He needed to be exalted. As God we are "complete in Him "who is 
the head of ALL (how much???principality and power".(Col 2?10) 


The words "right hand" of course are figurative of power as v 
Lx* 15,etc, ITo literal right hand came out of heaven when Christ 
was exalted, but Ho was raised into heaven by the invisible 
power of God,(uctc 1 til) 
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Peter goes on to say that Jesus received the promise of the 
Spirit# But our friends will once again he hard pressed to ex¬ 
tract a separate Divine person from all of this# In what sense 
did Jesus need the promise of the Spirit#(of.Luke 4;14) In that 
way did Be need to go about in the "power of the Holy Spirit" 
(Lk.4:14)/? Does this refer to Jesus as God? '/hat kind of piti¬ 
ful, emasculated Divinity does this give Christ. Dow can too 
persons be equal and yet one need the other before He can work 
a miracle#(John 5?1C) 

As man Christ received the Holy Ghost but as God verse 33 tells 
us that He poured it out. According to Joel 2:27 the one who 
poured out the Holy Ghost said,"I am God and there is none else," 
This is undeniable Christ! ./hat on earth did the other two persons 
think when Christ said,"I am God and there is: none else."????? 

Peter goes on to prove Christ's ascension and glorification 
by quoting IPs. 110:1 where God said,"The Lord said to my Lord..#’ 1 
This refers to the communication of trie’ flesh and Spirit of 
Christ# Christ was a nan in all points like as we are yet without 
sin# Heb#2:17# Thus He had a human brain and a human center of 
consciousness. Those who deny the communion of the flesh and 
the Spirit of Christ deny that He had a real human nature. 

"Sit thou on my right hand until I make thy foes thy footstool.." 
It is Christ alone who defeats the nations in Rev.lStllff.lt is 
He alone who cones seated on the right hand of the power of God# 
(Luke 22: *9) Ds.llQ refers to the fact that as mean Christ cannot 
defeat the nations and needs the power of God. If a separate 
person from Christ will defeat the nations we may well wonder 
why he does not show up in Rev,19 and Isa -3:1-5. 

Verse 30 tella us that God made Jesus "both Lord and Christa" 
Some teach that this not only proves two persons but it also 
proves that Christ was the adopted Son of God. Actually it 
proves neither of the two# Jesus as God was both Lord and ChrisI: 
when His flesh experienced human birth (see Luke 2:11) according 
to Bauer's lexicon p#G88 the word here translated "make" can 
refer to an already existing fact made fully public to all mohr 
(of.also St.John 5s 18) In what sense was Jesus already Lord and 
in what sense did He have to be MAD2 Lord???????There is only 
one possible answer2\:! 

The reaction and conclusion to Peter's sermon(vss 37-42) 

"When they heard this, they were stupified#" (Bauerp.41)The 
Greek word means "pierce or stab"Thoy felt a sharp pain in their 
heart,They knew that the national guilt of Christ's death would 
be upon them. None besides the Jews in the ancient world could 
better understand the idea.’of national, coorporate guilt.Rev.1 % 3 
(Zech 12:10) says they shall look upon Him whom they have pierced- 
Though the Romans pierced Jesus, Jews are dealt with in the same 
way as if they did the piercing. 
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Such a hd'nsfe of sin and guilt is rare in many places in our 
day. Great men of the past such as Luther ,Bunyon, nil ton sensed 
it, but today a confessed sinner is hard to find. Thank God for 
the convicting power of 1 the Holy Ghost. ’ 

: i 

Note that there was emotion involved in their conversion. It 
was not just an intellectual receiving of the word in their minds. 
There was a strohg, piercing emotion not just a little crocodile 
tear and a little bowing of the head we are too familiar with li J 
A mere piercing of the intellect would never have brought the 
multitude to repentance. It had to get to their hearts 

> i 

hhen it did, they asked,"hhat should we do?" 7Jhat a chance for 
?eter to work in his doctrine of "easy-believism"S They had alrea¬ 
dy confessed that they were guilty of Peter’s charges 0 They recog¬ 
nized their sin. They confessed it with their mouth by this ques¬ 
tion, They had accepted that Jesus was the messiah and that he 
rose from the dead. 

r 

According to much of the religious world Peter should have 
said,"DO??????? Vay you don’t do anything. Ch rist did it alls 
Just believe and you’ll coast right into glory." How often are 
we chided for preaching a doctrine of works! Peter’s very own 
words in the next verse prove beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
there is a response on people’s part. There is something we must 
do.The following is an anlysis of the steps which Peter outlined? 

REPENT^ It means literally"change your mind".(rneta + noeo) But 
the noema is more than intellect. It refers to the whole person. P 
Bauer defines it as "purpose,design." It Implies a total change 
in the life style of the individual. The whole man must repent 
and be given to God, For a deeper analysis of this word Kittel’s 
Theological Dictionary of the NT is one of the best sources. It 
is not just a man's mind that repents. He repents with every 
fibre of being which he possesses. Those who refuse baptism c;o:h-'By: 
fess they they have only a superficial, intellectual repentance 
and that it does not cover their outer man and thus is diffident 
in the inner man as well! They do not have the sane kind of rep¬ 
entance Peter had or they would do what Peter taught. 

BE BAPTIZED.i.e,immersed* This is the usual meaning of the word 
to a Greek, The Greek church never bought sprinkling from the 
rone. This would bo like,saying,"Here you immersed by sprinkling 
or by pouring?" "Baptized" is in the passive voice. This is prob¬ 
ably why many will not submit to baptism. They do not want to cone 
under any authority or be passive in any way. If it was some great 
work that they did, like ITamaan of old, they would be way out in 
front. Being plunged under the water goe3 against the grain of 
old man flesh which like a cat does not like to get wet. The sub¬ 
ject of baptism by immersion will be more fully discussed in the 
Theology course on the church. 
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2/vrs ONE OF YOU- But today this has been changed to "those of you 
xTho'feel so disposed." or "if that's your conviction.' he that bel- 
ieveth and is bantized shall be saved" has been turned around to ^ 
read "He that is saved,we shall baptize Easter ^unday v/eatnei -- 

mitting. 1 ' 

III TI-IE MALE OF JESUS CHRIST... «o one doubts that when we repenp 
we use the name of Jesus. I T o one doubts that wneri we pray oi -ncn 
we preach, we use the name of Jesus, but he " 


the name B £>ut tocay we arc tutu uy ------ - 

means anything else besides actually calling the name over 
candidate; Thfs tonic is covered in detail in the course or.Pente¬ 
costal doctrine and was treated in some respect in the comment 
on Matt,28*1?. 

FOR THE EEKI3ST011 OF YOUR SINS...This has been changed to "for 
the fun of it." de are told that this means "because your sins 
have been remitted," One of the verses used to prove tna_ tne 
Greek expression here means "because; of" isphere tne 
repented "at or into(eis) the preaching ox Jona . y.nis io suppoo 
ed to be a causal use of'eis".("els" is translated for m Act^ 

2s 38). Actually "eis" shows RESULT in Katt.l?.j 41. ibey 

not because of but "as a result of. tne preaching 01 Jo»~..t,e.,>iit 

is an ordinary use of "eis". The meaning because is 

sial (Bauer 229 ) .Vie should not insert a controversial,aoupUul. 

mining when an ordinary, well established meaning would do ju.h. 

as well* 

The full Greek exoression translated "for the remission of sms 
is eis aphesin hamartian. The exact same expression is used in 
Matt.25s28. Me are told Christ's blood is to be sned ior tne 
remission of sins." Are we to believe Christ's blood was shed_ 

BECAUSE our sins were adreadY ^ a X 8 n^anelv^o " 

which apoaretxtly* aoply to Matt.26* 28 but wmen do not apply to 

Acts 1% 38! More will be said about this in tne theology course 
on salvation.' 

AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE THE C-IFT OF THE HOLY GHOST. "Shall" does 
not necessarily demand that the receiving iuw» to be simultaneous 
with the baptizing in each and every case, mere ma> be thin^o 
which the individual has not given up then or the individual o 
life may not yet be yielded so_as to allow the Spirit to come u 
in the baotismal measure. The noly Spirit is a gentleme .. 

3:34 says" "God does not give the Spirit witn measure ,bui no¬ 
where does it say God gives it with a "ram rod". 


s^ence of the 
about He will receive 


One thing is certain if someone has the repen 
WHOLE MAH and the baptism Peter was talking abou ( 
the Holy Ghost in the water speaking in tongues as^tne opiriL 
gives utterance. Those who have not yet received tms experience 
would do well to examine their repentance and their baptism. 
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There are those who would have us to believe that there are 
different kinds of gifts of the Holy Ghost, There is a miraculous 
and a non-miraculous gift.Luke would have been surprised about 
this. He never uses "gift of the Holy Ghost" in any other sense ^ 
than a miraculous, supernatural measure.(see 10:45 j8?20$11s15,17) 

The only passage left is Acts 2:38, This lone,single passage 
we are told talks about a non-miraculous gift of the Holy Ghost. 
The reason they believe this is because v.39 tells us everyone 
can receive it. They either have to admit we all can get it or 
some how sneak it out of the passage. To do this they invent 
a man made idea of a non-miaculous measure of the Holy Ghost. I 
called this to an opponent's attention in public debate. His only 
reply was "if Mr.Ferguson brings that up again I'll answer it,"It 
was brought up again of course without reply except my opponent 
bade anyone in the audience who was interested to see him in 
private for an explanation. I do not know if anyone accepted this 
invitation. 

THE PROMISE IS UFTO YOU., .//hat promise? Acts-Luke knows only 
of a miraculous promise of power.(Luke 24:49?Acts 1:4) The only 
gift mentioned in the context was the pouring out of the Spirit 
according to Acts 2:4 (see Acts 2:17) 

AND TO YOUR CHILDREN...This was 33 AD. An infant living there 
could have gotten this promise when he was 90 or 100 in 33 A,D, 

Yet we are told Chat there was no Holy Ghost bad: ism after 65AD 
by some would-be evangelists. 

AID TO ALL THAT ARE AFAR OFF.Parallelism demands afar off in 
time stretching right into the 20th .* century.Bauer's lexicon 
allows this interpretation for eis makran. 

EVEN AS Many as THE LORD OUR GOD SHALL CALLED. This is the whole 
earth(Fs.50:1) He calls by the gospel which is to every creature 
in the NT age!(II Thes 2s14{Mark 16:15) 

verse 40i "T'7ith MANY other words..,." Some believe Acts 2:38 is the 
end of the road when it's really just the beginning, 

ver se 41: As many as received the word were baptized.••"Note how 
the receiving of the word is connected with baptism. 

Verse 42:"They were all continuing in the apostles doctrine" 

The Greek here suggests continuous, unending action. This is the 
strongest way they could put it. Hot just on Sunday and Wednesday 
night but 24 hours a day, 

"and fellowship". They did not go home and say,"I won't follow 
i^any man,I can get just as close to God out on the golf course as 
in church."They needed the fellowship of brethren as bad as they 
needed the doctrine. 
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They also continued in breaking of bread. This was probably 
not referring to a regular Sunday morning observance of the Lord's Sup¬ 
per. The only other place where this exact wording is used is Luke 24*35, 
This is referring to an ordinary meal which the Lord had with His disc¬ 
iples.This may have referred to a "love feast" which was celebrated by 
the early churoh.The fellowship of early members was closer than family 
ties. 

Finally, they all continued in prayer. All these things must 
' be in balance to be apostolic; Doctrine, fellowship, sharing,and 
prayer. All must be regularly included in the church. 

, Every soul, had a godly reverence or fear. And signs and won¬ 
ders were done, Many in our time want to have signs and wonders 
and yet have little if any respect for authority. 

Verse 45 tells of a common fund. Everyone was selling his poss¬ 
essions and giving them to the common treasury. The following 
items should be kept in mind about this custom* 

1. This was voluntary and unsolicited. 

2. There were requirements to get this aid.(II Thes 3,1 Tim.5) 

3. All property would soon be valueless as the Romans were 

soon to come in and destroy everything, 

4. The custom does not seem to have been practiced outside of 

Jerusalem, 

5. No one contributed to Social Security in those days. 

6,In an atmosphere of persecution all real estate would proba¬ 
bly eventually be confiscated. 

Verse 45*"Now they were spending a great deal of time in the 
temple every day, and in breaking bread from house to house, 
sharing(their) food with glad and simple hearts," 

Verse 47*"In praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord was adding to their number those who were getting 
saved." 

All their lives revolved around the churfch. Modern saints of¬ 
ten think it is none of the pastor’s business where they spend 
their time. Notice how closely revival is connected with how 
various members of the church get along.There was no pretious- 
ness...no putting on airs. They did not let one person do all 
the work not did they try to"out do"eac:h other. 
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CHAPTER THREEsHealing of the Lame Man 
THE HEAL 1115 (vss.l-8)s 

tie were told in vs,46 of the second chapter that the apostles 
and the early church spent a great deal of time in the temple. 
They continued to do this ah long as they were allowed. The old 
system was not willingly left. It was wrong, but they continued 
to work within the system. All great reformers through the ages 
never left their churches until they were forced to. 

Many in our day have the idea if everything is not like they 
should be(including possibly everything but the color of chairs 
on the platform) that they must leave the church. Such people 
could not possibly be the successors of the aoostles and re¬ 
formers or they would stay in and try to exert a godly influence 
until this becomes impossible, 

// They stared at the lame man. They saw him every day(v,2) But 
l[ today was special. There was something about that man that 

caught their attention. Perhaps it was the working of the Spirit. 
Perhaps as Paul in Acts 14?9 they supernaturally discerned some 
worthy quality in him. Whatever it was it was not faith, for he 
expected to get a “hand out" from them, 

--There is an apocryphal story of two church officials in the 
middle ages. One said,"Hell we sure can't say,Silver and gold 
i have I none' anyone!" They other replied thoughtfully,"Ho, but 
we can't say,'Rise and walk' either!" Could this ever become 
true in our own ranks?????? 

There are many people today who come to our churches expecting 
to be entertained or just for social reasons. Like this man they 
receive something far more precious than gold. To help them we 
must notice them as did Peter. Many a hypocritical temple goer 
had turned away in scorn.(cf.Lke 10) Those who leave without 
even a handshake may rise up in the day of judgment, 

He must get their attention."Lo ok on u s".they said,(v,4)They 
did not say look on Jesus, T hey were the representatives^of the 
Lord., For us to expect the attentionAof such 'people our live!” 
must have something in them worthy of it.The social gospel woule 
teach him a trade, get hiiji a job, help his family, but the true 
gospel made him walk, 

When the nan was healed, he did not quietly thank him and go 
on his way. He went into the temple with them leaping and prais- 
i n 8 God, This would have been a disgraceful show of unintelligent 
^ emotion to many of our religious moderns. 

REACTION TC THE HEALING (vss 9-12) 
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The people were filled with amazement and excitement. The mul¬ 
titude began to gather. It was not because they had the"Hinging- 
spell Quartet l, or because of a special promotion drive but a mir¬ 
acle iof God had happened. It was something different. It was 
otherworldly. Someone has said,"If you get on fire for God.peoole 
will come to watch you burn!" If we had more of the power of'God, 
we would need fewer promotion "gimmicks". 


Verse 12 gives us the apostles reaction. They did not form a 
healing line and. give everybody-prayer cards. They did not bill 
themselves as God's men of the hour. They completely denied any \\ 
credit whatsoever for this miracle. James 5i16 and 17 states how )\ 
that ordinary men who have faith and righteousness may be used J) 
of God in mighty signs and wonders. The apostles did not work v 
miracles because they had an exclusive franchise on some magical 
power but they had found the secret of power in the name of Jesus. 


vss.13-26) 


Note that Feter again is the speaker. The man who a while be¬ 
fore had been so quick to disown the Lord now became the spokes¬ 
man of the group. 


The first part of the sermon as usual presents the unjust mur¬ 
der of Christ. The opening remarks are colored by the language 
of Isa,52-53(52* 13) which tells us of the suffering.atoning death 
and glorification of God's servant. Verses like Isa.53s2 remind 
us that this is referring to the human nature of our Lord. It is 
as man that He has the form of a servant(Phil.2*6) and is glori¬ 
fied. 


Note that Peter holds them personally responsible for the act, 
but puts the Roman government in a much more favorable light,(v. 
13) He does not spare them any mercy. He reminds them that Pilate 
wanted to release Jesus. He reminds them also about Barrabus. A 
good,God appointed minister will not hold back out of politeness 
or desire to build a huge congregation. 

They had murdered the the Prince or originator of Life, but 
God raised him from the dead.(v,15).Proof of this is Isa.52s13- 
53; 11 and actual living witnesses. A further proof is the miracle 
which they have just witnessed. 

According to vs.16 the secret of their power is not because 
Jesus laid hands on them but "on the basis of. faith in His name." 
Lrke the man who did not follow the disciples and Jesus, they 
did it in Jesus* name" (Kark 9:38). They did not have any 
special power apart from other men. They were simply putting in-/ 
to practicr the teaching about faith which they had received // 
from Christ (Kk 11:21s fcatt,21i21) He today as believers in / 

Christ have the same potential as did Feter and John, V/e cannot 
therefore excuse ourselves from not doing similar works because 
we are not apostles. 
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fvs e i7 r iP? f S ? e88 f« e Jusc a bit in the next two verses. 

' vs • 'i*- 0 ' Tney did it tnrough ingnorance and ^hat was dnno -"'A-- 

pre-armouneed bv all the nrnnhct-c, a' ‘lb Y 3 loae l - a6 ' 

„ , . * ^■** LIlt = propnecs # A good minister knows insr 

how to combine sympathy and hard preaching. But this do^no*- 

excuse then. They must repent. noL 

m 1 ni'no^Mth bne ^ r repentance and conversion will ho the 
in v 19 Vs ?L bne1 ^. srn ®* The w °rd for the blotting out of sins 

S o^l? s ^ 

c. i , tcach.es 

suggest that this verse/ that merelv a passive kind 
repentance will do this, but the word "convert" refutes thi- 
It means literally to "turn around and start the other wav "T,Wn 

i 8 sucn ta V n S a ° a passive repentance which rules out obedience 
to the commands and ordinances of God. In Scripture baotism and 

rBPWiS'fK.^r’ f" Ski 

does not nean ^ repentan P e is a condition of salvation 

g aoes not mean that there cannot be more conditions. 

that°»Mne? t 2 VS ? Se u? another goal or purpose of repentance is 
b ? 8t T t] : raeo ^ refreshing (rest; might come from the presence of 
tne Lord...." The word means literally to "brine ones soul back 

rlst n in e i s T3 8 flf t °^ , ,”" / reminds us of the p^ohesied ^ 
Sue It is something objlctiv^an^relu "it^fsom^Sr 1 ' 
ectly gS S£ Kne C0 ^ ^ W ^' Xt ~ 

wn i ll ft- refresh i ns is a f °retaste of what is to come. The Lord 

thiL to oerfeotiof tm® 5 end ChriSt J ° 8US and rsstore cvery- 

, P f Thls does not raean that the Lord and Christ 

SS“ ssH 

Christ from heaven and thus gifts are still for believers today.; 

the°SIvif hi’S?^°-nd S fl tf eve y5t lins to perfection" to nean that 

the verse dot* L'f 8inf ? 11 ****** will be restored.But 
, . ‘f otop nere. It says • "everythin/' which Or»H 

spo^e about tnrough the mouth of Hie holy oroohetsT^ ’hich” 

* Xt muat ' go with "things^as 

prophetshver 

In fact the very next verses refute such an idea. Peter quotes 
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anyone who would not hriSar tl: 


Deut.18:15-18 wiiefe Lobes sard 

prophet iod scnos would be cut off from His ceoolc . 

.F.eter goes on to prove that as seed of Abraham they have a 
right to receive the blessing of Christ.(v,25)"God raised. Mis 
servant f.JL£P„tc .£ilg|Q sent Jim back again to bless you when each 
ol you turns from your sins." This is speaking of the times re¬ 
freshing dr the gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2*39), This verse 
has a real dilemma for the Trinity doctrine. Jesus in John 14- 
i ^ spoke of sending the Holy Ghost 3ut here in this verse it is 
Christ who is sent, ITo mention is made of the sending of the 
Holy Ghost!" 

gAEISR- FCUff ARREST AND TRIAL WITH THEIR EFFECTS 
ON THE CHURCH. 


Arrest and Trial (ys* 1-21) Clarence Jordan has oroduce a rather,! 
amusing version of this story in his Cottonnatch Version of Luke i 1 
fM.. A £ t s, Hportrays the story as though they were brought be- 
lore the mayor of Atlanta. Though all of this book is not to be JJ 
endorsed, it certainly gives an interesting version. 

Despite their arrest,there were 5000 converts.Little wonder 

then that the officials were grieved. Their teaching was doubly - -. 

repugnant as the temple officials did not even accept the doctine 
of the ressurreotion. One cannot help but wonder how many aspi¬ 
ring ministers we would have if the message closed with the 
preacher f s arrest! Times have changed £ “ b 

[ Tney hated their doctrines. They did not question them about 
f them, but g they \i ante d to kn o w how this miracle had been done, h 

Apnarantl}/ taese defenses Before the priests bore fruit as Acts 
-’!/ states that a great multitude of priests believed. Jhat 
wou!d this council have thought if they could have known that 
they not only would not stop them from teaching the people but 
tnat even their own number would soon be greatl}' deoleted by 
the ministry of the disciples, 

Y 

•-:ere again it is Peter who is first to speak. Note the differ¬ 
ence the Holy Ghost makes.This was just the situation Jesus had 
told thera so much about during His earthly ministry.(see Lk,2ij 
J ^hll give you a mouth and wisdom which none of your adver¬ 
saries shall be^able to gainsay or resist.") Compare Luke 21s , 

J. j with acts 4s n. His speaking each time was so persuasive that 
a great number of priests came to believe. " 5 


i-eter s reply in 4s 10 reflects his remarks in 3s 15. He is still 
claiming no credit or special position because of this miracle, 
j.t is through the name of Jesus that the miracle was done. How 
different ..-eter 1 c attitude is from many moderns. Apparaently He 
did not have the benefit of a good public relations staff like 
some of our modern day evangelists £ 
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r'^l2 3 o? rODaec;y :7 2 i ? h . Chrlst iiac - referred to in the last verse of 
**33 now fulfilled. The stone which, the builders re iecto' 

pf. tae h ? ad p f the corner. Perhaps many of them were there whs i 
Christ told them about this, 

Peter was even stronger in his preaching to the council than 
he *-? . . en Wltn the people. He told them "neither is there sal¬ 

vation in .any other (name). For there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must! be saved. It is there- 
fore strange the little importance men attach to this name.SoS' 
0 c;ts ./here is the place the name was used??Acts 2 V 3 C 

tells us, xt was in water baptism to which the religious world 
attaches even less importance than they do the name of Jesus* : 7 ' 
It did not say we would be saved by it if this is our convictlor. 
It Saia we IvUojl be save by it Sis 

They were amazed at Peter's boldness, and the libertv with 
h® 8 po.se. Itey knew well that they were "untrained 


i_ • ; i i . - . - -iouci J.ct Lc-x. UVtTGfiOe 

his lllerateness sortie tune before his epistles. This verse is not 
to be taken as a glorification of ignorance, nor is it an ecu’- 
tion of ignorance with spirituality, 

said c ?' ncernin 6 the miracle,"lie cannot deny it." 

, Knowledge nas increased since then, There are some confessed 

1 Chr t® t J; ans '//no claim to have evidence that a miracle such as thi 
| could be explained by natural means, In their zeal to rid then-' ‘ 
selves forever of promises to miraculous oower, they explain 
away all modern miracles as psychosomatic. One such blasphemer 
/ a man on crutches who when chased by pigs throw away his 

I crutches and tooh out running. He called this "swine" healing 
instead or Divine” healing. If this imposter who claim ed to be 
1 a F 5 J^ r ^ s ? er , Ln the Church of Christ had been with the temole 
■..oriicials lie would not have been as honest as they were; l 

Since public opinion was so much in favor of the aoostles all 
tne officials could do was "threaten them. It was then that Peter 
wno nad melted before a mere servant girl uttered those imortaH 
words, :le must obey God rather than men."(v.IP;5: 29) 

EFFECTS Cl? THE CHURCH. ... (vss, 23-37) 

The Frayer feeting (vss.23-31) 

Then they were released,they returned to their own. This could 
not refer to tne other apostles. The words "own” always refers 
J? v ?§N ie °y ie ^disciples, family or servants.(see John 13si s Acts 
z 1 ' ine eirents or their report was to ma.To them lift ud their 
voices witn one accord. They did not all together repeat some 
itergical prayer which they had learned. They were in serious, 
dead earnest, ihe words "together” and "lift uo” describe the 
Pentecostal way of praying. 




Acts 4 


Commentary on Acts -33 

Tne word "together"(homothumoclon) does not imply that everyone 
said the same words. According to Bauer's Lexico n it means "with 
one mind or purpose or impulse". This prayer may be a composite 
of what all of them said or it may have been what the prayer lead 
er said, ‘ ~ 


The opening verses of this prayer contrast the lordsbn n and the 
creatorship of God.with the fact that He has spoken to His chil¬ 
dren through His Spirit B He has perfect power and wisdom and yet 
He has proven Kis interest and willingness to help in man's del¬ 
emma by providing us with a written revelation. 

The prayer then quotes the opening verses of Ps.2.(vss 25,2") 

'1& infer from their U 3 G of this Psalm that the words are prophe¬ 
tical, Tne "heat.Lien" and, the "people" who are in revolt are said 
to be those who executed Christ. They are gathered together ag- 
arnst the, Lord and against His annointed(Christ)", At a casual 
reading t.nis rcrignt seem to imply that the Lord and His annointed 
are two persons. This, however, is a reference to the dual nat¬ 
ures of Christ, 


T According to Acts 10a 38 Jesus as man was annointed with the 

holy Ghost and with power. In what sense did He need power and in 

what sense did He already have it? As man of course He needed an 

anno rating of power and as such was called Christ, As concerning 

His Divinity He was the might- God and did. not need an armointino 

wita power. As to the fact that the Lord and Christ are GPP nor-° 

son see Luke 2s 11 which say.?"a Savior which is Christ the Lord," 

Acts 2;3« -says ne is "both Lord and Christ". The distinction is 

in tne Human and Dvine natures. X called the to the attention of 

a iir o .7cyno J acre son oi Stockton,Cal. Ho was unable to show why 

this inter 1 rotation would not fit in this verse nor did ho even 

bother to try 2 ll ? 

«/ 


Verse 2/ spells out cl earl 3 ^ v/ho the indi 
The king is Herod. The ruler is Pontius Pi 
the Jews,and the heathen are the Romans. T 
first gpar-ce seen to be their victory were' 
actment of the eternal decrees of Gocl,(v,2 
together "to do \i hatsover things your hand 
ed to come to pass." (According to Trinif. 
unravelling verse 25 for us God's "hand" a 
persons c ) 


viduals are id Ps,2sl, 
late. The people are 
heir actions ’which at 
actually a passive on* 
9) They were gathered 
and counsel dotormin- 
arian logic used in 
nd His counsel are two 


Thus the elders and scribes who are against them are insignifi 
cant pawns and may be easily dealt with bv the Lord of tne uni vo 
They, do not- ask for deliverenee from then but for boldness to™ 
spee’e the word 0 (v«*29) There is no need to ask for deliverence f 
these people are under the watchful control of the Divine Sover 
eign who will not allow their authority 7 ho- go beyond His presci 
bed bounds* " * • 
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God will give them the boldness they desire by "stretching 
forth His hand so that healings and signs and wonders will be 
done«through the name of His holy child Jesus."(v.39) 77hy were 
mere members praying for signs and wonders to be done. According 


to some this was the special perogative of the apostles. More¬ 
over if the Lord left some special, magic authority in the apos¬ 


tles why did they not just ask the apostles to work more miracles. 


Instead., they identified where the power lied-in the name of 
Jesus! All knew the name of Jesus• All could therefore work mir¬ 
acles in His name (Mark 16?17), 


The hands of the church are actually an extension of the hands 
of Christ. They asked the Lord to stretch forth His hand to heal, 
(see Mark 1s 20;Heb 2 1 3,4)(also Acsts 11 s 21) Peter understood that 
this hand was the hand of the Lord Jesus Christ.(see Acts 9s34 
"Aenius , Jes us Christ makes you whole.") Paralleling Matt.12s28 
with Luke ils20will show that the Holy Ghost is the "hand of God" 
and that the fullness of the Godhead is in Jesus. 


Verse 31 gives us the answer to this prayer* The place was 
shaken. God worked a genuine miracle in answer to the simple 
prayer of ordinary members of the church* This refutes the idea 
that the apostles has some special monopoly on getting their 
prayers answered."They were all filled with the Holy Ghost"* 
Perhaps there were some in their midst who had been tarrying. 

If we still need to speak the word of God with boldness, then we 
also still need the experience which the NT church received5This 
was hardly the"non-miraculous measure"we hear so much about in 
some circles. 


AFTER MATH OF THE PRAYER MEETING (vss 32-37) 


vs#32 tells of an increasing amount of unity proportional no 
doubt to the increased display of the power of God. True signs 
and'wonders will not bring division but unity. Mote the further 
statement of community property. See 2s44 


Yith power the apostles were giving witness to the ressurreo- 
tioa of Jesus Christ.According to some miracles were to confirm 
the word. Here ’is one miracle confirming another miracle. They 
had enough prophecy and witnesses to"confirm"to ressurection. 
There was the evidence of the empty tomb, but miracles were still 


being done!!!!Ju©t because it says the apostles did these miracles 


S 0 . 

ffl / is no sign tnat no one else did them. 


act A 


!i®§s 


Vs.35 is the first mention of Barnabus, Paul's companion. Here 
we are told that his name means "son of consolation." In Hebrew 
and Aramaic this would mean that he was a very consoling or com¬ 
forting person to have around* How many of us would merit this 
namef/tfhat would we be called "son of"? In passing we are told 
that he too brought the price of a field to' the apostles. Perhans 
this is to contrast him with Ananias in the next chapter. 
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Commentary on Acts 
CHAPTER FIVE 


Ananias, Sapphire^ and Further Ressistan.ee 


Ananias and Sapphira (vss 1-11) 

This is one of the most well known stories of the book of Acts, 
It is not a normative experience« The only thing that even comes 
close to it is Elisha°s experience with Gehiza where Gehisa^was 

smitten with leproi 
dead-was nev er t 
it had been there 


We are, however, never told that either-Peter or God smote 
them. Perhaps the shock of the exposure caused them to have 
heart failure 0 An interesting parallel to this would be the time 
when the Lord refused to send fire down on the Samaritans in Lie 
9i 54. 

Many Trinitarians are aware of the fact that the Holy Ghost 
in vs,3 is paralled with God in vs.5. This, they say, means that 
the Holy Ghost is GocU But: they forget that the Greek text also 
parallels the Holy Ghost with "the Spirit of the Lord" in verse 
9* This then should prove that the Holy Ghost is the Spirit of 
the Lord, w ho according to Acts 9 c 5 is Jesus., 

Verse 4 tells us that this selling of property was voluntary 
and was not preached as a necessary doctrine and never intended 
to be a directive guideline for the church in all ages. 


Many modern saints would believe it was none of the pastor 5 s 
business how much they sold something for. It would thus behove 
us to examine again our ideas about how much authority God gives 
the man of God. The effect of this incident cause great fear to 
fall Tpon everyone. 


Unusual Miracles (vss 12-16) Signs and wonders were done by the 
apostles, but this does not mean that the apostles were the only 
ones who did them. It means this no more than when it says the 
apostles preached that they were the only ones who preached.See 
note on Acts 6s 5. 

They were holding services on Solomon's porch and no one dar¬ 
ed Join themselves to them, C.C.TGrrey has an interesting theory 
about this in vol.65(1953) of the Zeitsc m;ift J -h .r_Al testestirnent 
1i che W1 s s en s c ha ft , Ke points out the fact that the Aramaic word 
"qarab" can mean "join" but also "contend with or antagonize", 
(p 0 243) Certainly a meaning such as "contend with" would fit 
the context a little better than join. 

The apostolic miracles so raised faith in the people that 
they carried people into the street so that the shadow of Peter 
could fall on them 1 • k"' -• • ' > 
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■ ! Note that we are not told that Peter billed himself as God's 

man of the hour and told them to put people out in the streets 
|1 like this, vie are not even told that anyone was healed by the 

shadow of Peter. Close parallels to this are Mark 6:56 and Acts 

19:12. net /y/// .fy', r <tt It £ ■ ‘j- «•«•: >'J ri<tv .> ; ).*/ 

Arrest and FersecutionC vss 1 7-42) 

First imprisonment (vss.17-25) Not even prison could stop these 

fearless proclaimers. An angel got them out. This was undoubtedly 
one of the smoothest prison breaks in all history. It was so 
quiet that no one knew it had happened. 7Jhen the M grand jury" 
heard about it verse 24 says they were doubting "concerning them 
what would happen next". Things did happen next we know, for Ct 1 
tells us a great company of the priests were obedient to the 
faith. 


7/hile they were mulling this over some came and announced that 
the men who were in jail had taken their stand in the temple(for 
so the Greek implies; and were teaching the people. They didn't 
just make a quick "pop corn" testimony and then run. The Greek 
text implies that they were apparently conducting a regular 
class. 

Arrest and. trial.(vss 26-42) This time they were brought to 
trial. The charges were filling Jerusalem with their doctrine and 
desiring to bring the blood of Christ upon the head of the coun¬ 
cil. If they had only known the benefits of the blood !:l l (v,2G) 

Peter's answer to the charge was not really a reply but another 
sermon. The sermon in verses 30-32 fits the pattern of all Peter r s 
sermons in the book of Acts. This pattern also fits the structure 
of the book of Mark, Tradition has it that Mark was Peter's ass¬ 
istant and compiledthe gospel from preaching notes he had taken 
from Peter's sermons. 


Peter tells once again of the unjust death of Jesus, of His 
ressurection and exaltation by the hand of God,(see Acts 2:33- 
36). The reason for these acts of God was to give repentance and 
remission of sons to Israel, Christ didn't just merely die. There 
was an eternal reason for His death. 


Again Feter gives reasons for His doctrine. There are witnesses 
and there are miracles wrought by the Holy Ghost.(v,32) Men wit¬ 
ness by word of mouth but the Holy Ghost witnesses by signs and 
wonders (neb 2:3,4) This"miraculous measure"o£ the Holy Ghost is 
not just given to a select few in a defunct apostolic "country 
club" but is given "to those who are obeying Him".(v.32) 


The Jews cannot bear another message like this. They want to 
kill them but are stopped by a man named Gamaliel,This was the 
teacher of Apostle Paul. This was the man of whom it was said 
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with his passing that "all wisdom and knowledge perished from 
Israel, tie was extremely well respected and demanded an audience 
from even these fanatical, hot tempered Jews, This was not the 
first nor the last time God has raised up a "'friend" to hispeoole 
from an unexpected source; 

There have been many trouble makers, he reasoned. One may read 
in Flavius Josephus' Jewish Jars to see illustrations of this 
fact. They have always come to no good and eventually passed off 
the scene; Nothing can be accomplished outside the will of God, 
he reasons further. They are convinced. 

They, however, were not convinced to the extent that they did 
not severely punish the disciples.They severely warned them not 
to speak in Jesus name. They might as well warned the wind not 
to blow, 

_This chapter closes with one of the greatest verses in the 
Bible(v,41) They went away rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer for the name. Verse 42 tells us that every day 
they they were in the temple and from house to house telling the 
good news about Christ, 

CHAPTER SIX 
The Arrest of Stephen 

Dispute Among the Grecians and Jews(vss 1,2) 

These were days before relief,social securit}' or public aid. 
Disputes generally come as numbers rise. Yet disputes are not 
•normal in the book of Acts. This is the only one mentioned,Jhen 
people are busy preaching the gospel they do not have much time 
to be discontented. 

Some evidently felt that there was racial preference shown In 
giving of aid. The apostles did not deny that there had not been 
fairness* They t/ere, unlike some ministers, willing to admit that 
things had not been run right. 

Dispute settled by appointing of deacons,(vss,3-6) The only 
church trouble mentioned in the book of Acts lasted only 2 verses,, 
All the disciples were called together. It was not decided in a 
back room somewhere. The apostles were wise enough to know that 
they couldn't do God's work all by themselves. 

They asked the people to select the officers. The apostles 
gave the qualifications and no doubt ratified the appointments. 
They were to have a good testimony, be full of the Holy Ghost 
and wisdom. T his suggests th at all who are filled with the Holy 
Ghos^_dp__np t: nec os,s.arily also have wisdomT"A pastor"“wouTd“do 

well to consider this « A1 sd™'8~per § otc .cannot even serve the most 

menial office in the church without a good testimony. 
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Acts 6,3 clearly teaches that the mere fact of a person's nav-j 
fna received the Holy Ghost at some ti.no or other does not auto 
maticlny qualify him for an office in the church. 

1 Hrte a 1 so that they did not draw on tno Old testament^or t*. 
words of Jesus'. They did not even say that they .tore! tous or 

is guiding us to do this. A need arose ilSo a ore- 

ttaelr God-given abilities to solve i . r , ; n r ,, ^Vo/Zcd 
cedent or authority for what tney did 

ITote also that the people were not envious of the aoostles 

giving^themselves mlyito^t* word of oboTQ5 

which should, be delegated to ethers. Sadly enough otnars .aay be^ 

SStSSS^ 5^«SF- 

good to work s .3 want i ^ra • 

They chose seven men. Among them are rhilLrp an! 
f had wonderful mlnisteries rater on. the oft cited 

' theory V that onl/aistfes^ouiLoA -irenle. before the apostles 

laid hands on Stephen. Jesus said rnh.att.21 , 21 ^^^ 11 ^^^ 

whoever had fa rtn tne sue o- a S^ar war/full of it;i MIOo re over. 

j^trsrsi Mi hiSfia =«“ «-=.■ « “ io “ 

\Stephen was doing something tney coulc s-v» 

Stephen and FhiUtp first appear 

^K^uMtTtr^cS ™ oW/oaf come'through trouble 
to a mighty mins try in God. 

Another thing that is of interest about Stephen. Jte does not 

say ,"I an full of faith.lt is beneatn my d^nit* ' 

llle waiting on tables. I have just as great » .ini.ti, - yc u 

apostles." 

The apostles laid hands on the men. Obviously itp'&s^to^gwo^ 

work miraculous gilts. Stephen, at leas... . 
the laying on of hands. 

Stephen’s liinistry and Arrest (vss 7 -i 5 ; 

The booh of Acts is the book of cult inlication. Aver 
the author pauses to explain that tne cmui - *.- 


so often. 
, Verse 


Apparantly sone amour.t 


ox trw e.u.- 
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this verse suggests that this had been going on for some time 
and this was a matter of habit with Stephen, 

Stephen was disputing with some in the synogogues. He did not 
hide his head in the sand and say,"Well,1 don’t believe in debat¬ 
ing, " He not only net their arguments but he completely, thorough 
ly confused them. Their only defense was to have"him arrested, 

Ygjr.se 13 says they got false witnesses to help them. 7/hat they 
said was based on some element of truth, but it was taken out of 
context and grossly raisrepresented.lt seems almost that perhaps 
Stephen should have gone a little easier and saved himself for 
a future ministry. But it is perhaps the testimony Steohen gave 
in his death which may have been instrumental in winning Saul of 
Tarsus, 

VerseJL5 tells uc that Stephen’s face looked like an angel.lt 
is entirely possible that many of those who watched were so moved 
by seeing Stephen that they later turned to the Lord. 


chapt.tr seven 

Stephen's Defense and Execution 

The high priest asked Stephen if those things wore so he mani¬ 
fested a very.strange behavior. Instead of defending himself, he 
launched out into a long discourse on Old Testament history and 
gives the longest sermon which makes almost the longest chanter 
in the New Testament. 5 


Actually a little thought will reveal that this was not sc 
strange after all. He, like Christ, knew that defense would be 
useless. The jury had already reached their verdict. He also 
knew that they would not listen to another sermon. Instead of 
defending himself, he uses the last few moments in his life to 
preach. But he leads them into the topic by the oblique approach. 
He goes into his very repugnant (as far as the pharisees were 
concerned ) topic by way of neutral ground that both he and his 
audience could both agree on, Some ministers who wade into a 
3ible study like they were chopping weeds could profit by the 
example of Stephen. 


Abrahan(yss 2-7) Stephen begins with the obedience of Abraham 
to the Divine call (vss.2-4) Abraham’s obedience is a direct con¬ 
trast to the disobedience of his audience. The obedience is fol¬ 
lowed by a promise of inheriting the land,(v.5) This obedience 
is*followed by a prophecy of captivity and hardship in Egypt, 

(vs.9,7) The section is concluded by a passing reference to the 
convenant of circumcision. 


The birth of Isaac 
in one verse (v.8)» 


Jacob and the 12 patriarchs is passed over 
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Adventures of Joseph (vss 9-1 C) The treatment of Jose oh by * AlL 
brothers parallels the treatment of Christ by the Jens.Joseoh •- 
coming a savior to the family also parallels Christ, 


:>e~ 


l-'Ioses and tne exodus (vss, 17-37) There is still nothing in these 
verses witn wnicn Stephen's audience could, disagree# There is a 
little subtle,very indirect chiding of their own behavior in the 
discription of the Jew’s rejection of Hoses and of his later be¬ 
coming a savior to then,(vss 24-28,35) The parallel to Christ is 
obvious# Stephen was also able to sneak in a little messianic 
prophecy in vs*37, 

The Wilderness Wanderings (vss.38-44) The unfaithfulness ofthe 
Israelites and further disobedience to hoses is still applicable 
to his audience.(vss 40-42) Stephen even quotes a few verses from 
Amos to illustrate this (Amos 5s25-27)# He concludes by mention¬ 
ing the Babylonian captivity as a culmination to this unfaith¬ 
fulness. 

From Joshua to David is summarized in one verse (vs,45) The 
defeat of the nations living in Canaan is the emphasis.In verses 
4p to 50 he tells., of the building of the temple and explains that 
tms does not imply that Jehovah is a localized Deity. 

From verses 2-50 he has summarized most of the Old Testament.He 
has contrasted the promises and goodness of God with the people's 
disobedience* At this point Stephen must have sensed that" his 
audience had tuned him out. They were not going to accept any¬ 
thing he had to say regardless of what it was, 

Tilu ^ in verse 51 he bursts forth with an invective which rivals 
Matt.23o With great surprising,devastating force he accuses his 
audience of being as bad as the worst rebroates in the Old Test¬ 
ament . In^ verse 52 he brings the point even closer to home. Their 
fathers in OTdays killed the prophets* These prophets all spoke 
about the coming of Christ. He actually,unlike Peter, uses the 
words "betrayer" and "murderer”. He has nothing to lose now.The 
n Is U P"* knows he is a dead man. He can say anything he 
wants to. I-Ie does not plead for mercy like a coward, With courage 
like steel he hurls these charges against his executors* He 
finishes by calling them hypocrites who have not kept the law, 

(v,53) 

. on (vs s.54- 50) 

they were so enraged that they could on- 


S tephenk Pi-eipg yt a j 


When they heard this, 
ly grit their teeth. They were 


stunned they he would have the 


audacity to address then in such a manner. 

Before they could recover while they wore in a state of shock 
so that they could not even speak, the Lord opened heaven for 
Stephen, he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
of the glory of God,(v*53) he did not see two Divine beings.He 
saw Jesus as nan and Jesus as God, He actually saw basically 







Chapters 7* and 8 


Commentary on Acts 


the same vision Ezekiel saw (Is 2(5-28) Ezekiel saw rays of glory 
and one in the midst of them who looked like a man. Stephen saw 
the glory, but the one like a man was standing beside or next to 
the glory instead of sitting in the midst of it. The glory,Jesus 
as God and one like a man,Jesus as man, did not become two per¬ 
sons just because one changed positions. 

The word "hand" is not in the Greek text. The word for "right" 
is in the plural and does not refer to hand. Like Ezekiel Stephen 
only saw one person I Alford approaches the truth when in his Greek 
Testament he says,"’Right hand* is never used of pre-existence 
(of Christ)...but always with reference to His exaltation in His 
HUMANITY after the course of Eis suffering and triumph."(on Heb, 
l«2)Many other Trinitarian expositors agree. 

Stephen not only saw this vision but also told his executors 
about"it. He said,"Behold X see the heavens opened and the Son 
of man standing on the right of God ■" (v. 5'") • Ho one ever saw any 
more than on e person when heaven was opened. This in itself it 
fatal to the doctrine of the Trinity l "Son of man" in Hebrew and 
Aramaic means "human being". This is another indication that the 
reference here is between the human and divine natures of Christ- 

Stephen’s remark today would, be like saying,"I saw heaven open¬ 
ed and I saw the Boston st rangier standing right by God!" He. 
might have gained a few precious moments of life but he"blew"it 
all with his last few words. He was immediately executed by 
stoning. Everything was made nice and legal, by a witness,tau! 
of Tarsus•(v.58) 

Stephen prayed (epikaleo) as ho died. He said as he Prayed, 
"Lord Jesus receive my spirit."(v*59) Jhy did he not address the 
1st oerson in the Trinity? God is the one who receives spirits 
of the dead (Fs«31» 5jEcc.l2) Stephen did not think God and Jesus 
were two persons. He knew that they were the same or he never 
would have prayed as he did2 l ! Stephen then cried out the most 
noble prayer in history(see Luke 23s 34), "Lord lay not this sin 
to their charge." If he thought Jesus and God were two persons 
why did he do all his talking to just one person. He was in bad 
shape. He needed all the help he could get. If there were two 
ethers besides Jesus why didn't he call on them too? 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

Further Persecution, The Gospel Come to Samaria and Beyond* 

Stephen did more in his death than he did in his life..The 
Jew's were so enraged that persecution on the church was increas¬ 
ed seven fold. The church had forgotten about the great commis-_ 
sion to preach the gospel to the whole world. They had grown and 
increased and become very prosperous and numberous. the persecu¬ 
tion upon Stephen's ■ dead made them spread out and thus obey the 
Lor 1«& 





Chapter 8 Commentary 7- on Acts -42 

Satan 8 s attempts to scatter the church have been compared to a 
man hitting a fire with a stick. He scattered the glowing coals 
all over the field and started a hundred fires in the place of 
one ! 

Persecution following Stephen (vss 1-3)A11 except the apostles 
were scattered into Judea and Samaria, This was in fullfillment 
of the first part of the Lord's statement: in Acts It8, The Lord 
had first gone to Samaria and paved the way. The Lord had sowed 
(John 4), Mow they would water and reap the increase. 

They had great grief because of Stephen’s death. They could not: 
understand why one with seemingly such a great ministry ahead of 
him would die so young. Perhaps some foolishly charged God. They 
did not know that Stephen's death was laying the ground word fel¬ 
even greater revivals than Stephen had ever imagined. All too of¬ 
ten we think our little niche is the only place the work of God 
is. The work of God is greater than any one town or locality* if 
spreads from sea to sea! 

Mot only could they not understand Stephen's death but at the 
same time persecution began in a way they' had not previously ex¬ 
perienced. A young man named. Saul was carrying on systematic, 
organized persecution. His zeal made those who were before him 
seem .'ike slaggards a It seemed as if God was very far away and 
that Ee had forgotten them! 

Revival in Samaria (vss 4-25) 

"Those who were scattered went forth declaring the good news" 
(v,4) They, like Paul would later say, were cast down but not 
suppressed, •/her ever they went they had to tell about Christ, It 
was like a fire shut up within their bones. Scattering the church 
is the greatest blunder the devil ever made. He has spent hie 
time ever since trying to make people self centered and think on¬ 
ly about their own little corner. 

Initial success (vss 5-*) Phillip, one of the deacons, went 
down to Samaria. This would be like a preacher today going into 
the inner city ghetto. It took the love of Christ to forget old 
hatred and racial predjudice, 

hen Samaria heard and saw the signs whiv'h he did, they gave 
heed. They heard demons cry out. Paralytics and cripples were 
healed. There was much joy in the city.(v.8) Much joy, however, 
is not evidence of the Holy Ghost baptism. ;7e are not saved by 
joy. Neither v:gs the fact that mighty signs and wonders were 
operating in their midst an evidence that, they 7 possessed all that 
God had for them. j\ssc»ijj*s ■■■ ii:?, 

\ Introduction of Simon (vss,9-13) 
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Simon was one of the countless practicers of black magic: in 
NT times (cf.Aots 19s14) The papyrus discovered in the sands 
of Egypt give ample testimony to the interest in magic# We find 
everything from a charm on how t:o become invisible to one for 
.... .being successful at love, 

Simon was a top professional. He was the 3 lacks tone of his day. 
But Simon saw something that far outstripped anything he or any' 

1v of his magician brethren had ever seen before.He "believedPhillip 
i'V preaching about the kingdom and the name of Jesus.”(v.12)The next 
'y i verse tells us that Simon joined the crowd who was getting bapt- 
r: V) ized. Moreover we are told that Simon was very highly impressed 
v/; with the signs which he saw, 

y Visit by Peter and John (vss 14-18) 

f- ■. t (bvt Hcl fke -V "'■'Jy 

When the apostles heard that Samaria had received the word,they 
’ sent Peter and John, This is strange if Peter were the first pope, 

v : ^ h y do we find iais subordinates sending him out on a mission???? 
We are not told why they sent them. We presume it was to invests 
gate their experience,The Jews somewhat tended to consider the 
Samaritans as their inferiors.Jesus said,"Salvation is of the 
Jews"(John 4:22) 

Since this prejudice was there, the Lord probably wit-held the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost until these church leaders got there 
so that there would be no doubt that their salvation was genuine. 
Then too, Jesus gave the apostles the keys to the kingdom. It was 
then fitting that apostles be there to open the door for the Sam¬ 
aritans , 

Note that in verse 15 as soon as the apostles arrived, the first 
thing they did was to lay hands on the Samaritans that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost. Apparently this was an experience whiEn 
they felt all should receive. They felt that something was lack¬ 
ing in their lives. 

Verse 15 says f n For He had not yet fallen upon any of them,only 
they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus,” Some have 
inferred from this that we have here a different formula from 
Acts 2*38, Actually if all the baptism vcirses in Acts which men¬ 
tion a formula are examined it will be found that the name "Jesus" 
is_jthe—Gommqn_.elemejit: though other titles are sometimes used, 

Note the following: 

"in the name of JESUS CHRIST (Acts 2*38?10:48) 

LORD JE3 US (Acts 8:15 ?19 s5) 

Some manuscripts on Acts 2:38 read Lord Jesus Christ as do some 
on Acts 19:5. It is possible that "Lord Jesus Christ" was the 
more common formula. There is actually nothing wrong with inser¬ 
ting as many of the 200+ titles of Christ the candidate can hold 
his breathe for as long as the motivation is upright and sincere. 
The Bible no where forbids the use of titles but the name "Jesus' 1 
must be there 6 
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Then they laid hands upon them that they might receive the 
Holy Ghost«(v* 17) v'Je are not told what happened when they got 
the Holy Ghost, He are merely informed that they received it. 
Many have suggested that this refutes the Pentecostal experience 
of speaking in tongues. 

Actually the passage establishes our contention that when one 
receives the Holy Ghost baptism something miraculous happens. 
Something miraculous happened when the apostle's hands wepe laid 
on the people* It was something Simon could per ceiv e with his 
senses and it was something miraculous,(s?e=pereeive) It also had 
to be something miraculous or Simon would never have desired it 
to presumably enhance his magician's trade. It would have never 
been worth money to a person like Simon who thought only in terms 
of the extrordinary unless it was a miraculous infilling. 

Simon's Hrror (vss 18-25) 

j 

The only sign that was miraculous and could be perceived in 
the entire Bible would be speaking in tongues. Simon thought 
that was the greatest trick he had ever seen* Ho responded as 
perhaps many had to his own trade seerrets, The old lust for 
his trade came back to him. He could make a fortune at something 
like this. 


The vast majority of the religious world believes that receiv¬ 
ing the Holy Ghost is a quiet, inward experience that no one but 
the one receiving it can know anything about, (Some even believe 
that the one receiving it doesn't even sense anything!) Hith 
this idea in mind it is utterly impossible to explain why Simon 
would have reacted the way he did. 


The miraculous experience they received is called "the gift of 
God” by Peter (v»20). The book of Acts knows 'o nly of a miracu¬ 
lous gift of the Holy Ghost. Terms such as "non-miraculous mea¬ 
sure" are as ficticious as Snow Hhite and the seven dwarfs!)!!? 


Peter said Simon could not do this not because he was not an 
apostle but because his heart was not right. Some have a diff¬ 
erent answer from Peter. They saw only apostles could give the 
Holy Ghost by laying on of hands. The apostles did not g ^ye 
the Holy Ghost, They prayed that God would give ft.(v*l5T~ 

This is the only instance (except for Acts 19?A) where an x 
apostle laid hands on a person to receive the Holy Spirit*In 
Acts 2 and 10 there was no laying on of hands. The laying on 
of hands was thus not an essential thing in all cases. 


Fetor did not beat around the bush in telling Simon what was 
wrong with him. He did hold that there was hope for he told 
him to pray.(v,22) Simon feared the words of Feter* He knew 
well what power there was in a curse by an enemy. He wanted to 
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be sure that Peter would lift the ourse from him* 

There was no such thing as a pleasure tpip for the 4P of5 ^ es * 

As they returned to Jerusalem they preach f he word in every 
village they stopped at.(v,25) ' 

Phillip and the Eunich (vss 26-40) .'"a 

The angel spoke to Phillip .and told him to go out to a desert¬ 
ed road way out in the desert. Seemingly by modern standards 
Phillip "had it made" • He had a large church and the.whole town 
was so to speak "eating out of his hand”. How nufny modern'mini¬ 
sters would leave a good thing like ' this .H'hw'f many • rjinisters are 
in a position where the Lord could tell fhem somethings like 
this? \. y - : :; v v v l;; V" : . 

. Only God could know that the minister of finance of a far off 
country was travelling that. road. Only Gcd could know that he 
would at the very same time be reading a prophecy about Christ. 

But Phillip was in a place where God could-tajk to him* "The 
Spirit said to Phillip,Go and join yourself to this chariot." 

This must have taken great: courage to step out in faith and risk 
being made a fool of and possibly being mistreated as a highway 
man. "... 4- 

There are many souls today who like the Ena^clT the Bible 

but do not understand what they are reading,They n$ed someone 
who are filled with the Holy Ghost to guide them* In y*31 the 
Eunich say-i "How can I except someone guide me? M PMXHp did not 
reprove him and tell him the word was so plain the ail could know 
it. It is one of God°s methods that men guide men# 

He was reading from Isa 53. This is one! of the clearest portions 
of the word about Christ. The Eunich wanted to knew if 
was talking about himself or someone else, (v. 34) A modernist, 

H.H.Rowley has published a study called T he Suf f erlng Serva nt 
of Deutero-Isaiah . In this study he presents, among other things, 
a view which holds that the prophet was talking afcout himselfi ll 
It is indeed lucky for the Eunich that R.J*Rowley did not happen 
by on that day f 

Some say that salvation begins and ends with Isa*S3,7crpe 35 
says that Phillip began at this chapter and declared to him the 
good news about Christ. This must have included baptism* baptism 
is indeed in the gospel# -I ' • 4., 

"They came unto some water and the Eunich dai,d f JBehold hero 
is water (or”look water”) what doth hinder me to be baptized?” 
(verse 36) He did not hold up his canteen and say * here's some 
water." If he were sprinkled, there would have b^en no need to 
stop the chariot. 4;. 'll,'~ ? : v 'j 





Acts 8 


Commentary on Acts -45 
be sure that Peter would lift the curse from him, 

There was no such thing as a pleasure'trip for the apo^t;les t 
As they returned to Jerusalem they preach the word in every 
village they stopped at.(v.25) ' ■ ' yp .. O 

Phillip and the Eunieh (vss 26-40) ■"• 6 : : 

The angel spoke to Phillip and told him to gp out;to a desert¬ 
ed road way out in the desert. Seem5.ng 1 y py jjiodern standards 
Phillip "had it made". He had a large church $ ml thP whole town 
was so to speak "eating out of his' hand". How njany modern mini¬ 
sters would leave a good thing like thf$?Hop : many ministers are 
in a position where the Lord co uld tell them ■somethings like 
this? _■■■'■''61 ; '^ ••■6.-'‘ 

Only God could know that the minister of finance of a far off 
country was travelling that road. Only God could know Ghat he 
would at the very same time be reading ft prophecy about Christ* 

But Phillip was in a place where God couldtalk to him* "The 
Spirit said to Phillip,Go and join yourself to this chariot." 

This must have taken great courage to step out in fait;h and risk 
being made a fool of and possibly being mistreated OS * highway 
man. • 

There are many souls today who like the ^n^ch road the Bible 
but do not understand what they are reading,Ih^y need sompopo 
who are filled with the Holy Ghost to guide them* In V*31 the 
Eunieh say? "How can I except someone' guiderao?**PJvV^llip dfd riot 
reprove him and tell him the word was so plain the could know 
it. It is one of God°s methods that men guide men. 

He was reading from Isa 53. This is one of the clearest portions 
of the word about Christ. The Eunieh wanted know. If : • 
was talking about himself or someone else,(v.34) A modernist , 

H.H.Rowley has published a study called The Suffering Serva nt 
of. Deutero-Isaiah 0 In this study he proseats j 'among other things» 
a view which holds that the prophet was talking about himself;i; 

It is indeed lucky for the Eunieh that H.H,Rowlpy did not happen 
by on that dayT 

Some say that salvation begins and ends with Isa,33.Verse 35 
says that Phillip began at this chapter and declared to him the 
good news about Christ® This must have included baptism, Baptism 
is indeed in the gospel. 

"They came unto some water and the Eunieh said t •Behold hero 
is water (or"look water") what doth hinder roe to be baptized?" 
(verse 36) He did not hold up his canteen and say *hope*a some 
water." If he were sprinkled, there would have been no need to 
stop the chariot. /-’-l!’.”'--■' -V3. iVfJl ‘ 
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up out of the water r This would be unneccessary stream pollution 
unless immersion were the required mode of baptism. 


Version 
Ly Ghost. 


Many take great'stock in the fact that the King Janes 
does not say whether or not the Munich reoeivec. tne i-,o-y 
They feel that this proves that all do not need to receivv, it- 
Actually the Alexandrine and otner manuscripts of tne Giee* 
add the words "the Holy Ghost fell upon tne eunich.... to ver^ 

39. 

Some while ago X. was moderating as we were debating the alleged 
Church of Christ. The debater was very irrate because ( I gaveoui 
debating brother this information. In his final speecn all a 
could say was,"Veil it doesn’t say he spoke in tongues unleos 
friend Ferguson can find another manuscript that So,ys thc,t. 

Of course our brother I,ewis had already pointed out that when¬ 
ever the Holy Ghost fell on someone in the bo ox of the ActsQfor 
examole 1 Os 43,46) they always spoke in tongues. Moreover.ii an 
additional speech had been allowed it could have been pointed^ 


our friends in tne aitegeci ouwwi u, ^ ^ d 

of course this would not have been needed as tms gentleman aid 

not challenge cur point on this. 


The <5 writ asu^hr Fhillib away. The same verb is used here as 
0 iJthe Sn^ure of I Thes.4,17. Again the Lord did not 

- “ . i.t * - i -hi I 1 1 Ti vJfin 


The 

allow Phlllio to capital irse on this gain, wherever rhillip went 
he preached Clarist at: every "whistle stop”.(v.40) 


CHATTER ITIH2 

COMERS lOII OF SAUL /AID THE HEALINGS OF AINEAS AHD T/^ITra-i 

Conversion of Saul (vss 1-31) 

Saul on the Damascus Road (vss 1-9) 

Paul wanted everything to be nice and legal. He got letters oi 
huthor^tv for th*f which he planned. Persecuting and eracieatiig 
the C&i stl ans was the' single passion of Paul. Perhaps he wanted 
to erase from his mind the picture ci Steonen and the words which 

he had said on that clay. 

hanv would say that Paul received the Holy Ghost when he saw 
a light from heaven. It was indeed a miraculous^vision. But joy, 
miracles and visions are not signs nf tne ;m.y ^host. ^aul haa 
refused to acknowledge Stephen’s vision and new ne was sgl.il 0 


'S' - 
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his own vision of the glory of God. Paul was seeing the same 
vision Stephen saw but there was only one person present in each 
case i 

He heard a voice and saw a light. Does that make two persons?? 
tfhy is not this account used to teach the Trinity? The voice said 
"Saul, Saul why are you persecuting me?"(v.4) Saul fell under the 
Lord's edict in I'att 25s40 which says "inasmuch as ye did it unto 
one of those the least of ny brethren ye did it unto me." 


Faul wondered who of all the many he was persecuting this could 
be, It was made plain in answer to "Who are thou Lord." The Lord 
said,"I an Jesus whom you are persecuting," How it was plain. Spue 
would say,"Jell it's all done now Paul. You believe in Jesus just 
accept the completed work of Calvary. There’s nothing more to'’do." 
But the Lord said,"Get up and go into the city and it shall be 
told you what you must DO." (v,5) To see what it was read Acts 

22s 16) "v." 


•7hen God get’s a man where he wants him there is no turning to 
the right or to the left. Paul was so hemmed in that he couldn’t 
even eat or drink. He had been blinded by the glory he had been 
seeking to deny. There was nothing he could do but obey. 


Ananias and Paul (vss 10-18) 
The dream (vs#10-14) 


It was ironic. Paul would not regain his sight until one of 
those whom he came to arrest prayed for him. It was not easy 
even for God Himself to convince Ananias that Saul was safe to 
approach. He must have had a very fearful reputation. 


The visit (vs.17-1?) Ananias came in and laid his hands on .( 


/ .r> 


Paul and said,"The Lord sent me in order that you might regain = 
your sight and BE FILLED '-7IIH THE HOuY GHOST," Here was in re¬ 
verse what many say is not possible today. Here an apostle to 
be receives laying on of hands for the Holy Ghost, I-'.any believe 
that only apostles could dispense the Holy Ghost, but here Faul 
received it apparently by a mere layman. After this he received 
his sight and was baptized, (This is what he had to do! ) 


Faul Early Christian Life (vss 19-30) 


Instead of persecuting the faith, he started preaching itliiii 
He preached Jesus that he is the Son of God, All of a sudden all 
the Scriptures fit in place and made sense. Faul got stronger 
and stronger. His great knowledge and education made him no match 
at all for those in the synogogue, He confused the Jews at Dama¬ 
scus by proving conclusively from the Old Testament that Jesus 
was the Christ. 
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Instead of being the hunter, Paul became the hunted. i*en were 
now trying to take his life. These were probably the very "key' 1 
men Paul was counting on contacting to help him stamp out the 
faith there in Damascus. 

- Paul escaped by being let down from the wall in a basket.This 
reminds us that often we must hold up the nan of God. in prayer. 

If we hold onto the prayer ropes there will bo many a soul who 
will escape from the snare of .the enemy# 

Paul tried to join the church-at; Jerusalem. Everyone was afraid 
of him* l Bamabus spoke up for him . farcabus was later on to 
be very useful in developing Paul *p ryinictry. They thought Paul 
was trying to gather names and addresses of meeting places. But 
B a rnabus told how he had dl;.■•no at; Damascus * 


the sc 
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He had to study and 

develop himself for a few 
that a person has received the Holy Ghost' does not necessarily 
mean he is ready for the ministry. 


sJe have somewhat of a modern parallel. Hen Frankl in was billed 
by a large Church of Christ: publishing house as the'"greatest 
New Testament preacher of this century". 
against the people who believed God stii 
his brethren, purchased a half .page ad iv 
ing Pentecost. They offered a thousand d 
of Divine healing. He was appointed chav 


costal mess a; 


The more ho studied to 


clearer it became. God showed him what 
truth, Pie was filled with the Holy Ghost; 
are trying".to kill his influence wherevo 


He was their champion 
I worked miracles• He and 
a large newspaper fight** 
liar reward for proof 
eion to fight the Feate- 
■jlifill this mission, the 
he had fought was the 
pad his former brethren 
they can.l 


Verse 31 is one of those multiplication. versoJLu’ce throws in 
every once in a while. The church used, a time of peace wisely 
and grew and increased. 

Healing of Aineas(vss.32-35) 

The scene suddenly shifts to Peter. The narratives in Acts 
alternate' between Peter and Paul and finally- terminate by foll¬ 
owing Paul completely. Peter just happened to be passing- through 
Lydda. He saw a cripple. He must have seen many. There was some¬ 
thing different about this one. He said,"Ainees,Jesus Christ 
heals you. Arise and make uo vour bed." He must have heard Jesus 




say something similar many times,(see Mat 

Through this single miracle there was a great revival in the 
cities of Lydda and Sarona .The continuing need, for piracies and 
people turning to the Lord is so great as to need no com none* 
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Ra ising of.Dorcas_from the Dead.(vs 


-43) 


»«e ox,;;? “l g, s ttit ' 

many diaraoterlst-i r<e; of <-hi ^ ^ • ", ■ int ro are 

events '.in- -oar ^ord *'s ^ US of s ^' 

A message not to trouble geter (v.3S)(Luke A-/-o'* 

Feter put out all the mourners (v.40)(Hatt o.VA 
sreter said,"Tabltha Arise"'. (vUo)^^!) 

•This nLac?e^iafns f ,,hy tl p|te? a c!4.o°?rf G we ^^ine6 U.« 2 ; , 
staying in SWs house; ° Joppa and wi ^ he was 


C:.-IAi-Ti1 T2I!! TK2 SAL7ATI0” OF CGRKELIUS 

r , a J?°w there was a certain man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a 
fig*™ i n t ?® Italian brigade. He was religious and feared 
. So G^d'?”fvss.U2)“ y rttieS 1n the community and always prayed. 

He was a Roman, a member of the ruling race. He was an officer- 
F wo 18 ! atnons rulers. He was religious along with all his family’ 
Fewer and fewer today even make the claim to be religious. Those 
that do do not give a very important place to prayer and giving. 

r'hlt e nn«.? P ? nit ? verses make it clear beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that pooition o.udrcligionare not enough. Cornelius was to hear 
words "whereby he would be saved." (11,14) 

• i'i'i " ' i ' 

vlsfnn^h' Dreara(vss.3-It Is interesting that Cornelius had his 

Gd"‘in Acrs R t ?w-® am ® ti 2® of the day tfcat the lame man was heal- 
Acts 3. ihere are few men in history who have ever been 

ddr ® s ,u ed Py f n an Sel on a first name basis. Cornelius' reolv 

tile h« at 1S r iC ' slr? * The word "lord". ComeliusTas a P l- 

would h a Te-, fa T'f reater fre ? dom ln using the word "lord" than 

not^the sir 4 ™ e ^ ely ® respectful form of address and - 

not the same as Paul, a free Jew calling Jesus Lord in Acts 9s 5< 

Tho h I wonders of the world were built as memorials by men. 

prlylS a^tili a I/ P cr U 1 nOW lays ln rulns ' but Cornelius'" 
prayers are still on record as a memorial before God, This 1- a 

Wh ° 8e SlnS «“*** - d - d e 

His n exIc.r 5 oIdlL C ? rn °?- luS bldden to send a man after Peter, 
exact address is given. This is of signal importance. The 
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BeiSs^nde^libleeti SjV "?! 1 d f d . n< * disqualify Cornelius from 
unoer subject ion to the minister, There are a fm rhar T »r 

they say “tfr- T cl * lm t0 ™«V visions that thefdo not,so 
^ Ch i ns from a Minister# They clearly did not re- 

7 ^ slon . (yss.9-23) it was noon and unlike one or two of 

ssjcfs s^^A. p s;[ a ”?^L^;o^ r i ^ 

Ks/a^ssr “ * l ii 


«l?? 1 i a t ,rf vl ? , r more •*■»* ** «- 

?s« r “o”„?s r t 'fSt?s ! 'S , '" e 

‘ J ° rc J Jesus - The voice replied "Don't call the 

I>urifying of the S Cloo“ n Ghrist S (Heb?9f 13)"^and^is"T •1- th ° 
blood e (20,28) J lnd S ue S G ° d ; Tlle Sentilos were purchased with God's 

s ti gauK.rsys'^r™ u “ 10 ""- x ° *• - 

kssbH 11 * W?«sr.s«r 

i« sasw^-a; rs^ss. 

cIme? The nen Xn 8 r t0 T al l P® pieces pother, the answer 
' nom Cornelius had sent now stood before the door, 

^P irit spoke to Peter and told him to go with the men and 

hard°for Feter^^nnro 3al J? ^ £ ave 30nt This v;ould be 

turnpd frnf So t accept• oome devout Jews bathed after they re*> 

against r^entiir^r r^ f ° r fear they ni 6 ht have brushed up** 
guestsT ° 1 Four tLmes wa s enoughs Peter received the % 

Peter s visit to Cornelius, Introduction (yss 23-33) 

o/lheYr^Wn^ the r,* H ? S,:iU had doubt3 ‘ Ke took along some 

Cornelius saw Peto^ ?^? P r ChUr S h as witnesses.(v.23);ihen 
i ndppH c1 _„_ ? :Gr 1 -,^ ie ^ov?n and worshipped (v,25), It is 

said "r^ r “? e T Y!? y . Peter ' the flMt Pope rebuked Cornelius;"lie 

bade’all ti-esovereiens 3 ' ? a -’" ;lla £ a cont r£st to the popes who 

wonders why Peter failed to^ser^h 1 ’ 0 ” and 1 kiss thelr foot.One 
Cornelius?’ Cornell,,!« = °-, ?®V he exara P ls 3nd off his foot to 

exlatation to men and angels"(see ^) anXious to read ®t improper 
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Verso 28 shows that Peter finally got the idea of the vision. 

He said,"God showed me to calf no man common or unclean#“This 
is a good bit of advice for us today. Sometimes we get a little 
too Pharisaical and think ourselves above talking to lowly sin¬ 
ners whom Christ so dearly loved. 

In verses 30-32 Cornelius relates again the acqount of his vi¬ 
sion* He adds the information that he had been praying 2 hours 
and that the angel looked like a man fn bright clothes.He con¬ 
cludes by saying^1 low then we are all here before God to hear 
all the things which are commanded you by the Lord."(v*33) 

Peter's Sermon (vss«34-43)#It was easy for Peter to preach to 
this kind of audience. There was no talking, no passing notes j 
and no one slept while Feter spoke! Ho one gritted their teeth 
and said,”IJo preacher's gonna tell me what to do!” There are few 
sermons like Peter*s in Acts 10, but there are few congregations 
who are willing tp pay what Cornelius said in v.33. 

The life of Jesus (vss 33-39) peter suddenly came to the corn 
elusion that the church was not an exclusive country club where 
only the "elite” are acceptable* The oply requirement? for social 
acceptance is that a person "fears God and works righteousness," 
(v.35) Many shout about the Holy Ghost verses in this sermon a,qd 
in the verse about baptism, but have not yet accepted the reveler 
tion in vs. 35 or even realise such a revelation exists# 

"(God) sent the word which was to the children of Israel.rfo 
announced the good news abopt peace through Jesus Christ. This 
man is Lord of alX."(v,36) Jesus was the prophocied "prince of 
peace." (Isa# 9; 6 ) The Roman centurion knew about txhe "pax roman a" , 
the peace brought about by t)ne Roman rule. It was a very unstable 
kind of peace and had to be enforced by the Roman legions. Here 
in Palestine keeping peace was like holding the lid on a boiling 
caldron. But a lasting peace comes through Jesus Christ. 

The Romans are not the masters of the world• Jesus Christ is 
Lord of everything. Someone has said, "Jesus is either Lord of 
all or He's not Lord at all .’ 1 Isa.9s 6 and 7 are old testament 
verses where the kingship and giving of peace ape both brought 
together in one person. "Of the increase'of His government and 
peace there shall be no end." 

Peter assumes Cornelius is familiar with the life of Christ#It 
would be interesting if Cornelius were the centurion of Katt.S 
whom Jesus said would go in before the Jews, H 9 begins with the 
baptism of John as does the gospel of Hark. 

Verse 38 tells us of how M God annotated Him with the Holy Spit! 
and power, who went about doing good and healing all those who 
were oppressed by the devil, because God was with Him#" (see the 
notes on Acts 2s 33 5^2 27) As man Christ said,"The Son can qf His 
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own self do nothing."(John 5s 19) Verse 38 is perhaps a ruiorenoe 
to Christ’s baptism. He needed an annointing with power as far as 
His humanity is concerned. As man God was with Him* As God. ,-e :.s 
now with us". (Matt.28? 20)"God was An Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself."(II Cor.5?19) Humanity was with Divinity but they 
were not two persons. 

Peter stated that they were witnesses of the miracles Christ 
did. Some imagine that because the miracles of Christ can be 
attested by witnesses therefore no more miracles need to be 
worked. Then the rest of the book of Acts is needless 2 

The death and glorification of Jesus (vss.40-43) Dote how in 
talking to a Roman Peter says "whom they murdered by hanging upon 
a tree." The Jews bore the guilt* They thought thoy^had pushed it 
off on the Romans but they stood guilty before God.Even future 
generations bear this guilt right down to the coming of the Lord. 
Rev.lt7 says that when Christ comes "they also which pierced Him 
shall see Him. 

He then mentions the ressurrection, His witness is not the OT 
but to selected witnesses» actual people who ate and drank.with 
Him. He ends with the commission of Christ."And He commissioned 
us to proclaim to the people and solemnly charge that this is the 
one appointed by God as a judge of the living and dead,"(v.42) 
This appointing applies to the human nature of Christ.(see 17?31; 


He finally adds in v.43 that all the prophets give witness to 
Christ, Allwho believe in Him receive remission of sins through 
His name , He know that baptism is for the remission of sins.(acts 
2s3G)"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved*"(Hark lks 
1C. Baptism is in the name of Jesus Christ.(v.43) The name "Jesus 
must be invoked over the candidate in order for Him to receive 
the remission of sins. John 20*31 says "believing you might have 
^ 1 ife- in .Eln" hamG .V 1 (=when His name is called"Bauer p. 57bjEph.5j 
26 says "in order that He might cleanse it in the laver of regen¬ 
eration by the wo rd" "lord here Is the spoken word, the baptismal 
formula. In Acts 22*16 Ananias tells faul,"That are you waiting 
for. Got up and get baptized and get your sins washed away by 
getting the Lord’s name called over you."(see note in this comm¬ 
entary on this verse) 

Outpouring of Holy Ghost on Cornelius (vss.44-48) There was 
never a sermon £3.*,. important as this one. But there is therefore 
no sermon that was ever preached, which cannot bo interacted by 
an outpouring•of the Holy Ghost. Those who fear their sermons 
are too important to be interupted by the Spirit must be better 
preachers than. Jeter was l The Spirit fell on those hearing the 
word* Some modern day laity who never listen at Bible study 
would have been disaunlified. 


"fell upon","gift" in vss.44,45 all refer to a miraculous 
supernatural outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
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The reason they knew this was that they were hearing then ip»a.c 
with tongaes and magnifying G.od« (vi.46) Each and every time t^Lge 
yi actually descriptive material given of a person receiving wh.- 
holy Ghost, they, spoke in tongues. There were other things happen 
ing, but the common element was the speaking in tongues.Mote the 
following passages: r 

Acts 2s4 Wind,fire, and TONGUES 


Acts 10s46 
Acts 19s 6 


magnifying God 


and TCIGUE3 


prophesying and TONGUES 


In each of these three instance there is only one common ele¬ 
ment fl 

llhen Peter said,"Is anyone able to forbid water so that these 
might not be baptized which have receive the Holy Ghost LIKE WE 
also (received it), "((for "as" see Bauer p o 905) ./hen Peter said 
that he was talking to some brethren from Joppa (v e 23) These 
brethren from Joppa received the Holy Ghost like Cornelius did. 
(see I5;6~o) In fact the whole church received it that way.Acts 
1 Cs 4/ and 15:8 refute the idea that Cornelius was a special case. 
The whole. idea was that ho received the Holy Ghost like everyone 
edge received it not in some odd or different way* 


Note that the fact that Cornelius had received the Holy Ghost 
did not make him exempt from baptism. Peter " CaifAPDE D him to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ." The King James reading "in 
the name of the Lord" has such scanty support by the Greek text 
that neither Pestles not Woscott-Hort°s Greek text give it even 
a passing note e It is found in only a few very late manuscripts 0 
Per.icps the full reading was "Lord Jesus Christ",Pote that Feter 


did net direct them to say the 
name forgive me". 


i inner s prayer" or say "in Jesus* 


;lk?ter had told then that the remission of sins was THROUGH the 
name (v.43,, ./hen did he tell them to get: the remission through 
the name? In verse 48 when he said for them to be baptised Vi th 
the mention of the name of Jesus Christ* "(see Bauer 576 ff 

/ 

CHAPTER ELEVEP 


PETER'S DEFENCE APD THE FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH 


&} e £P° s & es .SOd brethren heard that the gentiles received the 
word. Apparently the^ brethren had as much say in it as the 12 
apostles did. They .did not have the autocratic government that 
was to later develop in the Roman church« .Also note that the ac¬ 
tions of the first pope(?) are questioned by the church e This 
17 never done with respect to later popes who palmed themselves 
off as the vicars of Christ who were infallible. Why did not Peter 
in voke the doctrine of infallibility in his defence?!?? 
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"those of C tL r oiroumcis[on"(^2f ? f r f es , were against him by 

Galatians 2,12 c ^ to / cts 10,23,45 and 

members of the church. Acts lO.Iq r G if ior \ refers to ordinary 
Joppa. Gal.2,12 refers to si nf £?£*” c ? s ? rae brethren from 
For ordinary members to file r.hs J= e a S3 i' ntS in Jamea ' church, 
representative on earth was unusufl! S C the firsC Pope,Christ's 

peat from th^lOth^chapter^ In^vfrie*12 ar<S almosC straight re- 
the brethren from Joppa whom^eter^took inf ? rraed that of 

at the conference (see 10i23) in th him SL ? were P resen t 

angel told Cornelius "who(Peter) shall are „ told that the 
Which you shall be savedandallyourhoule!"^ 3 C ° V ° U by 

iaImposition and^’ood^or^^Zn^ff^ Spite of his s °t- 
be saved? In 10.43 Peter sal A ih.r f 0t ? r tel1 Cornelius how to 

Jesus’, name. In verse 48 he to 1 d^hi ™ G h\ S , S i ° n of si - ns was through 
tism. toXd hira how Co a PP!y the name in bap- 

f.i? ILXti vi’A£. t JX"& r? k i° ly Spirtt 

Obviously "those of th e c^rnnmw? c « e beginning,” ,7ho is "us"? 
bers of the church at Jerusalem* Th°« thG ordinary church mem- 

the teaching tbat would havo us’beUeve r ? futation of 

special case. All the saint-Q nl !?f U0v ? Cornelius was a 

«v s %ss?zxs ns$& as??. 

words of 1 Jesu8 8 with 1 ri?lT^ POn f orr) ^ liu f reminded Peter of the 
"John \t b ! PtlS f ? e Holy Ghost, 

the Holy Ghost ” Tf p/wnni • ’ ^Ut shall be baptized with 

if Co?neAus did not even receive the in the " you " and 

why, pray tell, did Peter thin'- ahnnr ”° Xy J5*? s,: ba Ptism, then 
Scripture. Peter, would hn aboUt ? totally irrelevent 

modern day teaching about the £ r ^f ed f° hear the recent 

believe that only the*12 apostles’ 5 ^ US t0 

gavfto ^ who brtiSSTS^hl* LorT^ MS®, as (He 

I could forbid Gnrl «^-.na ^ ^ ^^sus Christ,who was I that 

means "the same, 

same gift everybody else rot pLr Cornelius received the 

but.to «us believers®. wo; d * d "to us Ipostles" 

country clubT^S*tove irled rt L r Ct gr °V£ ° r spt l ial 
beginning refers to the p° f° t0 verse 15 an d sag "in the 

- rS to the day of Pentecost and therefore inly the 

*** thS tl7anSlatlOT ° f h5spe * a ° "m Hke- see BaueJp.DOA! 
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not refer j||^ § to X tte^beginnins of t th nt h e GrSek text ' lt does 

used as itTljohn li If § °f che church but "beginning" is 
God. J ° hn 2 ’ 24 as the beginning of each persons walk with 

Cornelius speaking a in e tonfues T o ey aff d H T1 °^ )V aVG to hear tapes of 

that they were rellLngulges Lv f Vl • S 1 fr “ three linguists 
fore God gave repentance unto’lifetothegentiles!" 71 "®’" There ' 

Founding of the church at AntiochCvaa19-26) 

Stephen and the^scatterine^/the t th ? Persecution because of 
ed went to Phoenicia, JySPus and { S' £ h ? s \ wh o were scatter- 

^!; S reTtL r ^oSd yP Ss^ ^ ~ ^ 

God prospered their efforts. The Bible 

tord.^Cvs'.^l ) 1 them ’ Snd a sreat number believed and turned to the 

with C Luke d l1 fl9? 0 Some d would h have 1 us G be?i : * Co 5 lpa p Hact 12 <2S 
separate person from Him At anv 1 T God s hand is a 

at Jerusalem about them andthev son? I F eached the church 
When new churches opened? it was annLe'^\ nabus lnto Antioch.(v.22) 
someone experienced to set th rL - P f ly n C:ustomar} ' t0 send 
his dedication by his ohlritv £ 1 order.Barnabus had proven 
4' 36) He had proven his abilirv t ^ Uty t0 console others, (see 
by recommending Paul to th^chruch. (vidff^S)® ValUS ° f ° CherS 

approval on'the workfT/exhorlted all G °f tejoiced.He put his 
heart (or heartfelt puroolel = , ?£, theffl"with purpose of 

defines the word "prosmenS" as "'"rema i n t '^stav^i?^’" (v ^ 3) — Uer 
It is strange that Barnabus would tlll’th^m th^ -V 0 ^^ 0 in 
could not backslide and be lost n-M » th ^ lf bel:Le vers 

chruch by preaching false doctrine^ 3 ' artu ' aus maugorate the new 

it and faith/' Lute auteur man ? a ^j full of the Holy Spir- 

(See Acts 0 5 where Stephen is 

new converts deeded teaching 0 y"°L£ laat h ® would need help. The 
to Tarsus to get Paul h£lA hfm i° f JUSt the man< Ke went 
teaching. Perhaps as an outgrow^’ o? U £ S ?? nt a Whole there 

SS*^-W.84±f 

iSSSnfaSSfit^; 
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arily ^ Alexand tia In size. It was prirv 

y urcev city. Therefore it was an ideal nlace to fonnH => 

ed°a nd"he 1 d °™id W * iC:h missioaa ry eadeavors couw Ce laune',. 

tho rnothlr of all ^ °*? urche8 * Ic ^ been called 

rL nf fL i 1 sentile churches. It was also a center were 
y of the leaders 01 . the early church met, 

wou?d e ho fr a F aml ? e (vss 27 . 30 ) Agabus prophesied that there 
( 41-54 AD? The^Hto 11 w hole world ^ring the time of Agabus 
zZl„ D 2 h ? dat or tne f amrne tells us the Faul must have 

in ? 0 Ah nV f• ar ? Und ten years after the founding of the church 
in 3 OAD, allowing 4 -years for seclusion and a year for his w 

S?T H s'ksktos °r 

gg ss? S 5 C Jaw* 

Sold prJpK 'S f” 1 ” 8- ™* to kno„ because tO.y 

They took up an offering for the poorer church in Jerusalem 

sr^“«s 4 %-- 

Jle, today, should profit from their example. 




Cr-nrT^R T.7ELr/2? Death of James,Peter's Escape from 

Jail and Herod's Death# 

S^cBP^ ^e-df^l-r 

advantageous 'and SfjSS 

goats^to bS2 r ^SSubl^ r SS ^ alW3yS l0 ° king f0r 

gg£gB^p&a»Bag; 

dnnh ^ °^B u . n ? time ' *f G was , placed in maximum security because no 

made even t^the^-tent o^hi^h^^^t 177 f osslble Precaution was 
diers. extent of his having to sleep chained with sol- 

he T was e drcahng°Snth S it wS over^ ^ ***? thought 

centuries before supermarkets.(vss doors 

praying torvontly for Poter V^aso (i.taS'g.“oS”o 
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busy praying that they didn’t have time to let the answer in ? The¬ 
re fused to belive that it was really Peter. Someone said,"It is 
hisangel"(v.15) This statement presumably refers to some Jewish 
superstition about angels. He often have set, stereotyped ways 
in which God should answer prayer. I'lhen God does not work this 
way we find it hard to accept what God does. 


Ilote that according to y.1.7 he went to another place. He did 
not tempt God. He used a little discretion. One can well imagine 
the confusion that must have reigned in the prison and in Herod’s 


court■ 


Herod’s Death.(vssi.9-23) Herod mediated in a dispute between the 
"people of Tyre and' S'id on • As an orater he was so skilled that the 
people praised him as God. This was not uncommon with rulers of 
that day, but Herod knew better than his pagan counterparts.The 
king was smitten by an angel and the Bible says,"He was eaten 
by worms." Perhaps he received a sore which became infested with 
maggots. 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 


MISSIONARY JOURNEY TO CYPRUS AND ANTIOCH II! PISIDIA 

The Call of Faul and Barnabus (vss.1-3) The opening verses men¬ 
tion fivepjrophets and teachers in the Antioch church. Someone 
has said,"Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all these great Bible 
teachers could come togther in one big church!" But that is not 
God's plan, God’s plan is "go ye". Those churches which are not 
afraid to invest money and men into the work of jthe Lord are 
the growing churches..,^, 

Note also that Paul and Barnabus were doing something when 
they were called. They were not just sitting around dreaming 
about the day when they would make the "big time". This is the 
way it is with God’s men. They do what they can where they are 
and God calls them to better things* 

Verse 2 tells us they were ministering to the Lord and fasting. 
No one ever got a call when they were sitting around doing no¬ 
thing .The Holy Ghost said,"Separate to me Paul and Barnabus 
into the work for which I have called them."(v.2) ;7e do not 
know whether this was simply an audible divine voice or through 
a prophecy of some kind. 

Though they had already been fasting, they fasted some more. 
They laid hands on them for strength, Some places if one would 
try to leave to go into the ministry hands would be laid on then 
for other reasons! One may be sure that God blessed the three 
remaining teachers and that the church in Antioch grew more than 
it ever had before. Those who are so afraid of losing^their mem¬ 
bers to the work of God are like the man who buried his talent. 
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Hi-.’Q^stxy, at Cy d yu s (.vss,4-12) T h i s was their initiation into miss¬ 
ionary work, Some Cypriotes had helped found the church at Antioch 
(ll’c 20), but there may not have been an established church there. 
Their first step was to proclaim the word in a synogogue in one 
of the main cities, Jews were so widely dispersed, it was hard 
to find a city without a synogogue, IVe are not told about the 
results, possibly their early results were very meagre,The comm¬ 
ent is made that John Mark was their assistant, 

(Opposition of Bar-Jesus,vss ? 5-12) 

At Paphos they met another.magician (see ch.8)naraed Barjesus, ^ 

The governor of the island had sent word that he wanted to hear 4 
the gospel. The sorcerer withstood the aoostles. Ve do not know 
how he did them whether with magic or actual physical force, 

Paul said,"0 full of all kinds of guile and tricks, you child 
of the devil, enerav of all righteousness won't you ever cease 
perverting the straight'ways of the Lord,"(v,10) Apparently the 
opposition had been severe and very prolonged. Paul went on to 
say,”And now behold the hand of the Lord is on you...."(compare 
this with 11t21,) 

J ha<! an opponent in public: debate challenge me to strike him 
■ blind, I replied that he was giving me free course to talk to ^ 
i the people and was not at all like Elymus of Acts 13, IJhen he 
! persisted in asking to be struck blind I told the audience that 
I emphatically denied my friend was a bad as Elymus and if he 
wished to offer proof that he was, we would listen to his refut¬ 
ation of my statement. He declined to.accept my challenge. Instead , 
l y e admitted that he was not really as bad as Barjesus thus loos- 
! ing a point he never had anyway! 

r‘" This is clearly not a typical case.In fact it is the only one 
I- ° n record, Alexander the Coppersmith withstood Paul to his face 
j before Hero, Striking him blind would have been very 

helpful, but Paul did not do it. Note also that the Lord in Lk 
9| o4 did not allow fire to come down and destroy the Samaritans 
| at the disciples request, 

. 4ntio o n t in , Pi, s , idi,a , (vss 13-52) This Antioch is not to be con¬ 
fused with the city they had just left. This Antioch was in 
southern Turkey* Antioch was a popular .name. It was named after 
Various Syrian kings who ruled off and on in this part of the 
world. It ultimately goes back to one of Alexander the great f s 
generals. 

The governor of Cyprus had been converted by the smiting of 
Barjesus witn blindness and for some unknown reason they left 
for Antioch in Pisidia. Perhaps they wanted to declare the good 
i?" n as man y Peaces as possible. It was at this point that 
John hark parted.company with them and returned to Jerusalem, 
Perhaps he was sicic or maybe he lost nerve, He do not know, Ve 
do know that in II Tim.Ajll Paul requests that hark be sent be¬ 
cause he was profitable in the ministry. 
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As soon as Paul got into Antioch he made for the synogogue. It 
is recommended that the student do some reading in the following 
books in order to capture some of the flavor of the various cities 
which Faul visited and the kind of World into which the gcsoel 
came t 

William M 0 Ramsay. The Cit ies o f St .Paul .Grand Rapids s Baker rep. 

St.Paul the T raveller and Roman Citizen . 

Adolf Deis srnan n Life of Faul . 

Light from the Ancient East.reader should be 


aquainted with NT Greek 
Merill Tenney. NT Background s. 

NT Survey .(very excellent) 


Merill Unger. NT Archeology . 

When he got into the synogogue he did not try to disrupt the 
service. St.Paul was a Christian gentleman.Note also that when 
his turn came he did not blast his audience with a machine gun. 
He did not,as some moderns,give something like the following; 
"Praise the Lord.' I'm thankful I've been baptized in Jesus name 
cause I a d split hell wide open if I wasn't." Tactics like this 
would have been very foreign to any of the apostles. 


* n verse 15 Paul,was asked to give exhortation or a word of 
comfort. He did just that. His "word" (or "discourse") was a- 
bout 25 verses long. It is one of the most lengthy in the book 
of Acts second only to Stephen's. It comprises verses 16-41. 

, :r . Summary of Old Testament Heros. (vss. 16-22) 

Paul addressed the men of Israel and the God fearers. These 
. were gentiles who believed in monotheism and followed some of 
the teaching of the synogogue. We would probably call them 
"friends of the church" today. They declined to accept Judaism 
V probably because of cultural reasons. 

• This Portion of Paul's sermon is very similar to Stephen's,He 
; «»n&i s1:art:s ma terial that is familiar to his audience and that 

jlg£^:,they would all agree on.lie goes from the known to the unknown. 
ifSfS He is alw ays a gentleman with his audience until they gave him 
reason for behaving otherwise. 

He begins with telling them about the Exodus (vs. 17) I-Ie tells 
%‘d of the choosing and the lifting up of their fathers in Egypt.He 
i! ' - says,"our fathers". He identifies himself with his audience.He 
i on their good side by telling them that they are a special 

; chosen people. Some modern ministers consider such tactics un- 
• apostolic. They obviously cannot cite apostle Faul in support of 
. I their theories. Tne use of the middle v^ice with"c:hoose"givos 
u. the idea that God chose them for Himself.The deliverence from 
Egypt was a part of their national history of which the Jews 
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were very proud# In relating this Paul would both inspire and 
open the hearts of his audience# 


He continues by relating about God's good providence during the 
wilderness wanderings. The verb suggests ’'bear up in one's arm 
as a nurseji#e#care for someone tenderly#"(see Bauer,p.835 on 
tpopophoreo) 

i 

l 

In verses 19 and 20 he tells of the conquest of Canaan and the 
period of judges. This would be of great comfort to his audience 
who were separated from their enslaved land. It x^ould speak to 
them of a day when God would once again restore to them their 
homeland. 

He passes over Saul very tactfully# Instead of mentioning his 
sin he simply said that God "removed" him. He then brings up 
David of whom better things can be said. He explains how David 
pleased God very greatly. He is now ready to take them into a 
totally new revelation about the acts of God, some would think 
these opening verses were wasted on irrelevant material, but 
Paul was preparing the hearts of his audience. 

' The life and death of Christ. Cyss.23-30) He has told them about; 

the various OT saving acts of God and of the deliverers God rais¬ 
ed up then. He now builds on this foundation and tells them of 
the coming of Christ. He has not been shooting hit or miss like 
some modern ministers# He takes them very smoothly into his sub- 
ject without even the smallest jolt."Of this man's seed God 
brought to Israel a savior according to promise."(v.23) 

They all accepted most of this. They were expecting a messiah 
The only difference was in the tense. He did not say "God will 
bring"; he said "God brought".(other Greek texts read "raisedup") 
He then mentions the name-Jesus# 

The next part of his sermon is very similar to Feter's sermons 
in Acts 5 and 10. He starts with the preaching of John.This was 
fairly good neutral territory for him to start. John did not 
preach any new.doctrine he simply prepared the hearts of the 
people.Some of his hearers may have been familiar with John : s 
ministry# Paul refers to the fact that John preached repentance 
to Israel# This was not a hard doctrine for his audience to 
contemplate. 

''/hen John finished his ministry he spoke of a man whose shoe 
lace he was not worthy to tie or loose, (v.25) He has now taken 
his audience about as far as he can on almost totally familiar 
ground. He now pauses to make sure his audience is with him. He 
addresses them personally. He lets them take a deep breath. He 
identifies with them. He calls them "brethren". He does not treat 
them like gentiles. The gentiles there are recognized for the 
start that: they have already made for God# <rMan)' moderns not 
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recognize any start toward God but continually remind their aud- 
Lence that "they don't have nuthin f "'He calls them children of 
Abraham. lie reminds them once again that they are members of a 
special race if they are Jews, 

He brings his message right down to the hearts of his audience 
in a very personal way. He says,"To you (emphatic pronoun) the 
word of tnis salvation is sent,"(v,25) God is giving it to then. 
They were*get salvation. He eases up preaching . , doctrine and 
talks about something they can get which will meet a very real 
need in their life. 

In verse 27 he separates his audience from those who killed 
Christ, He makes them a distinct group from the Jerusalemites, 

He also partly makes excuse for their killing Christ. He says 
that they did it in ignorance. He is not swinging a club. He 
has a much better and more sincere audience than'Peter and 
Stephen hac-. In doing what they did (he does not yet mention 
what it was), they fullfilled the prophets. 

He says they asked Pilate to kill Jesus,This tones dot wn the 
fanatical cries of the angry mob. But this was still fullfilling 
what was written. Christ did not fail in His mission by dying 
he actually fullfilled it. And so they took him down from the 
cross and placed him in a tomb. Mote that Paul completely passes 
over tne miracles in the life of Christ in contrast to Peter, 

But he centers on one miracle-the ressurrection.(v.30)This 
was proven by actual witnesses who went up with Him from Galilee 
to Jerusalem, And ,says Paul,"He are preaching to you (emphatic 
pronoun) tne good news about the promise which was made to*the 
fathers oecause this (promise) God has fullfilled to us(emph. 

?; n :L lr S n i ld ? en .£ y raisin s U P Jesus as it is also written 

thee^"(vss?32 Iff' art my son * this day have 1 be Sotten 

Several comments need to be made about these verses, Paul had 
made two controversial statements.(1) God caused a deliverer of 
? 1 SGGd , to ~ bc born and ( 2 ) that deliverer was ressurrected 

Bible th0 Q0Gd * "" e tlow Proceeds to prove botrh of them by the 

, P rornise .t n verse 32? It was the promise mentioi ed 

in verse 2 ^ tnat a savior would be born of David's seed. There 
is no otner previously mentioned promise which it can possibly 

J i h V’ 7 ?? C 3 o/H'iu ed Up " neant " cause to be born", (see 
H tj. 22 c ' nd This ls nj t in any way a reference then 

Some wnich is ta ’ <en U P in the following verses. 

Some tnnitc.rians have tried to say that versos 32 and 33 is 

' figurative reference to the ressurrection. They say th<s to 
estabUsn that if the word "begotten" in ,?s .2 can be figurative 
; of the resurrection it night also be figurative for the eternal 
^begetting of the Son by the Father. r 1 
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ihe second Psaln, verse one is disasterous to the Trimrnriar 

?athpr° Vh ” 11 C ' 1 teaches the. eternal generation of the Son by the 
Father, The verse says "THIS DAY have I begotten the ' 


nee 


. . In the transition is made to proof for the res^urroo- 

t lon of Jesus. It says,"But as for the fact that He raHed 5fm 

fPstandstrftten 0 8 :f/i eStined t0 

of God r relatiS e t; de ^' 

i^aaother place.-** wll i ^ 

The first prophecy aoparenty is directed to the Jewish nation 

verse (£ 0 / 55 , 3 ? f^ al , a " d coulc ; not refer to Christ alone.The 

(Ps ?3.10?*Tho P robab i y U8ed to introduce the second verse 

d is perhaps that God lias promised to R i ve the 
Jews the certains promises to David. One of the most important 
of these is the promise not to let Christ see corruntionfThfs 
verse was used by Peter on the day of Pentecost.) ( 

* oU< * ? *ne verse (y,3S)hc points out, as did Fetor that 
David died and therefore could not be the one ’ 


verse(Fs. 1 5* 10). 


one referred to in the 


He : 24s th ? ftnlshin S touches on his sermon, 

. Sx ' ys 1 Lot . Lt 00 therefore? known,men end brethren, that through 

? f 9iaa.is .being proclaimed to fro 8 

•• can P0S8ible doses' you 

clear (innocent)^! ' 7 t ° m " ln evoryono uno bellov cs can be made 

This was indeed good news to the sin conscious Jew who had to 

®? bh ®. tOT *P la obtain partial remission 

ilfh V • cn ® i lrst time on record of justification bv 

f .ith being preached, fe of course know that the converts of 

aul were not oriented to a passive "beiievism*.(cf.acts 19:5,0) 

At the end Paul drops a gentle warning to his audience. He -avs 
Look cut therefore lost what stands written in the prophets 

to-you,‘hatch out, you scoffers,be astonished and 
make yourselves scarce, for I am working a work in vour d*ys 

veu "Vho ltW I™"™™ " ot believe if someone explained it* to 
you. me quotation is from Kab.1.5, The "work" was apparentlv 
tne coming of the Babylonians who destroyed the nationf' 

hany followed leul and Barnabus.(v.43) Mote that in Cyprus 

the W o?h 3 ^w"v U ^ ^' . ?a ^ (18,7) > but from then on (13:13) it was 
tnc ora..-r u.,y k:, ihe Cyprus campaign b^ovoht n U t rhnso 

stead o?AoA FaUl - X 7 h i Ch mad< T hlra * Steal leader. Balna^s^n- 
ed Pau?*s G ^ ptsitSr fitting like some moderns, accept- 
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that had so motivate P™? nr™, sane fanatical zeal 

K *“*’• iS'S^STS.'SWS'.SgS 


converts but „„„ aS^STuST^Zi S JS =thS »*“.« 
objects of preaching. c taen chei ^ primary 

which^e^ites^^futhor^t^fo W - h "servant" in Isa.49i6 

o! th^i^t^-^r^n ? ?fFlr^ 

glorified Ood. "And? the Bible°£h* h £!, ?^L rejoiced *# 


is merely a statement that thovwn 3lneC ^ *? ete ^ Hfe",but this 

translates it. they were savcd « Sauer's lexicon 

th^N^,^^ region. The .tor-:' 

a Petscauhon’aSn^f^L^r hl° ^di^f 

eccorfance S 2*®?? Pente «°«als they u^e'a.slcod cleave. In 
1 ° ff 

of the‘church ^ ^ ^ 

CI1APTER FOURTEEN 
Iconium,Lystra , Derbe and Return 

Ma^S 5 l 6 ^fesr?s a tw- d T b1 ?. araount of tirae here - 

thNLanNsNry S aN^ i a i QUt - Sien S h andr ” ond ®^ ,: is n made 1 (v.3)? 1 lt r wc.s 
them among ?he Seoole Th f JeWS Stirred U P trouble for 

to do them harm' so^tey fled to £ys™T ^ the Cr ° Wd lntendod 

saw’"as hNpredChed’thot the 9 V 1 ??® Who had pc:VGr walked,Paul 

fc c.'tlnL 7? • t 2 at the nian had ^fcitii to be healed", tm c 

- t nave bother praying for them, and the Jews 
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would have accused him of "culling" out the hard cases.(Just 
as..do some moderns who say they are ministers in the Church of 
Christ.) 


"He said with a great voice(somo would have thought him over- 
emotional )Stafcdup on your feet straight.'" (Some manuscripts add 
"in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ") The man leaped up(some 
would have thought him too emotional.) and walked. 

One would think this would bring revival. But it actually 
confirmed the Lyconians in their pagan faith. They wanted to 
sacrifice to them.(in verse 14 Paul and Barnabus are both called 
apostles on equal terms. This refutes teaching that there can 
be only 12 apostles. In fact Barnabus 5 name comes first.) In the 
face of this upsurge of pagan worship they rent their clothes and 
rushed into the crowd to reason with them, 

(The fact that verse 11 says they spoke in Laconic indicates 
that Paul had probably been preaching in Greek, He did not use 
the gift of tongues,as far as record goes, to preach sermons as 
everyone understood Greek in these areas.) 

They cried,"Je are men of the same nature as you who are de¬ 
claring the good news to you to turn from those vanities to thp 
living God. "(y,.15) He goes on to explain that this one God is 
creator of all things."In times gones by", he said,"(God)allowed 
all the nations to go in their own ways."(v.16) This should not 
be taken to mean that there were not certain things that He did 
not hold them responsible for (cf.Rom#2?14) This rather means 
that God did not directly interfere in their affairs or give 
them a written set of rules for worship. 

Although God did not give them a written revelation, there was 
what theologians called a general revelation (see Rom ls20)(for 
a denial of this see Berkouwer 1 s Gen e ral Revelation ) They owed 
to God the rain and the air which they breathed and the success 
of their crops. There were some pagans which recognized this. 
Their audience,however, was so steeped in paganism that they 
were barely able to keep them from sacrificing anyway l (v.18) 

Jews, which were formerly Paul’s brethren,were constantly c;aus- 
ing trouble for Paul.(see T Thes•2i14,15) Somehow Jews coming from 
Antioch and Iconium were able to stir up the crowd against Paul 
to such an extent that he was stoned and taken for dead.V.19 
would indicate that this was only an opinion of the crowd. In no 
place does it say that Paul actually died. After recovering he 
went to Derbe which was just a little ways a way. Je do not know 
much about Paul’s success in Lystra,I.n Acts 16s 1 we are told of 
a church being there„ Timothy was well known in Lystra and it may 
have been his home. In no case was Paul’s ministry here'a failure* 
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Paul’s ministry in Derbe is passed over in a single verse.H •* 
proclaimed the good news and made -many disciples.(v,21) The 
same verse tells us that they retraced their steps bade to Anti-* 
och possibly bypassing Cyprus. They wore making the souls of the 
disiples "firm" as they went.•>(episterizomai) {.they did this by ex¬ 
horting then to remain in the fcUth, They were repeatedly doing 
this contrary to the popular theology which tolls us that the 
righteous cannot le ave the fafeth. They warned their converts to 
remain in the faith because "through much tribulation wo must 
enter the kingdom of Godok (y.22) 


If they had to go through much tribulation to get to the kingdom 
of God, there.must have been a sense in which the kingdom was a 
future evento Many take it that the kingdom of heaven and kingdom 
of God are separate 0 They teach that the kingdom of God is the 
Holy Ghost experience and the kingdom of heaven is tbo future 
mhlenial reign. If this be the case perhaps we should translate 
"dia" as "during" and have it read "during much per.solution”• • * 
Whatever the case may be it is obvious that Paul was tolling them 
that persecutions might cause thorn to leave the faith. 


As they went by each church they appointed or "elected by rais¬ 
ing of hands"(see Bauer on cheirotoneo,p.£89) elders in each 
church.If Paul and Barnabus appointed the elders, this may not 
be a precedent as these were not established churches and had 
no saints really qualified to decide who was and was not qualified 
to be an elder 3 They prayed, fasted and committed them unto the 
Lord "upon whom they had come to believe"(v.23) There would be 
far less strain on our leaders if they could learn to commit 
more things to the Lord and not worry about them constantly• 

After a brief preaching stand at Perga they wont.down to the 
port and sailed back to Antioch from which they had started,This 
ended what is commonly referred to as the "first missionary Jour¬ 
ney," At Antioch the church had what was probably the first 
missionary convention (v,27) At this conference they announced 
to the church how God had opened the door of faith to the gentiles. 


CHAPTER FIFTEENs THE FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Occasion of the conference (vss 1-5) Some came down from Judea 
and taught that one needed to keep the lav/ and bo cureuneized to 
be saved, He have today people who lay great stress on the law of 
Moses, Paul and Barnabus resisted them furiously 0 This ’Is v/hat 
the epistle to the Galatians is all about, Paul'wrote his church, s 


which he founded on. the 1st missionary tour to warn to 
what was going on. This was the first: doctrinal disput 
early church„ They (Paul and Barnabus) were determine-: 
the issue to the informal headquarters ;.Jerusalem. Paw 
in Galatians that some who were involved in this elect- 


about 
hi the 
press, 
ggosts 
were 


considered leaders in the church,(Gal,At ) 
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happ 3 r to see them. There was 


5 ties 
• boat 

but not everyone was 

S5SS- 23*^say,S2?S t *5»«4g@i«» “ >^^5, 


The Conference (vss 5 - 29 ) 

55 ss^"s£“ 

g ? a s: s/j^s&a sss 

Cornelius didi*>M(Acts 10*45 4 G ) Th -.u vn : , . Oot JlLr 

z ~ t gs®; *?•£&« ss s rt 

Of Chrfst i-Vfi' ,!o p J ° a 5 . SOI ? e who say they represent the Church 

S&B& 

; /oJldn t it nave been more natural for him to *>et 
savec Irce everyoody else to be an example 7 | 

wore do you tenpt 3 «>d"(tho apostles 

a ,, t t ^ 1 ° P nGu5 » was addressing the entire church) tnlrce 

a yoke upon the nock of the disciplSs which neither our fatier' 
nor we are stmno pna t ms k.^._ m ; . ' i r Kr nUj - tanners 


to all 
still 


tT ritual ^°'nhf nOUSh t0 bear ’" Thls -bvi oust; refers 
zn ntual and ordinances under-' the law. G)t tiu-r^ -v- 

some today who su SS est we should still keep the Si: 

DaPpGPndT <V f s 13 : 21 > A brief vers,, is devoted to the 
part rciul and Barnabus played. They save f-stionn- t— Go 

f^s-jaas-s suss. 

si5i r E;i s 5o£“K a s 0 v s;k2i 1 ,f' 

or rn ^ ro11 tu wnich Amos was included.) 


This portion of James is very interesting because it 


is just 
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about the only verses in the book which have an optimistic.tone* 
They describe the raising up of the tapernaele of Oavro. 
has fallen.Perhaps it refers to the ressurreetj.cn os jurist ter. ; 
John 2s19-21} and the restoration of true system of wcrsnxp. 

The purpose of this restoration, is that c the rest: of mankind 
might seek the .Lord and all the gentiles upon whom ay nano is 
called, "(v. 17) .flailed” is in the per sect tense rn^reu.c. The 
perfect tense shows ’action which began at: a specific point in 
the past by a completed action but the resuJJ"S ot bnat iipmgletea 
action continue into the present. This can only refer to the _ 
baptismal formula. This is the only single completed acts during 
which tiie name of the Lord (Jesus Acts 9s 5) is called over the 
persoajThus James and Amos were saying that only those baptized 
in Jesus 9 name have a right to seek the Lord 0 

James cites this verse to show that those baptized may seek the 
Lord but other items such as circumcision are not required. The 
only requirement is that the "name" be called over i.ao.LicUie only 
further requirements he gives are that, they obstain ~rcm pollu¬ 
tions due to idol s (i. Co not slip in any pagan terms ox worship, 
and fornication (moral purity) and things strangled anc blooc. 
Some take the word "fornication" and try to get tno .-aw back, 
into James statement, but it is obvious iron tao co-next he is 
not talking about ordinances of the law.he would in ;.o doing 
contradict all that he had previously said2 ihe abacinance from 
blood is possibly out of veneration for tao shed blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

"Moses has enough preachers ", James said, (v.2,1) ..e would n.ot 
make a statement like this if he had just slippcx, t ao i.c.j or 
Loses back in in iris last statement. 

Mote that tho decision was made by the ootlr .0 church (y.02.). 
Paul .Silas', Barnabus and others were aeuc to <>ntioen to correct 
this doctrine there. They were given a letter drawn f;> b„- the 
convention. Mote that it is as far from tnc style ot .-to 
bulls as heaven is from hell, ana it is not e^n. mc.de oiu 
by being signed by the first popei Note tint ■.n*.. 'g<•_ noL c.i 
fellowship the people who were tnus preaching, lnay Ootaiy 
it clear that they were without apostolic: authority. 

Paul, however,, used much plainer language in Gal. 1 5 8 concerning 
these teachers. 

The letter ratified the work and message of Barnabus andjPaul. 
The decision is from the whole church and also nas tno appLOV^^ 
of the Holy Ghost.(v.28) The letter was received witn rejoic.in 0 
and was an encouragement to the churen at ^ntLoen. ^aul &na 
Barnabus remained there for some time tenoning as tne> hac 
previously been doing. Perhaps this was the first missionary 

furlough. 
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But the furlough only lasted a few days. The burden for the 
work was too great, Paul wanted to go back and see how the works 
were doing (jv.3,5) 

Unfortunately this was the first division among the missionar¬ 
ies, Barnabus wanted to take Iiark but Faul didn't. So they parted 
company and Paul went with Silas. Uhcn this happens in our midst 
some take this to disprove the guiding power of the Holy Ghost 
and even to make our possession of the Holy Ghost questionable. 
But no' dares to question that Paul and Barnabus had the Holy 
Ghost, Though we do not have an easy explanation of why Paul’ 
could not hear from the Lord on the matter. Perhaps it was God's 
will that they split up into two teams and not all stay M bunched" 
up. 


CHAPTER SIXTSEUs Gospel Cones to Europe 


0 


l/tx' 


Circumcision of Timothy (vs 1-3) Paul circumoized Timothy for ) 
a testimony to other Jews, He fought circumcizing gentiles but/" 
Timothy was a Jew, Hot to eircumcize him would be unpatrioticPit 
would be like not saluting the flag and would have hurt Paul's 
ministry. 



, 11 - 1 -WO!* *—**'**,•„, 


The tour (vss .4,5) To say that there was no organization in the 
primitive church would be wrong. Vs,4 tells us that they deliver¬ 
ed decrees which wore ordained by the apostles and elders at 
Jerusalem. This was perhaps the first church manual of discipline. 
Vs,5 is another one of those reoccuring verses in Acts which 
tells about the multiplying of the church. 


Call to Europe (v„ss 6-10) They attempted to go deep into Asia 
(now Turkey) and preach the gospel. The Holy Ghost would not 
allow them. They tried to go another direction and still the 
Spirit forbade them. The Greek text says it was the "Spirit of 
Jesus" (v.9-.) which was guiding them. Some might think that be¬ 
cause there was so much indecision that these men could not 
possibly be led by the Spirit,bur they were nevertheless 0 ' 

Finally in verses 9 and 10 we have the famous Macedonian call 
where Paul dreams of a man saying "come over into Macedonia and 
help us." Macedonia was north of Greece. Note that the second 
missionary journey begins with a dreaom while the first one be¬ 
gan with a direct command from God, 

Phillipi (vss ..11-40) 

Conversion of Lydia (vss.13-15) Jherever there was a place of 
prayer one would always find'the apostles.The first convert in 
Europe was made at the place of prayer, Paul is not given credit. 
They merely did the talking. The Lord opened her heart so that 
she gave heed to those things which were swoken. 

i 
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: * 

THESSAlOUJCA, BEREA AMD ATHENS EVANGELIZED 

• Pa ^* had started in Macedonia which is north of Greece.Phi 11 i - 
pl " aa a VC T y anclent ' historic city named after the fatAer of 
1 nder tho ereat * He now made his journey into northern Greece, 

It: was to the Thessalonicans that Paul 
probably wrote one of his first epistles. At any rate reading 

deep' feelinR L pail S htri V f S °rh an f n8l6ht lnt0 the love and vely 
had P if lounAns U this d c:hurahf GaintS therB Md Che st ™ EC le ha 

Paul f s usual method was to go into the synogoeue and reason 
th^re from the Scriptures. He wa/aCfe^to prove to then 

had t0 . suffer and rise from the dead(v,3), Paul had' 
a fantastic command of the Old Testament, How many of us today 

Paul fuT % f0W prophecies about Christ from the 0T? ‘Note that 
hfm 1 u d open , a store front and wait for them to 'come to 
him. He went to wnere tho action was. He sought out men and 
women and brought the good nows to them. 

f^m e ^ 6 a o ned a nuniber of converts by this methods of reasoning 

F S"»“s aswST 

|r ^ 

raitn that tnose in the book of i\ cts had,( , 4 ) 

The story was always the same. Success was followed bv PV t* r ^mr 
persecution .stirred up by the Jews. It is always easy to stir 
up a crowd, The Jews gathered up a lot of the rabble^whic-h al¬ 
ways stands around looking for trouble. Bv the providence of Go-’ 

ftno ? Gr \ Unable ?? f\ nd Paul » b *t Jason/his host/oaU e U 7 
[.f, for keeping him. Many saints groan at helping the preacher 7 
but how many of us would do anything at all if it meant that we' 

i^ceA f6r PerSeCUtlon from the Police along witTour iueonven- 

wi th Sl!as!cv?? 0 ) S f ° r PaUl * He W3S srau SSled out at night along 

-h SS 10 _ 1 F] The first Place they went to was the svnoaopuo 
How dilferent this is from the standoffish attitude sAe of uf 
have today regarding those who differ fr m them. But Paul did 
not go just to worship or to pretend as if L a .i L ews A 

soilsf VellXn6 the ean ° road huaven. He was there to ^n 
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The attitude of the Jews in Berea was quite different from the 
ones he had met with elsewhere. They received the word with 
enthusiasm. They searched the Scriptures to see if these things 
might be so. Vie should have this Berean attitude toward Bible 
truth. Too often people have the attitude that they could care 
less one way or another.(v,11) 

As at Thessalonica many prominent men and women were converted. 
/Then the Jews at Thessalonica heard, they stirred up trouble for 
Paul.(cf• Jews at Ieonium in ch,14) Paul had to go far south to 
Athens. Silas and Timothy stayed on and labored promising to join 
Paul in Athens later. There was something about Paul that was 
particularly offensive to the Jews. Perhaps it was because he 
had been such a prominent pharisee. Perhaps also he was too im¬ 
portant a man to stay in one place. 

Athens (vss 16-34) 

Paul had appently been sent to Athens to rest. His feelings 
are described in chapters one and two of I Thess. But for a man 
of God there are no vacations, Paul saw so much idolatry there 
that his spirit was aroused within him(v.16) He began preaching 
not only in the synogogue but to everyone he met in the market 
place ' 

Paul's Sermon on Bar's Hill (vss 18-34) 

In the course of his preaching he met members of the various 
schools of philosophy. They desired to hear a full presentation 
of his doctrine. Some feel that there was an official court in 
Athens called the Aereopagus which heard new doctrines and dec¬ 
ided whether they could be preached in Athens. According to 
Bauer's lexicon the word translated Mar's Hill is "in Roman 
times the most important governing body in Athens? among its 
many functions was that of supervising education, particularly 
of controlling the many visiting lecturers, and it is not improb¬ 
able that Paul was brought before it for this reason."(p,104 ) 

If one is aquainted with the beliefs cf the Epicureans and 
the Stoics one "can see how Paul played one against another and 
very skillfully presented his message to them. Paul used his 
knowledge of philosophy here to get a hearing that probably no 
one else living at this time could have gotten. 

Introduction (vss 22-23) Paul starts out with a compliment to 
them. He sayJ,"I perceive that you are very religious ■" (This is 
a better translation than "superstitious”) They had an altar to 
the unknown God, Socrates had been accused of preaching strange 
gods centuries before. Paul escapes this charge by identifying 
himself with this altar. He very skilfully starts with the known 
and works to the unknown. He does not open the Bible, He does not 
call the one up with the worst cancer and heal him. He just 
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preaches the word, ;1 hy he does not use signs and wonders we do 
not know. They were probably never more needed, but it does not 
seem to be God's sovereign will to use them. At any rate the 

gifts of the Spirit are always subservient to the preaching of 
the word, . 

Paul declares the creatorship and lordship of God(vss 25-30), 
Paul offers no proof for his statement that God created the 
world and everything in it. He did not need to. The Epicureans 
believed tms. The'-Stbicsaccepted the Lordship of the world by 
God, They were still "amening" him when he said "(God) does not 
live in temples made with hands neither is worshipped with men's 
hands (v.24) Philosophers scoffed at popular, mythological 
ideas of the Greek world. To protect themselves from offending 
the populace they constructed an elaborate typology and found 
symbolical philosophy in the old tales about the Greek gods. 
l^ e word "served" possibly gets Paul's idea a little better than 
the IxJV worsmped with men's hands", Ancient Greeks taught that 
men served the gods and catered to their needs, but God is sover¬ 
eign as said if Ho did need anything "I would not tell thceV 

Paul says the reason for this is that Gods gives life and 
breathe to everyone. The Stoics believed that God or the Logos 
was the world soul and gave animation and life to everything. 

The Epicureans believed like the Deistists that God was seprate 
from tne world and set everything in motion and then stands 
aloof irom ms creation. He plays up to the Stoic idea that God 
is immenent and has an intimate contact with his creation. 


The fact tnat God set that bounds of man's habitation and 


con- 


u-T Wi.ui Buiueuning ultimate would also bo accepted by some 
philosophers though they would not agree with what we can seek, 
lhat God is so^close that we could, so to speak, reach right 

°^^ nci , tOUch hiin would also be agreed upon by the philosophers 
of the Stoic school. 

In verse 28 Paul said "in Him we live and move and have our 
being, ^ ihis was, good Stoic doctrine which they no doubt identi¬ 
fied with tne world soul « they believed in. Thev must have 
been saying to themselves,"Boy he's really knocking those Epi¬ 
cureans who think God's way off some where*" Paul then quotes 
the pagan Aratus as saying"He are the offspring of Him," There 
is an interesting piece of religious liturgy called the Hymn 
Zeus whicn presented many of the ideas Paul was preaching 

X Ivj* X. Va* o 

"Since we arc the offspring of God", Paul reasoned,"we ought 
not to imagine .^eity to be "like an idol,All philosophers 
Present would be aole to agree with this. They deplored nowlar 
eoncepLS about tne gods but were afraid t- be verv onen < ith 
views in some circles« 
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Presentation of the concept of a <lay of judgement (vss 30,31) 

Paul had.been presenting points which were generally agreeable 
to his audience# He is using the same' technique Stephen used and 
that he had used with the Jews in Antioch of Pisidia in chapter, 
13, He has said all this to communicate and make his audience 
receptive to what he has to say in verses 30 and 31, He has been 
using the laws of persuasion in a masterfull way# He has identi¬ 
fied with his audience. He has gotten them thinking with him and 
following what he is saying. But no one can do v this unless he 
understands his audience# Ilo one but Paul could, have preached 
■this sermon, j. v • • r -'£ :; y ; 

Paul is now presenting a new doctrine to his audience,"God " 

> overlooked this ignorance", says Paul, jlhe KJV translation "winked 
at" is farther from the original. He now commands all men every¬ 
where to repent. That God is a person separate; from the world 
who can say something apart from what.plan says,would be accepted 
by the Epicureans but not the Stoics. |le suggested this view in 
his opening remarks. He has been playing one group of philosoph- 
; ers off against another throughout his ; sermon,4.. 

" !■ ■ ” . V'V.'.l". ' 'IrS/’t". | ' 

God is an actual; - person not a phi tophi cal principle like the 
Stoics thought. But contrary to the Epicurean view he is a per¬ 
son in intimate contact with the world#; and a person who makes 
exact demands on his creatures. He haa-appointed•a day in which 
he will judge the world in righteousness. The stoics had a rigid 
system of ethics but could not accept a personal God sitting in 
judgment, Moreover He is going to do this by a "man" (v.31)This 
word suggests an actual human being,It does not say,"Jesus, the 
eternal Son, the second person of the Godhead," It is the man , 
Christ Jesus,(I Tim 2*5) Since He was tempted in all points like 
as we are (Heb.4* 14ff•),He is qualified to judge us, God has 
demonstrated the certainty of this by raising;Him from the dead# 

Paul has taken his audience very slowly and"carefully up to 
this"point. Each point of reasoning in his sermon has lead a 
little further toward the fact that man will stand in judgment. 
He did not spring his punch line on them all at once like somq 
do. It was not "'glam-bang" all the way through. But he did not 
follow the example of some by preaching only peaches and cream 
and saying only what his audience would agree with. Some are so 
afraid that they will offend their audience that they seldom 
preach any real doctrine. 

Outcome of the Sermon (vss 32-34) The Greek mind coutd not 
accept an idea of ressurrccition from the dead. They detest all 
forms of matter. That man’s body would live again was unaccept¬ 
able to them. They taught that the body; was the prison of the 
soul. Ressurrection iwas a step backward'- for them. Some mocked 
and others said they wanted to hear more about it. 
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Nevertheless Paul was free to preach. The Cuuacii £5A not con¬ 
vict him of preaching dangerous doctrines. Some did believe.Xhx» 
was amazing. It would be like if today someone would go before 
the American Association of University Professors and get a group 
of converts. 

Some of these people became prominent in the church. He can 
never judge the results by numbers. Dionysius f probably one of 
the judges 9 and Damaris are the only converts of Paul who are 
actually named besides Lydia and Timothy. Tradition has it that 
Dionysius evangelized all of France. At any rate they became 
well known to the church or they would not have been named by 
Luke. 


CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 
REVIVALS IN CORIITH AND EPHESUS 

Aquilla and Priscilla (vss 1-3) Paul found some Christian 
Jews in Corinth name Aquilla and Priscilla 0 They had lately 
come from Rome. Claudius had expelled the Jews there 0 The Roman 
historian Suetonius says that Claudius expelled the Jews because 
of some riots caused by "one Chrestus". Perhaps this was a riot 
against Christians there like in. the book of nets .Some of the 
Jews at. Pentecost were from Rome and may have gone back and 
founded a church there (of.Acts 2). This is no doubt where Paul 
heard of them and perhaps where he got information for writing 
his eoistie to the Romans» 



preac 

toothy j •. 

always get the job done. Paul became exasperated with them and 
said that "from now on" he was going to the gentiles. Ho moved 
to a house next door to the synagogue. This was probably the 
first case of Paul using a building besides the synogue. 

Break throwsh (vs.9,10) 

Paul had been"very discouraged. He thought God was through 
with the Jews. He thought there would never be revival there. 

He was wrong. He had gotten into the flesh. Just at this very 
point there was an amazing breakthrough. The leader of the 
synogoue, Crisous(I Cor.Is 14) got saved and pulled many members 
out with him. He are not told of the details of this conversion. 
Perhaps the words of Paul just kept sinking in and growing. 

The Lord gave Paul a droan .(.v.9.)in which Ho encouraged_hin. 

He told him He had much people in this city. Paul, like Elijah, 
had begun to think he was practically tvw only one .Paul, needed 
a renewed vision of souls being saved. Paw. ! stayed over a year 
and a half. This is longer than he had stayed any other place. 
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Opposition (vss 12-17) Sometimes God uses sinners in strange 
ways. The Jews drug Paul to the judgment seat. It was one of the 
few times they had. ever really got their hands on him. It seemed 
as though his dream had been wrong. This was one of the times 
for a person to "stand still and see the salvation of God." before 
Paul could open his mouth the governor threw the case out of 
court and the Jews were beaten in front of the governor who 
had a convenient case of blindness. 

Priscilla and Aquilla at Ephesus (vss 18-28) 

Faul returned to Syria, Dn the way*.ho stopped at EphcsThs and 
Reasoned in the synogogiuo there.Though they requested him to 
stay he left and made a tour through the churches ho had brought 
in on the first journey and eventually visited /uitioch on his 
journeys• 


7/hile Faul was gone a very eloquent Jew came to Ephesus name 
Apollos.He was mighty in the Bible, Fete that what he did have 
was recognized.Me was declaring the way of the Lord. He was 
very zealous and had a lot of enthusiasm. But this was not 
enough. Me even taught about Christ, but understood only the 
baptism of John. He have many today who understand only the 
baptism of John. Denon-una-h'di s to Jay ?'ec ick 

&r vvyS’itrSfQ Me /<.->// /n , 77i, 

Priscilla and Aquilla took him aside and expounded the way 
more perfectly. -Then he left and went to Greece they gave him 
a letter of recommendation. He probably went to Corinth,(I Cor. 
1,2) Me was a great help there. He could show in a very plain^ 
way the Scriptural prophecies about Christo Me was a very good 
speaker and minister. His conversion shows that it is very im¬ 
portant to have a correct knowledge about doctrine,especially 
baptism , 

CHAPTER NIMETEEi- 
FURTHER REVIVAL AT EPHESUS 

Eventually Faul did, as he had promised, returned to Ephesus. 
The first seven verses tell us about the conversion of saints 
at Ephesuso They are the only verses which actually tell us any¬ 
thing about converts at Ephesus„ He are not told whether Paul 
actually converted people in 18s19 or whether believers from 
elsewhere had come to Ephesus. 

{Jhesc opening verses tell us how saints in Ephesus came into 
the church. Many today want to go to verses like Ephesians 2: 

7,8 and preach salvation without doing anything except a passive 
believism, but the}" forget Paul in his epistles is writing to 
people who are already saved, The books of Acts tells us how 
converts came into the church at Ephesus and is the place to 
go to find how to get saved„ Paul would not tell people who were 
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already saved how to get saved all over againSThere is no better 
commentary on 2ph.2:7,8 than Acts 19*1** '6* Whatever Paul meant 
in the epistle we may be sure that it did not contradict his 
methods in the book of ActsJ»f 

Paul' made good his promise to the Jev?s (v. 21) and returned to 
EphesUs # There is no evidence that any real break through had 
been made at Ephesus * The only convert recorded was npollos, but 
he had gone to Corinth. When Paul returned he found "certain 
disciples"Cv.1) By the term "disiple" we are evidently to under¬ 
stand that these were seekers after more truth about the Christa 


Apparently these people had accepted the Christ which John the 
baptist hacl^p re ached though they had no definite information 
about Him 0 (The normal question to ask "professing Christians" 
was,"Have you received the Holy Ghost since (or when) you believ¬ 
ed?" This would be an unusual question if the Holy Ghost were 
an unusual experience available only to a selected few. Vs.2 

seems to read as if this is something which all Christians and.. 

one by which one could test the validity of someones experiencei 


*3h the other hand if the Holy Ghost is something so vague and 
abstract that you can't even know whether you've got it or not- 
then this also is an unusual experience. One religious leader 
is ^quoted as saying that"I have the Holy Ghost, but-'I could not 
know it unless X had read that when I got baptized I automatical¬ 
ly have it." Why didn't Paul say,"How wore you water-baptized?" 
Why did he ask them about something they couldn't: know whether 
nr not they had except;.'by reading about it in a New Testament 
which they did not yet have???? The Holy Ghost must have been 
something they could know whether or not they had or Paul would 
n<§yer have asked that,-questio;n1|J l 

,‘jgjobably we should supply the words "gi ven" or"available to 
all" to their reply as is done in John 7:39. "We have not so 
much as heard whether or not the Holy Ghost is available."Any 
Jew knew; about the Holy Ghost especially one that had followed 
John the baptist# The Jews believed that when the tries siah^came 
the Holy Ghost would then be once again available to Isr ael^ 


• Those who teach a "Holy Ghost by faith" experience would have 
to say as the KJV,"We have not so much as heard (perieved)whether 
there be any Hcly Ghost." 


;■ Their answer i that the}' had not received the Holy Ghost raised 
a question as to the nature of their water baptism. Acts 2:38,39 
teaches us that when someone is baptized in Jesus’ name he is 
entitled to received the Holy Ghost. If you can't know or "fell 
whether you get it during water baptism t then Paul should have 
askedV'Jhat have jgou been taught about the Holy Ghost and water 
baptism?" 
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tilm n h e r3: e But 8 low^t3 h of John E ?f about water bap- 

•f<r likely to be thinki ne in t ba g tism * They would be more 

SSVHiSiffiy EE E “H iS5 s. 

explaining it. ? P tual terms to new converts without first 
piteerwords^-fhEnan 3 / 0 ^^ " Here iS »S£SE" in chanter 8 and 

ZZ\l?ille th be 1 U TE 6 ° r - d vingEhe Holy"chost .ZlZver 

they hid undIrIILd\Et n pIul°wI 3 S spIIkiIe‘IfElLftept^lif at: 
j, P * Ul ™l ref P rri . n S to Spirit baptism he shouUfh57e so S 

Paul, said,"John administered a baptism which resulted in rebent- 
ence saying to the people that they should believe on thl oil 
I’iTrhi after him,that is on Jesus." (v.4) If someone believed 

WO a X ? n ?F refrain from accepting the kind of bap¬ 
tism administered by his agents.(ef.Acts 2:38) P 

T^H S T Q o hG M/ heard thiS * they wer0 baptized in the name of the 
sflE ? manu sc:ripts add "Christ for the remission of 

;„ T ? o2 r P s ,, la bhe name' are only used of Christian bap= 
tismCActs 2«38,8i16,10i4<j-48)» They are never associated with 

Jnhl'^ha pa Ptism as in 1 Cor.12s13.They are never used with 

ba Pbism nor are they used with immersions under the law. 
Therefore it is clear that they are referring to a spoken formu- 
la used during HT water baptism. It was the words "in the name 

I Paul’s bllri ChG only thin S which would make 

gOTp ^i-hnm ■ V7 ° rdS ' they were getting the same baptism John 

gave them. There was no other difference. If they believed John's 

’ tne £ believed in Christ when John baotized them,,John's 
fithototv was from heaven. Ho acknowledged Christ as His sunlr- 
lor. Surely he baptized in Christ's authority Cerlliniv Kid 
not taptlze Hi£fe2Kfi If John bSgtiig ^ll^ fn Christ 

in thi. cutiorky-itof Christ (certainly not with it 7 ) then wh»t 

spoken SSurir 0 h 6 *'® 6 " J ° hn pault f baptism except 


" laid hands on them the Holv Spirit 
and *% uers s P Ga - < i' n 8 in languages and prooh^- 
C ? U1 : E P'-- S a parallel situation to Acts 8 where ' 

■ whro S lofE tGn fE aa , t,0 ' : " n baptized with water and then afto hend s 
were laid on thorn by the -ostlos and they later received"the 
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ThG tbat the y spoke In tongues proves that the 

apostle had oeen referring to a supernatural measure of the 
opint whion he expected all believers to receive if their bap¬ 
tism was the right kind. If believers today do not.-.receive this 

kina .ox. experience.they should either check their repentance or 

their baptism« v 

Paul s Ministry at Ephesus (vss 8-12) As elsewhere the Jews in 
the synogogue were particularly obstinate so Paul had to move. 

dnnS G w^? ? °nf earS the _ .school of one namGd Tyrannus disputing 

daily with anyone who would enter into discussion with him.Since 
Ephesus was a very large religious center everyone living in the 
Roman province of Asia had a chance to hear Paul's message.The 
Roman province of Asia probably covered what is now modern Tur¬ 
key and is not to be confused with the continent. 

Jhile Paul was here God wrought very unusual miracles.Healing 
S 8 ?f r( ? brou S nt from his body to sick people and they were 
healed. It does not say Paul prayed over these, though praying 
over clothes and using them for a point of contact when it is 
Impossible for the minister to come is not out of line with the 
principles of faith outlined tn the IT. This was not the usual, 
a Gaa ® keyanA general practice(v.11) They did not charge 

the X 'ofthese “ advertlsin B campaign to promote 

The Seven Sons of Sceva (vss, 13-20) 

For every genuine working of the power of God there is a Simon 
Magus and seven sons of Sceva who want to get into the act The 
1 P a Pyruf clearly shows that magicians of the day were very inter- 
ested in magic words and names. In their spells they used every 
me they could think of any religious significance and invented 

to m add n t£e nano n Vl d eVer heard of * The sons of Sceva attempted 
o aac the name of Jesus to their repetoire of magic. 

Tm^ e Th n did not Mlc 5? w " them. He had no reason to fear 
these Jews. They were not disciples and thus had no claim to the 
mighty promises behind the name of Jesus. The demon knew they " 
d ^ slpleB ; Thls should makG us fear to wander from the 
dohhio rn i^° nS f? 0W h ? W close to the Lord we are. and when we ' 
ofdemon powor!° a Y OUrselves wlde °P en to the influence 

rJi!! Se men .l 7 ®F e beaten > but before the demons testified, 
porn^ps unwittingly, to the power of Jesus and the truth of 

The £ Were , not allowed to sa y that there was no 
^ t e na ?'?' acknowledged that there was no power - 

^ ?h hG U f Gr Gld ? Qt knot; the ,Lord. This had an amazing : effect 
?eno°f® lt°, P* acticed bda ck magic. They burnt their boS^Bauer 
rn thau H he G< ? st of these books was about $10,000 dollars, 

tho^h C , onver ': s toda y would probably be counselled to sell 
these booics cod pay their tithe to the church (/;). 
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The Riot at Ephesus Cvas 21-40) 

(I.P New Testament idol makers were being put out of business, 
ThePea well known church which, if it had really been in 
existence then, used so many idols that they would have really 
made business."boom" for the idol makers. Instead of rioting at 
their convention, they would have voted a vote of thanks to this 
certain church for the extra business they held given them in 
perhaps ordering serveral thousands statues of the blessed vir¬ 
gin and a few hundred other saints \ 

This riot shows clearly what little can bo done without organ¬ 
ization, Some cried one thing and some cried another. Some did 
not even know why they had come together.32) The town clerk was 
wise. He had more wisdom than some Holy Ghost filled saints. He 
told them if thav had a real, legitimate comolain, they should 
take it through the proper channels if they really wanted the 
matter dealt with. 


CHAPTER TWENTY 


The Macedonian Tour and Paul 8 s Farewell Address to the 
Ephesian Elders 

Macedonian Tour (vss 1-1(3) 

Paul went back through some of the churches which had been 
brought in in Greece and Macedonia, It was at this time some 
feel that Corinthians and Romans were written. Wo know from some 
of the Corinthian material that Paul was orobably taking an 
offering which he planned to take with him to Jerusalem, 

As he left he stopped by Troas, It was here that a lad named 
^utychus became an imortal example to those who sleep In church. 
In these modern days this probably would not have happened as 
most of the saints would have left Paul standing at ten o°clock. 

From Troas Paul went to a city near Ephesus, Me called the 
Ephesian elders and addressed them there to save time as ho 
wanted to be in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost, 

Paul’s Address to the Ephesian Eldcrs(vss 17-38) This discourse 
gives much valuable advice for minister and saint alike, Paul 
lays down many valuable principles for ministers, Ephesus evid¬ 
ently had a very large church and needed more than one pastor* 
There is no evidence at all that these elders were equivalent 
to board members, Paul’s pastoral epistles , Timothy and 
refute this idea. 
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Chapter 20 


v,19 Paul says that all the time he was there he was "in a 
state of slavery to the Lord with humility and tearsThi^ 
is quite a contrast to some modern ministers who are interested in 
salary and fringe benefits mere than souls* The word for humility 
here comes from the word "carpet". The humble minister lives un¬ 
der the carpet instead of swinging from the chandelier# 


Paul did not hold back anything profitable from them (v,20)This 
is different from some churches who hold back the gifts of the 
Spirit which are clearly for profit and edification according to 
I Cor.12, Paul taught them publically and from house to house. 

The most glorious of all ministry is in the home. The words 
"house to house" occur a great deal in acts and arc an important 
part of the apostolic ministry. 

In verses 2.2 and 2.3 Paul announces his intentions of going to 
Jerusalemo He states that the Spirit witnesses that bonds and 
imprisonment await him, God was getting him psychologically pre¬ 
pared for this great trial. This clearly shows a unique use and 
value of the gift of prophecy and word of knowledge and under¬ 
scores its need for today. Hould knowledge of coming trials be 
of use to us? Then gifts are still needed. 


Paul says 9 "In no way do I make ny life . precious to myself_ 
so that I can cornelete my course and the ministry which I receiv¬ 
ed from the 7_ord." (vc2h) This should be a golden text for all 
ministers and saints alike. 


In verse 7.1 Faul says,"I have not shunned to declare unto you 
all the council of God." This shows Paul know all the council 
and declared it to the church. Therefore "that which is perfect" 
in I Cor.13s10 cannot be the council of God but must be the 
coming of Christ. 

"Take heed to yourselves..." i.ahy ministers forget to take 
heed to themselves while they are watching the flock and thus 
many tragic events take place which have wrecked some ministries 
beyond repair, "and to the flock over which the Holy Ghost has 
made you overseers," J,esus is the chief. shepherd... (I Pet. 5; 3) He 
then must be the Holy Ghost who sets up the overseers. The word 
"overseer" is "Hpiskopos" which means bishop. The pastor was 
a bishop. There was not a bishop ..as an official ecclesiastical 
office distinct from .the pastor. Though there were men whom 
Paul appointed to take charge of^and direct the work of pastors, 
(see episple's of I Tim and Titus). 

They are;'to take heed to "shepherd the church of God which 
he purchasedfcwith His own blood•"(v•28) This indicates that a 
pastor ("shji|herd.") | elder aid bishop are one . and the same 
office.jThemhrase "church cJ;God" simple is a statement that 
God owns'*orH^b the originaufl|\ of the church. Paul is not here 
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giving instructions about what name to put on their church sign* 
There" is no evidence that they had church signs* There .are no 
directions given for making then„ nor is there any rule against 
them. It is our own business what wo put on them* lie usually put 
what willtell people immediately what we believe, This is the 
function of a church sign. The sign is not intented to tell who 
owns the church or who founded it* "Hhieh he hath purchased with 
His own blood" can also bo translated "with the blood of His own, 
i 0 e„Chri; 


Verses 29 and 30 prophecy of the beginning of the great apost¬ 
asy. Even some of their own number would become "grevious wolves, 
Paul had worked night and day for three years trying to establish 
then in sound doctrine. This had cost him many a tear, 

fKe now committed them to the word "which is able to build you 
up 4 ”!establish you) and give you an inheritance among all those 
who are set apart." Some teach that when the church was establish 
ed gifts ceased. They teach when the word, the LIT,came the 
church was established, Veil the verse hero teaches us that they 
had ..enough word then to establish them and the gifts st ill did 
not cease.( 

In verse 35 Paul indicated that he had worked for a* living 
while among them* This does not mean that he did not believe in 
ministers taking money. They can be- seen from i and II Cor. 

(cf . II Cor.9) Paul preserves for us her,.? an interesting^ quota¬ 
tion from Jesus which is not in any of the gospels, "It is more 
blessed to give than to receiveThus ho ended his message to 
the elders. 


CHAPTER TWENTY ONEa Arrest at Jerusalem 


In verse 4 Paul finds certain disciples who "were saving to 
him through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem*". In verse 10 
a noted prophet, Agabus (cf.11 *27ff.),met Paul, He demonstrated 
to him that he would be bound in Jerusalem. But Paul was deter¬ 
mined to go anyway. He had told the Ephesian elders that he was 
"bound in the spiritV(v,22 of chapter 20) He is willing, he says 
to even die in Jerusalem for Jesus 8 name (jv.oJ. 4). This is certain¬ 
ly unusual determination which caused Paul to flaunt these warn¬ 
ings and go anyway. Perhaps some of the things which happened to 
Paul would never have happened had it not been for txhis stubborn 
streak. In general, however, wc may say that his imprisonment 
was in the will of God. 


Some might think that the long imprisonment which Paul had to 
undergo was a great waste. This is not true. If it had not been 
for this confinement, we would probably not have, for example 
the great prison epistles, Paul, in general, wrote much deeper 
epistles when he was in prison that when he was out. 
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The brethren greeted Paul w•' r h rarest ts- u a 

S5rsii^« -w*?*^** 1 ^^ « 

true, raui L ?v 1 °-'* 00t ? at3onal customs. This was un¬ 

to the hotter (vss. t 22-26) \hth ^regards t^ente^ SKijS* 1 

1C aims to do. It was being a Jew to the Jews (of t 01 h . 
to honor temple requirements and tn _ u * ’ jL L hot 
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?v?3 2 r S t0at thS Roman o«icer saved Paul fromhhe crowd? 

CHAPTER Ti/ENTY ThO 
Paul Addresses the Angry Mob 

was? U Ke h hfd n Sst S b3e.n S snItch?d t0 What da "Ser 

Jerusalem were nothing to Vs? e-ound^i '-^ti ? f deatho ‘wbs in 
and ironic sitn*c< on. n aw1 'V-H nc wich.This is a very unici 

which he had seen'stepheti years before? ^ tn ® 8am ® posltion ia 

2, P was'e.ffaste® orato^Fo^b-^b^l® bou ^ hls speaking in I Cor. 

He markecNff ooilr^’e^f^^cV -V** his audlenoa. 

everi commondecf • -h ; h -hilEf) ,V :!ey 8lKred m common. He 

- " lw ^ 3ai taQ y t-’ere snowing for what they 


cue 
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believed to be the truth (v.3). Ministers who are so coarse 
i^crude that they are not even interested in the bare fundamentals 11 
||of persuasion and audience psychology are not truly apostolic^ if 
< apostle Paul is a qualified model. / / ' ^ 

Paul uses this avenue to present his testimony to the mob. A 
I sermon without some persohaj. application will not be as likely 
influence the audience 


l 0M 


.. It might appear at first glance that 

is a gontradiction between Acts 9? T and 22:9 which says 
they did not hear the voice -.of the one speaking to me," Actually 
and sound" are the same words in Greek., The men with 
®f^^^JPnuIT’mayl'have h^rd some sounds which they were unable to distin- 
Sp^?5f^guisK” as a voice#/ . 

v v 

Note here again in v,10 the Lord told Paul,"Go into Damascus 
: «hd there it shall be told to you what is commanded for you to 
: |"V '; 4 j 4- do." Here again visions are not put over the word of God given 

hy a God appointed man. Those who think they do not need to listen 
to God f s man because they have had a vision of the Lord did not 
^ see the same Lord Paul saw,(see comments on chapter 9) In verse 
Vi 15 Paul was , told he would be a witness of those things which 
.Jr 1 ',£) he both saw and heard. Personal experiences and the word go h^nd 
f ,-f. iff ..hand• Those who are so busy with experience they never talk 
§;• about the word have an unbalanced spiritual adjustment,. 

4’jv A Fin. verseJ6 Ananias says,"And now what are you waiting for? 

1 ;< •/ / Get"up and get baptized and get your sins washed away by having 
His name called over you," F.F,Bruce,the great Greek'scholar 
supports this view in his commentary on Acts. There is what . - 

3 Greek scholars refer to as the ^causative middle" 5 . The..qausative 

m .i4dle. means "to have something, done". Any Greek grammar in 
discussing the middle voice will bring out the causative middle, 
==|P, % § "Baptize” and "wash" are both causative middles. These were not 
% } ; things Paul would do himself. He would have them done to him by 

® . t . someone else. It seems reasonable, therefore, that_jEhe third 

verb in the middle "call over" is also a causative.) 


(This is made doublv certain in view of the fact that Paul had 
already been calling t£n the name of the Lord,(Acts 9: 5,12Ananias 
was not telling Paul to pray . Jesus had told Ananias that Paul 
was already praying,(Acts 9s12) He had been praying and fastin g 
for three days(Acts 9:9), therefore Ananias couid not have been 
telling Paul to pray. The only other possible explanation must, 
be that he was telling Paul to get the Lord Jesus 1 name called 
over jiim in baptism! This was the only thing Faul was commandoi 
to dbjj • 


After telling of Ananias * visit Paul skips accross three year, 
and tells about his return to Jerusalem. The mob listens to his 
vision. But when they tell him that Jercc, the Lord tokd him 
He was sending him to the gentiles, they became furious. In fac: 
they became so furious Paul had to leave under police fscort. 
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CHAPTER TI'/EHTY THREE 
Paul's Defence Before the Sanhedron 

Paul was a. bit "craftier" than Stephen. knew exactly how to 
manipulate his captors. When he tried to present a similar intro¬ 
duction as in ch#22 he was' smitten. He did not turned the other 
cheek. Instead he called the man a "white-washed wall" or a 
hypocrit, Paul pointed out that it was illegal for him to be 
examined in this way. They were dealing with a man who knew the 
law inside out. When he found out this was the high priest, he 
knew opinion would be against him so he apologized and quoted 
a passage from the law to justify his apology. 

This respect for the law would stand him in good stead with 
the Pharisaical element of the council. Then as he had played 
the Stoics against the Epicureans at Athens (eh.17), he put the 
Pharisees against the Saducess with the cry*"Concerning hope of 
the ressurrection of the dead I am being judged," 

The Saducees did not believe in the ressurrection, but the 
pharisees did, This caused an argument to arise between these 
two groups.This made the Roman officer nervous so he took Paul 
away again, 

•./hat tho Jews could not accomplish by due process of lav;, they 
hoped to accomplish by means of secret assination. This would not 
be the first time something like this happened. It would be to the 
advantage of the Romans to look the other way and be rid of this 
troublesome guest. However, the murder of a Roman citizen would 
probably not have been taken lightly by those higher up the line* 
Nevertheless it is to this noble officer's credit that^he looked 
after Paul's welfare in such a splendid way. 

A nephew of Paul's discovered the plot and informed,at Paul's 
request, the Roman officer. And so Paul was smuggled out at 
night to the Roman governor at Caesarea, la this way the provi¬ 
dence of God was sparing this key man in God's program. This 
should encourage us to know that no matter how much the forces 
of Satan scheme and plan to destroy our walk with God that wo 
are serving a God who never sleeps and who knows all things. 

CHAPTER T-/EMTY FOUR 

Further Attempts Against Paul by the Jews 

The Jews attempted to.bring in a trained orator. They knew 
that they were not dealing with an average opponent. But what 
they did not know was that Paul's Lord had said,"I will give 
you a mouth and v?isdom which none of yovr adversaries shall be 
able to gainsay or resist/' 
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° f TeryXlos were no substitute for the evident 
Id E J “° r o Ul u Was not convl oted. However, ho was not 
the JeM fcM?” - ; UC ?. a moVC v;ould incite undue wrath among 
thM sc— l^J tl:-Z°. cu ^' cr ? un ,:o ple^e. Also Felix-hoped 6 
such wafnot r ° 1Se m ° ney for 3 bribe ’ but 

Hm®p.-v r?— l , n -ietening to Paul. He called for 
became governor and followed Felix* policy of keeping 5 S bound! 

CHAPTER THSHTY FIVE 
AMD THEMTY SEX 

Pc.ul Brought Bel:ore Feohus and Agrippa 

2*1 . paul appeals to Caesaro The Jews could not prove 

^ figure out a way to assinate Paul. 

h?S"c-e L ?® r V.° J rA ,f3alea J? ba Judebcl h ® appealed to have 
pove-^er- ljC ? ia wao a clever move 0 The Roman 

ty to deny bS'lrequest! ° C ° rec ''°^ lze sovereign- ; 

A™ Consults >fith Agrlppa. At this time the govern* 

kft; h-‘A J " lne , V a ? ^'-enly complicated. There Is scarcely a 
L A" 1 .b^-vory wmon j.s more difficult to follow than that of 
Pre- ; dted '5 aU ' ;i l!e T^catanent period.Hhen Herod the 

used'Vhi w ? 3 dlv ■ <2scl betwee n various people who 

used uk to^o Cm .lorod, wgrippa wao ouch a kinglet. 

Since Festus was at a loss for advice in the matter, he invit- 
ed Agrippa to hear the cane. It was also a matter of a strange 
bizzarre case wnlch was extrordinory to the extent that it ° 
probably provided some entertaining value, 

HfcHnd S ?~ e ?? h S 2 "' 1 : 23 ] Ee begins by explaining about his past 
life and cu as fanatical persecution of the Christians. Verse 
ten says he^capt his vote against them. The original Greek 
implies that tne voting was clone by means of pebbles, a white 

taVon°^re^??v» e CVd one for a Suilty verdict. "If 

tc...en Ute-a.iv , cays Dr 0 lennev."this imolies that Paul was 

Whicfte ?^M a ^ ed 5r-" M vi ™ of raul‘s S sense ofguil? 
eic (Ci.^Oiii®7) ms fanatical persecution of the 

tryHo make^n M'M-v ^ “ atCempt to do something for God to 
LI / *-° maj.ee up ior this sin, 

,A n the rest of his sermon Paul talked about his conversion 
and of his vision of Christ. In Christ's initial words to Paul 
he suggests that in his fanatical zeal ho has real?v been runn- 

of God * is ho kick against the or Mad?", 
Christ said to the apostle to be. ° * ! 
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Paul’s version of his conversion' emphasis his call tcj the 
ministry® This would explain his behavior and his actions and 
why the Jews hated him so violently® Paul was .selected to open 
their eyes , to give them light, to turn them from darkness to 


light, from the power 
of sins and an 


of satan unto God, to take them remission 
those who are sanctified® 


iniieritcnee among 


Eosides repentance Paul states that he taught his converts 
to do ’’acts worthy of repentance®" ( v ® 2 0) Paul did not restrict 
his repentance to an inward« passive "belicvism" 0 He taught tho' 
people that there was something to do« 


(After Festus heard Paul, ha said."You’re much learning has made 
you mad 0 M Foetus was 'like nany modern day critics of the Pente¬ 
costal experienceo Deprived of Scriptural arguments they resort 
to psychological arguments to discredit modern day speaking in 
tongue s.i 


The facts, however, were more stubborn than the outward scoff¬ 
ing of these kings® "this was not", says Paul,"Done in a corner" 
Aggrippa X7as not convinced. His words should be translated,"In 
a few words (or such a little time) you are trying to persuade 
me to be or Christian" (y«28) To this Paul made one of the most 
noble answers in history® He prayed that they would be like 
him except for his bonds® 


CHAPTER TIE ilTY S27211 AHD T 7EHTY EIGHT 
Paulas Voyage to Rome 

Paul's 'laming of Danger ahead (vss.1-11) The twenty seventh 

chapter of Acts is one of the most difficult in the Bible as 
far as the original Greek in concerned® It is difficult, that 
is, unless as Dr.Berkeley Kichelson says,"You are a reincarnat¬ 
ed Greek sailor and are aquainted with the nautical terms®" 

God gave Paul favor with the ranking officer in his guard, a 
man named Julius® This "favor" was to save Paul's life later in 
the trip. In the initial part of their voyage they experienced 
some difficulty. Finally they arrived in a placed called "fair 
Haven"(v®8)• Paul seemed to have a premonition that the trip 
would be unsafe® The navigator and the steersman advised con¬ 
trary to Paul and their advice was heeded by the centurion® 

The Violent Storm (vss 12-27)Their was such a violent storm 
that they had to throw the cargo overboard® This reminds us very 
much of the book of Jona® But this time there is no Jona on 
board® It is God’s will for Paul to go to Rome® It was part of 
a fulfillment of the prophecy made to him at the time of his 
conversion® The men on the ship were so anxious they did not 
even eat® Although Paul could not resist saying "I told you so", 
he gave them a wonderful message of comfort in the midst* of th.- 
storm (v-:2f) 
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Paul said in verse v...24 eo he related to them what the angel 
had said to him that they should take courage* He had seen an 
angel of God "whose X am and whom I serve/’ The angel said/'Don K 
be afraid f Paul 9 you must stand before Caesar p and hey, God has 
given you all those who are sailing with you*" 

What a contrast this was to Jona. Paul is their only chance of 
survival* God°s purpose will be done* Paul must stand before 
caeoar* This "bull headed" determination Paul has of going before 
Caesar and bringing him the gospel should be an inspiration to 
all of uo who enter into the work of God* Wo should not be afraid 
to meet obstacles head on. The only thing that matters is that 
the will of God and the work of God go on* 

Verse 25 shows Paul’s simple child like faith* Ho says/’For I 
believe God that it will bo exactly like it was spoken to me*" 

If we could only capture this simple faith* Paul was convinced 
that it could not be any other way* Each gigantic wave which al~ 
most threatened to break the shin in two seemed to be another 
piece of evidence that Paul was wrong. But Paul did not hear the 
waves. The only thing he could hoar was the angel saying "don't 
be afraid." 

As we travel on the rough sens of life and as the signs of the 
times cry out that this old ship which we call the planet earth 
is about to break to pieces, there are other signs which say 
that the sea is not as deep as it was and that we are nearing 
the shore, (v.a.28 f v, r 29) But even the signs of land were ominous 
to the sailors. Land moo there were rocks near by. These rocks 
might at any moment tea-: the ships underparts to pieces sending 
them to an almost instantaneous death. 

So they let down their anchor and prayed for the day to come. 

We too have an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast(Heb* 

6# 19) In the storms of life wo can let down ■-ur anchor and we 
too can pray for the day to dawn with the coming of the great 
God and our savior, Jesus Christ, 

Some were fearful* They wanted to get out of the boat* They 
wanted to let down the life boats. He, too, have men who are 
crying that: the church is about to break apart on the rocks * We 
are told that in order to go on with God we must desert the ship* 
But we have one in the ship who can with but the words coming 
forth from his mouth still the waves * Faul said(and his advice 
is still good)/’Except(ye)remain in the ship, ye can in no wise 
be saved." 


This time Paul was taken seriously. The IK 
This is what we need to do in thoce troubled 
see that every bridge is burnt behind us* Tbd 
most foolhearty tiling that men could do* Fair 
to go against our very instinct for survival* 


e boats were cut* 
times. He need to 
-i so 0 n’vd t■ be the 
li s •• > *?/ -j 1 1 me o s e e r:is 
'c *• c more mo ere 
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"Ltf^Vshys^ 

facts and not take nourishment from God’ 6 1 QS spiritual - 


^ „ -J tl r~x - — - ***« v » *, ».«p Alum VJ l.^vl 

our uOuls.For this" p says Paul,’’shall be 


s word which may save 
to your salvation," 


<pl« . ' ■ ^auluiu man to see, is not 

and give ovI^t^Co^Thr^” 30 Whloh w ® must consecrate,. 

ss.r 



and 

g *£ h-pp. 

n ° l7a Y, zo C/C °P themselves,they made for the 
^^na 0 Ail lo oitcn we think we reed to lr V( ^-T , 

SS? “*> »*«=ch» i4U; e ' J SS SS’-SStS 6? ‘ 

»pS?Jj’»5o„ C Sf|„aS “ ° nS? ', lf * “’ 

a serious thins for a Roman sold-i’^ to h?“,' 1 n ? hl ’ Jx was 
It was a great show of co'P^dent^^a P^u 1 rv- prisoner escape, 
were kept alive, ' n ~'~ ~ n Ic * u " Uluu tne Prisoners 


CHAPTER T7ENTY EIGHT 
PAUL AT ROME 

Paul on the Island of Madta (V-o ijn^ ^ • 

Lord to turn a near- tre^eoV onto 18 J ust ll - ke the 

The Incident; concern*n~ S fho AY4 v 4 tvangelistic campaign, 

someone taking uo a"de“dlv rMm» " tne or *-r example of 

° Cwtuv Ll " LH 3 or a serpent. It was net 


apostol:* c practice to 


Cra not sncetni 


teach this 

They are certainlj^ a 
ever have thought ofI 


;q 


,.e enspes f or exhibition. Those who 

*4 r*i tVri r 1 m ... i ■* " 


opt Wag method 


:nd are adding to the Herd of 
which no apostle would 


ode 



Chapter 28 Commentary on Acts 

Men were watching Paul, He did not know it. (yss yi . J 1J.IC4 & LJ 

of the Lord 5 s servant have met with the viper of sin, Those watch- 
ing expect that they will make the same response that anyone else 
would make and sucumb to the temptation. It is a saving witness 
when we do not swell up with the curse of sin but go through the 
temptation unscathed as did Paul. They changed their opinion* 

They thought Paul was a God*Paul needed a verbal testimony then 
to sot them straight# Miracles without the word will do nothing 
more than exult the flesh or worse. 

This opened the door for Paul to pray for the father of Poplios. 
This opened still another door and . there was a great healing 
ministry on the island. He are not told, but we know from Paul’s 
methods in other places that this included the preaching of the 
word. 

Arrival at Rone (yss 11-16) Paul’s hopes were finally realized* 

(see Rom.Is 10,11) There were brethren there to meet Paul, Though 
it does not mention the aliened ..pastor of the church,Peter .This 
greatly encouraged Paul when he saw them coming to greet him, 

There are no men so great that they cannot profit from the fellow¬ 
ship of brethren of like precious faith, ' •;> 

Audience with the Jews of Rome (yss 17-31.) It is to the credit 
of the Jews that they gave Paul audience, They stated that every j 
where this sect is spoken against. Unpopularity was not then and ■ 
still is not a good criteria to judge your doctrine by, J 

Faul pursuaded them d&ily from evening till night, They had 4 

mixed feelings. Some believed# Others did not, Paul summed up '■% 

their unbelief by quoting Isa«Gi9ff. These verses were quoted 
by Jesus and also by John, (Eatt l3sl4$John 12:39-42) The words I 

were to the effect that God had hardened their hearts’ because 
they were not worth saving c He announced to the Jews at Rome, 
as he had at Corinth P that "This salvation of God is sent to the | 
gentiles, and they will listen."(v,28 I 

The book ends with Paul in jail but still preaching* He arc 
never told how he made out with Nero. Tradition tells us that cl 

he had one more missionary journey and was thereafter captured 
and beheaded by Nero somewhere around 65 A.D.II Tim,is Paulas 
last epistle right before his death, 4 

There are various explanations as to why the book ends like | 

this. Some say that Luke wrote this as a sort of an "apology" J 

answering why Paul was in jail. It was thus intended as evidence 1 
to strengthen his case before Caesar, Others say that this is I 

volume one and that Luke intended to write another edition, A 1 

very important approach to this problem is that the works of I 

Acts is still unfinished and that we today are writing new M 

chapters to the book each in his own way. The fact that it 1 

ends so abruptly is a rebuke to the doctrine which teaches { 
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that the period of Acts is a special miraculous dispensation and 
is now ended 8 finished and closed t> If the miracles and the 
message of Acts is marked off as belonging to a special dispensa 
tion, there is little explanation left which is satisfying to 
a high view of the Bible* 

Those who teach that the period of Acts was a special closed 
dispensation are closing what God has left open by this abrupt 
ending to the book! 


' 'I: 
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